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Of which the following is the ancient title : *“ Novelle Antike:”
and in the fontispiece: “Fiori di patlare, di belle cortesie, e di
belle valentie e doni, secondo he per lo tepo passato anno fatto
moki valentuominy,” &c.






NOVELLE ANTIC

IL NOVELLINO,
LIBRO DI NOVELLE E DI BEL PARLAR GENTILE,

HE work thus entitled, containing the Cento Novelle Antiche, or

HHundred Ancient Tales, is a collection of the earliest prose fictions
now extant in the Itahan tongue. The exact period of their produc-
tion. and the names of their respective authors, are equally unknown
to us; a circumstance which, combined with their own intrinsic char-
acter, seems to cstablish their claim to equal antiguity with the rise
und formation of the Zingua volvare of the South. Many of them are
referred by Italian critics and historians to an age anterior to that of
Dante, while it is agreed that few of them are the production of the
-ame or of a subsequent cia.

Those who have made the most minute researches into the subject,
Salviati, Salvini, Manni, Tiraboschi, &c., differ greatly in their opinion,
both as to the period and the ornigin of the Ancient Tales. Yct the
Jcatned Manui, editor of the * Novellicro,” to whom, perhaps, the
arcatest degree of ciedit is due, conjectures they must have been
written in the thitteenth ceutury, not foi§ after the death of the tyrant
1izzehn da Romano, about the year 1359. The same author further
supposcs that they derived their ongin, for the most part, from Pro-
vence ; one of the chief sources, no Jess of the poctical than of the
prosaic fictions of Italy. Nor is it improbable that they were first
mtroduced along with the songs of the Troubadours, whose language
was so frequently adopted by the carliest poets of Italy ; and were
thus, together with their stylc of narrative, first naturalised, and then
so admirably improved upon, by the genius of Boccaccio.

Not a few of the storics in the “ Decameron ” may in this way be
traced to the I'ovengal, and others to the 10mance of the “ Seven Wise
Men,” entitled “ DOLOPATTIOS,” written in Latin by the monk Giovanni,
of the monastery of Altaselva.

That Italy is indebted for her Novelle Anticke to forcign sources,
would further appear from many of the stories being founded on
incidents drawn from the 1omance of the ROUND TABLE, a beautiful
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copy of which was known to be in possession of Brunetto Latini, the
master of Dante, a great admirer of its marvellous adventures, and
probably the author of those pieces we find taken from the materials
of that romance. Such are the novels of the “Lady of Scalot,” and
of the “ Good King Meliadus,” which with a few others of the same
exotic character, among the best, says Mr. Dunlop, in the whole col-
lection, we have ventured to give, as the most favourable specimens
the work could afford. But it is rather with regard to their merits in
exhibiting the progress of language and of manners, together with
several curious historical facts, than from any intrinsic excellence they
may be said to possess, that they are at all desérving of notice. And
even this remark will chiefly apply to the work in its original language,
of which the ancient edition, the earliest work known in the g
volgaze, and from which the subsequent editions have been taken, has
been included among the Zes#i a'% l1ngua of Italy. The most correct of
these the Italians owe to the labours of Borghini and Vettori, although
the edition published under the auspices of Cardinal Bembo, by Gual-
teruzzi at Bologna, has been always held in the highest repute.  Besides
that of the Giunty, there 1s a still more recent one, edited by Ferraio,
and bearing the datc of Milan, 1804.

Among the supposed authors of these clements of Italian fiction,
may be enumerated the names of Dante da Majano, Brunetto Iatmi,
Francesco da Barberino, with those of several other poets and scholars
who flourished during the same period, fragments of whosc works
remain, but whose names have perished. Many of the tales were
added, in order to complete the cento, long after those contained 1n
the MSS. or in the old edition made their appearauce. These, how-
ever, are referred to the period in which they were written, so as not
to interrupt the chronological view of the subject, preserved through-
out the entire work. It is for this reason, indeed, that the following
specimens from the Nowvelle Antiche have been inscrled ; certainly not
from any peculiar merit they can boast. ¥

NOVELLA IL

HOW A LEARNLD GRIFFK, WIIOM A KING HELD IN PRISON, PASSED
IS JUDGMENT ON A HORSE.

IN a certain part of Greece there lived a king of gicat sway, of the
name of Phihip. This king, for some alleged crime or other, had
imprisoned a Gicek, a man of great Icarning, whose wisdom mounted
to the skies. It happened one day that this monarch received from
the king of Spain a present of a noble horse, of great size, and of a
beautiful furm., The king sent for his farricr to learn his opinion of
the horse, but he was told that he had Letter apply to the learned
Greek, who was reputed a man of universal knowledge. 1lc therefore
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ordered the horse to be led into the field, and then commanded the
Greek to be brought from his prison, and addressing him, said :
¢ Master, let me have your oPinion of this horse, for I have heard a
creat report of your wisdom.” The Greek inspected the horse, and
replied: “Sire, this horse is indeed a beautiful courser, but in my
opinion he has been nurtured on asses’ milk.” The king sent to Spain
10 inquire how the horse had been brought up, and found that thedam
had died, and that the foal, as the Greck had asserted, had been
reared on asscs’ milk. This circumstance astonished the king not a
little, and as a reward, he ordered half a loaf of bread a day to be
aiven to the Greek at the expense of the court, It fell out on another
occasion, that as the king was inspecting his jewels, he seat again for
the Greek, and said to him : “ Master mine, your knowledge 1s great,
and it seems that you know all things. Tellme, I pray you, whether or
not you understand the virtue of these stones, and which of them scems
to you the most valuable.” The Greek replied : ¢ Sire, which of them
do you yourself consider as the most precious one?” The king then
took up one of the most beautiful amongst them and said : “This one,
master, secems to me the most beautiful, and one of the highest value.”
The Greek examined 1t, and stramnimng 1t closely in the palm of his
hand, and placing it to his car, saad: “ This stone, sire, appears to
me to have a living worm in it.” The king sent for his lagigary, and
ordered him to break the stone, and to their surprise the animal was
found within. ‘The king now looked upon the Greek as a man of
surprising wisdom, and ordered a whole loaf of bread to be given him
daily at the expense of the court. It happened not many days after
this, that the king, cntertaining some suspicions of his own legiti-
macy, again sent for the Greek, and taking him into his closet, said :
“ Master, I hold you for a man of great penetration, whichmdeced has
been manifested in your answers to the questions I have proposed to
you. I wish you now to inform mec whose son I am.” “The Greek
then replied @ “ Sirey how strange a request ! You well know that you
are the son of your honoured predecessor.”  But the king dissatisfied,
said : “ Do not evade my question, but tell me the truth implicitly ;
for 1f you hesitate, you shall mstantly die the death of a traitor.”
“ Then, sire,” answered the Greck, * I must inform you that you are
the son of a baker.” Upon this, the king being anxious to know the
real truth, sent for the queen-mogher, and by threats compelled her to
confess that the words of the Greek weie true. The king then shut
Inmself up in his chamber with the Greek, and said : * Master mine,
I have reccived singular proofs of your wisdom, and I now entreat
you to tell me how you have obtained a knowledge of these things.”
Then the Greek replied: * Sire, I will inform you. With respect to
the horse, 1 knew that he had been noutished with asscs’ milk from
lus hanging his cars, which is not natural to a horse. And that there
was a live worm in the stone I knew from the fact that stones are
naturally cold, but this one I found to be warm, and it wgs therefore
cvident that the heat could only proceed from a living animal within.”
* And how,” said the king, “did you discover that I was the son of a
baker ?”  The Greek then replied : “ Because when I told you of the
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. wonderful circumstance of the horse, you ordered me a gift of half a

¢ floaf a day, and when I told you of the-stone with the living worm in

. 'ity you ordered me a whole loaf. I then felt assured whose son you
were ; for if you had really been a king’s son, you would have pre-
sented me with a city, as my merits deserved ; whereas your origin
then betrayed itself, and your natural disposition was satisfied in giving
me a loaf, as your father the baker would have done.” The king was
then sensible of his own meanness, and immediately liberated the
Greek from prison, and loaded him with gifts of value,

NOVELLA XIX.

REMARKABLE PROOF OF LIBERALITY AND COURTESY IN THE KING
OF ENGLAND,

KING JOHN of England was cclebrated for his singular kindness and
courtesy towards the poorer chevaliers of his court. It one day
happened that during an entertainment, one of these gentlemen being
in great distress, cast his eye upon a rich silver cover, thinking within
himself: “If I could only obtain posscssion of that, my poor family
would be rich indeed !” The next moment he contrived to hide it
under his vest, when one of the stewards, on removing the covers,
finding it had disappeared, an order was issued that every guest on leav-
ing the place should be examined. DBut the king, being the only one
whose cye had caught the poor knight in the fact, took an opportumty
of accosting him, saying, in a whisper: “Slip it under my coat, for 1
think they will hardly be bold enough to search me,”—an order with
which the wretched chevalier immediately complted. When, he had
undergone his examination at the porter’s gate, his sovereign sent a
messenger after him, and on his entering trembling into the presence,
presented him with the utmost courtesy, not only with the cover, but
with thc more massy portion of platc belonging to it.

On another occasion he showed still greater courtesy to his poer
chevaliers. They cntered his chaniBer one evening with an intent to
pillage, and having collected all the valuables they could lay their hands
on, one of them, believing the king to be in a deep slumber, had the
temerity to seize a rich embroidcred counterpane over the king's
couch, and beginning to pull it off, the king, without being perceived,
held it fast. The others came to thcir comrade’s assistance, and his
majesty finding he had the worst of it, raised up his head a little,
saying : “ Nay, friends, this is no thicving ; it is downright assault and
battery! As for the rest, you do not steal them—1I give them to you.”

On heafing his majesty’s voice, the ungrateful wretches fled, for-
getting to take even the trcasure already collected, which the king
had given them,

When this prince’s father was] alive, he one day reproached his



NOVELLA XIX. .
son John, saying : % Thou spendthrift, where dost thou keep thy trea-
sures ” The prince replied : * With your leave, my liege, I can show
more than can your majesty still.” Arguments upon this ensued, until
at length both parties and their friends agreed to fix upon a certain
day for the exhibition of their respective wealth. Prince John invited
all’ the young nobility, who were his friends, to attend on the de?_
appointed at the rendezvous, where a magnificent 'tent was prepared,
underlaid with rich carpets and cloths of gold, to receive the immense
treasures of gold and silver and precious gems in the possession of
the king. The latter then turning to the prince, cried out in a
triumphant tone : “Now let us sce your wealth, my son [” On which
the prince, drawing his sword like lightning from its sheath, a thou-
sand blades on every side instantly sprang from their scabbards ; and
his young friends all rushed forward in a moment, as if the very strects
and squares were filled with them, and possessed themselves of the
roval treasures, in the face of the kinr and his attendants.

1t was now too late for his majesty to repair his crror; for the
young prince, turning to his noble followers, cx~laimed : “ Make the
best of the booty you have won ;” and in a short time the enchanting
scene of wealth and splendour totally disappeared from view.!

The king quiclly assembled his forces to recover his lost treasures,
while his son retived into a strong castle, with the valiant Bertrand de
BDorn2 1lere he was besieged by his father, and one day exposing
his person, as usual. to every kind of danger, he was unfortunately
shot through the head with an arrow upon the walls.

On hearing this, the whole of his creditors throughout the kingdom
assembled together. petitioning payment of the various sums they bad
fiom time to time supplied ; and they were admitted to an audience
with the prince, just before his decease.  To all the complaints that
were preferred, the prince invariably rephied : “ 1 am sorry, my dear
sir, you arc come the day after the fair; but your money is spent.
The truth is, 1 have given away all the fine things you supplied me
with. My body is so very sick, that I am afraid 1t is no longer worth
offcring you, by way of pledge; but if my soul will be of any use to
you, it is quitc at your service. Suppose you send for an attorney
forthwith, and lct us sec, gentlemen, what we can do.” Insisting upon
compliance, a notary was instantly sent for, whom the courteous

#

1 1t is cunious to observe the manner in which the unknown authors of the ' Novelle
Antiche,” the 10diments of Italian prose fiction, have, in many instances, selected historical
names and characters on which to ground their imaginary narratives, for the purpose of giving
them a local tinth and interest, doubtless with the same view a< our ‘“great unknown ” of the
present day. However destitute of mtrinsic excellence or historical correctness, these stories
will he found, 1n the vtiginal, ectremely valuable, as conveying a just idea of the rise of Italian
language and Italian fiction in anage preceding, it is supposed, that of Dante. The English
render may here require to be infomed that the old king 1s no other than Henry I1.

2 Deltramo, or Bertrand de Born, as well as his son, were, like King Richard, the Trouba-
dours of their age  His ** Rime " are still preserved in the Vatican Librarjy, and many of his
preces have been recently published by M. Raynouard, in lus *“ Poésies des Troubadours,” vol.
1v. Bertrand de Born was, in fact, alternately leagued with the rebellious sgns of Henry II. 5
and after the death of Prince lemy, the son of that monarch, in 1183 was besieged in his
little castle of Hauteford by the Enghsh king, and compelled to’surrender. Henry, however,
respected the friend of his deceased son, and restored Dertrand to the full enjoyment of his
P This incident is alluded to at the termination of the novel.
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prince addressed in the following words : “ Write, Mr. Attorney, and
write quickly, lest it should be too late,— I, Prince John, to wit of
England, being sound in mind, but grievously sick in my body, do
hereby will and bequeath my soul to perpetual purgatory, until all my
creditors of all sums shall be paid and satisfied.”” Soon after utter-
ing these words the obliging prince expired. The whole train of
creditors then proceeded in a body with their petition to the king, who,
instead of discharging the debts, flew into a violent passion with them,
charging them with furnishing the prince with arms to rebel against
his royal father. He, morcover, condemned them, under pain of for-
feiture of their goods and persons. to leave his dominions speedily.
One of the creditors, being so deeply implicated that he believed
nothing worse could happen to him, here came forward, observing
to the king : “ But, sire, we shall not be losers in the end, inasmuch
as we have got your poor son’s soul in prison for his debts.” * Ah,
ah !” replied the king, “you are cunning fellows; how have you
managed that?” They then handed to his majesty a copy of the
will, who, on perusing 1t, assumed another tonc ; and after having
consulted his father confessor, as well as his chancellor of the
exchequer, returned to his