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walls, stretching far away on cither bank, while a fleet of arriving or departing
steamers is anchored in a long line in mid-channel. Odd-looking, low, black
tugs, pouring out thick smoke from double funnels, move over the water,
and one of them takes the passengers alongside the capacious structure a half
mile long, built on pontoons, so it can rise and fall with the tides, and known
as the Prince's Landing-Stage, where the customs officers perform their brief
formalities and quickly let the visitor go ashore over the fine floating bridge
into the city.

At Liverpool most American travellers begin their view of England. ltis
the great city of ships and sailors and all that appertains to the sea, and its
550,000 population are mainly employed in mercantile life and the myriad trades’
that serve the ship or deal in its cargo, for fifteen thousand to twenty thousand
of the largest vessels of modern commerce will enter the Liverpool docks in a
year, and its merchants own 7,000,000 tonnage. Fronting these docks on the
Liverpool side of the Mersey is the great sea-wall, over five miles long, behind
which are enclosed 400 acres of water-surface in the various docks, tlat are
bordered by sixteen miles’ length of quays. On the Birkenhead side ot the
river there are ten miles of quays in the docks that extend for over two miles
along the bank. These docks, which are made necessary to accommodate the
enormous commerce, have cost over $50,000,000, and are the crowning glory
of Liverpool. They are filled with the ships of all nations, and huge storehouses
line the quays, containing products from all parts of the globe, yet chiefly the
grain and cotton, provisions, tobacco, and lumber of America. Railways run
along the inner border of the docks on a street between them and the town,
and along their tracks horses draw the freight-cars, while double-decked pas-
senger-cars also run upon them with broad wheels fitting the rails, yet capable
of being run off whenever the driver wishes to get ahead of the slowly-moving
freight-cars. Ordinary wagons move upon Strand street alongside, with lorses
of the largest size drawing them, the huge growth of the Liverpool Lorses being
commensurate with the immense trucks and vans to which these magnificent
animals are harnessed.

Liverpool is of great antiquity, but in the time of William the Conqueror
was only a fishing-village. Liverpool Castle, long since demolished, was a
fortress eight hundred years ago, and afterward the rival families of Molineux
and Stanley contended for the mastery of the place. It was a town of slow
orowth, however, and did not attain full civic dignity till the time of Charles 1.
It was within two hundred years that it became a secaport of any note.
The first dock was opened in 1699, and strangely enough it was the African
slave-trade that gave the Liverpool merchants their original start. The port
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sent out its first slave-ship in 1709, and in 1733 had eighty-eight ships engaged
in the slave-trade, which carried over twenty-five thousand slaves from Africa
to the New World that year. Slave-auctions were frequent in Liverpool, and
one of the streets where these sales were effected was nicknamed Negro
street.”  The agitation for the abolition of the trade was carried on a long
time before Liverpool submitted, and then privateering came prominently out
as the lucrative business a hundred years ago during the French wars, that
brought Liverpool great wealth. Next followed the devclopment of trade
with the East Indies, and finally the trade with America has grown to such
enormous proportions in the present century as to eclipse all other special
branches of Liverpool commerce, large as some of them are. This has made
many princely fortunes for the merchants and shipowners, and their wealth has
been liberally expended in beautifying their city. It has in recent years had
very rapid growth, and has greatly increased its architectural adornments.
Most amazing has been this advancement since the time in the last century
when the mayor and corporation entertained Prince William of Gloucester
at dinner, and, pleased at the appetite he developad, one of them called out,
“Eat away, Your . ]

Royal Highness; . - il o

there’s plenty more A _ e ‘

in the kitchen!” . :
The mayor was
Jonas Bold, and af-
terwards, taking the
prince to church,
they were astonish-
ed to find that the
preacher had taken
for his text the
words, *Behold, a

greater than Jonas v s s :
1s here.” ST. GEORGE'S HALL.

Zeeg

Liverpool has several fine buildings. Its Custom House is a large Ionic
structure of chaste design, with a tall dome that can be seen from afar, and
richly decorated within. The Town Hall and the Exchange buildings make
up the four sides of an enclosed quadrangle paved with broad flagstones.
Here, around the attractive Nelson monument in the centre, the merchants
meet and transact their business. The chief public building is St. George's
Hall, an imposing edifice, surrounded with columns and raised high above one
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side of an open square, and costing $2,000,000 to build. It is a Corinthian
building, having at one end the Great Hall, one hundred and sixty-nine feet
long, where public meetings are held, and court-rooms at the other end.
Statues of Robert Peel, Gladstone, and Stephenson, with other great men,
adorn the Hall. Sir William Brown, who amassed a princely fortune in Liver-
pool, has presented the city with a splendid free library and museum, which
stands in a magnificent position on Shaw’s Brow. Many of the streets are
lined with stately edifices, public and private, and most of these avenues diverge
from the square fronting St. George’s Hall, opposite which is the fine station
of the London and North-western Railway, which, as is the railroad custom in
England, is also a large hotel. The suburbs of Liverpool are filled for a wide
circuit with elegant rural homes and surrounding ornamental grounds, where
the opulent merchants live. They are genecrally bordered with high stone
walls, interfering with the view, and impressing the visitor strongly with the
idea that an Englishman’s house is his castle. Several pretty parks with orna-
mental lakes among their hills are also in the suburbs. Yet it is the vast trade
that is the glory of Liverpool, for it is but an epitome of England’s commercial
greatness, and is of comparatively modern growth. «All this,” not long ago
said Lord Erskine, speaking of the rapid advancement of Liverpool, “has been
created by the industry and well-disciplined management of a handful of men
since | was a boy.”

KNOWSLEY HALL.

A few miles out of Liverpool is the village of Prescot, where Kemble the
tragedian was born, and where the people at the present time are largely
engaged in watchmaking. Not far from Prescot is one of the famous homes
of England—Knowsley Hall, the seat of the Stanleys and of the Earls of
Derby for five hundred years. The park covers two thousand acres and is
almost ten miles in circumference. The greater portion of the famous house
was built in the time of George II. Itis an extensive and magnificent struc-
ture, and contains many art-treasures in its picture-gallery by Rembrandt,
Rubens, Correggio, Teniers, Vandyke, Salvator Rosa, and others. The Stan-
leys are one of the governing families of England, the last Earl of Derby
having been premier in 1866, and the present earl having also been a cabinet
minister. The crest of the Stanleys represents the Eagle and the Child, and
is derived from the story of a remote ancestor who, cherishing an ardent desire
for a male heir, and having only a daughter, contrived to have an infant con-
veyed to the foot of a tree in the park frequented by an eagle. Here he and
his lady, taking a walk, found the child as if by accident, and the lady, consider-
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ing it a gift from Heaven brought by the eagle and miraculously preserved,
adopted the boy as her heir. From this time the crest was assumed, but we
are told that the old knight's conscience smote him at the trick, and on his
deathbed he bequeathed the chief part of his fortune to the daughter, from
whom are descended the present family.

THE ANCIENT CITXSOINCEE SRR

Not far from Liverpool, and in the heart of Cheshire, we come to the small
but famous river Dec and the old and very interesting city of Chester. It
is built in the form of a quadrant, its four walls enclosing a plot about a half
mile square. The walls, which form a promenade two miles around, over
which every visitor should tramp: the quaint gates and towers; the “ Rows,”

EXTERIOR.—CHESTER CATHEDRAIL—INTERIOR.

or arcades along the streets, which enable the sidewalks to pass under the
upper stories of the houses by cutting away the first-floor front rooms: and
the many ancient buildings,—are all attractive. The Chester Cathedral is a
venerable building of red sandstone, which comes down to us from the twelfth
century, though it has recently been restored. It is constructed in the Perpen-
dicular style of architecture, with a square and turret-surmounted central tower.
This is the Cathedral of St. Werburgh, and besides other merits of the attrac-
tive interior, the southern transept is most striking from its exceeding length.
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The choir is richly ornamented with carvings and fine woodwork, the Bishop’s
Throne having originally been a pedestal for the shrine of St. Werburgh.

. = The cathedral contains several ancient
tombs of much interest, and the elab-
orate Chapter Room, with its Early
English windows and pillars, is much

admired. In this gorgeous structure
the word of God is preached from a
Bible whose magnificently-bound cover
is inlaid with precious stones and its
markers adorned with pearls. The
book is the Duke of Westminster's
gift, that nobleman being the landlord
of much of Chester. In the nave of
the cathedral are two English battle-
flags that were at Bunker Hill. Ches-
ter Castle, now used as a barrack for
troops, has only one part of the ancient
edifice left, called Julius Casar’s Tower,
: near which the Dee is spanned by a
JULIUS CESAR'S TOWER. fine single-arch bridge.

The quaintest part of this curious old eity of
Chester is no doubt the “Rows,” above referred
to. These arcades, which certainly form a capital
shelter from the hot sun or rain, were, according
to one authority, originally built as a refuge for
the people in case of sudden attack by the Welsh;
but according to others they originated with the
Romans, and were used as the vestibules of the
houses ; and this seems to be the more popular
theory with the townsfolk. Under the “ Rows"”
are shops of all sizes, and some of the buildings
are grotesquely attractive, especially the curious
one bearing the motto of safety from the plague,
“God’s providence is mine inheritance,” stand-
ing on Watergate street, and known as “God's
Providence House;” and “ Bishop Lloyd’s Palace,”
which is ornamented with quaint wood-carvings.
The “Old Lamb Row,” where Randall Holme, ANCIENT FRONT.
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the Chester antiquary, lived, stood by itself, obeying no rule of regularity, and
was regarded as a nuisance two hundred years ago, though later it was highly
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GOD'S PKOVIDENCE HOUSE.

of its own accord.

prized. The city corpora-
tion in 1670 ordered that
“the nuisance erected by
Randall Holme in his new
building in Bridge street
be taken down, as it annoys
his neighbors, and hinders
their prospect from their
houses.” But this
have been en-
forced no more than many
o:hers are on either side
of the ocean, for the “nui-
sance "stood till 1821, when
the greater part of it, the
timbers having rotted, fell

law
seems to

BISHOP LLOYD'S PALACE.

The *Dark Row” is the only one of these strange

arcades that is closed from the light, for it forms a kind of tunnel through

which the footwalk goes.
House,” where one unfor-
tunate Earl of Derby spent
the last day before his ex-
ecution in 1637 at Bolton.
The carvings on the front
of this house are very fine,
and there is told in ref-
erence to the mournful
event that marks its his-
tory the following story:
Lieutenant Smith came
governor of
Chester to notify the con-
demned earl to be ready
for the journey to Bolton.
The earl asked, “When

would have me go?”

from the

- Not far from

this is the famous old *“Stanley

OLD LAMB ROW,

“To-morrow, about six in the morning,” said

Smith.

“Well,” replied the ecarl, “commend me to the governor, and tell him I shall
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be ready by that time.”  Then said Smith, “Doth your ]ordshlp know any
friend or servant that would do the thing your lordship knows of? It would

[ ~ === ] do wellif you had a friend.”
) AN 7 | The earl replied, “ What do
y /“*\m :;;*\ NGV« \\\ 7 you mean? to cut off my
A T L WY SN AN head?” Smith said, “Yes,

: . g m 4; IR 3 P my l9rd, ’1’f you could have
\\h o) "uEERS e SR 2 BRI ) A friend.” The earl an-
o 1 0% ) i | swered, “Nay, sir, if those
men that would have my

| head will not find one to
. cut it off, let it stand where
it JgR

It is easy in this strange
old city to carry back the
imagination for centuries, for it preserves its connection with the past better
perhaps than any other English town. The city holds the keys of the outlet
of the Dee, which winds around it on two sides, and is practically one of the
gates into Wales. Naturally, the Romans established a fortress here more
than a thousand years ago, and made it the head-quarters-of their twentieth
legion, who impressed upon the town the formation of a Roman camp, which
it bears to this day. The
very name of Chester is : = s
derived from the Latin
word for a camp. Many
Roman fragments still re-
main, the most notable be-
ing the Hyptocaust. This
was found in Watergate
street about a century ago,
together with a tessellated
pavement. There have
also been exhumed Ro-
man altars, tombs, mo-
saics, pottery and other
similar relics. The city is
built upon a sandstone rock, and this furnishes much of the building material,
so that most of the edifices have their exteriors disintegrated by the elements,
particularly the churches—a peculiarity that may have probably partly justified

THE STANLEY HOUSE, FR()\T

THE STANLEY HOUSE, REAR.



CHESTER. 25

equally famous—the Eastgate, Northgate,
Watergate, Bridgegate, Newgate, and
The ancient Abbey of St.
Mary had its site near the castle, and
not far away are the picturesque ruins
of St. John's Chapel, outside the walls.
According to a local legend, its neigh-

Peppergate.

borhood had the honor of sheltering an

iltustrious

the Dee.

Dean Swift’s epigram, written when his bile
was stirred because a rainstorm had pre-
vented some of the Chester clergy from
dining with him:
*Churches and clergy of this city
Are very much akin:

Wy

THE PHENIX TOWER.

fugitive. Harold, the Saxon
king, we are told, did not fall at Hast-
ings, but, escaping, spent the remainder
of his life as a hermit, dwelling in a cell
near this chapel and on a cliff alongside
The four streets leading from
the gates at the middle of each side of
the town come together in the centre
at a place formerly known as the * Pen-

They're weather-beaten all without,
And empty all within.”

The modernized suburbs of Chester,
filled with busy factories, are extending
beyond the walls over a larger surface
than the ancient town itself. At the an-
gles of the old walls stand the famous
towers—the Pheenix Tower, Bonwaldes-
thorne’'s Tower, Morgan’s Mount, the
Goblin Tower, and the Water Tower,
while the gates in the walls are almost

tise,” where was located the bull-ring at THE WATER TOWER.

4
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which was anciently carried on the refining sport
of “bull-baiting” while the mayor and corpora-
tion, clad in their gowns of office, looked on ap-
provingly.  Prior to this sport beginning, we are
told that solemn proclamation was made for “ the
safety of the king and the mayor of Chester "—
that “if any man stands within twenty yards of
the bull-ring, let him take what comes.” Here
stood also the stocks and pillory. Amid so
much that is ancient and quaint, the new Town
Hall, a beautiful structure recently erected, is
naturally most attractive, its dedication to civie
uses having been
made by the present
: Prince of Wales, who
ABBEY GATE. bears among many
titles that of IZarl of Chester. But this is about
the only modern attraction this interesting city
possesses. At an angle of the walls are the “Dee
Mills,” as old as the Norman Conquest,” and fa-
mous in song as the place where the “jolly miller
once lived on the Dee.” Full of attractions within
and without, it is difficult to tear one's self away
from this quaint city, and therefore we will agree,
at least in one sense, with Dr. Johnson's blunt  RUINS OF ST. JOHN'S CHAPEL.
remark to a lady friend: “1 have come to Chester, madam, I cannot tell how,
and far less can I tell how to get away from it.”

CHES IR ES

The county of Cheshire has other attractions. But a short distance from
Chester, in the valley of the Dee, is Eaton Hall, the elaborate palace of the
Duke of Wéstminster and one of the finest seats in England, situated in a
park of eight hundred acres that extends to the walls of Chester. This palace
has recently been almost entirely rebuilt and modernized, and is now the most
spacious and splendid example of Revived Gothic architecture m England. The
house contains many works of art—statues by Gibson, paintings by Rubens and
others—and is full of the most costly and beautiful decorations and furniture,
being essentially one of the show-houses of Britain. In the extensive gardens
are a Roman altar found in Chester and a Greek altar brought from Delphi.
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At Hawarden Castle, seven miles from Chester, is the home of William E.
Gladstone, and in its picturesque park are the ruins of the ancient castle,
dating from the time of the Tudors, and from the keep of which there is a fine
view of the Valley of the Dee. The ruins of Ewloe Castle, six hundred years
old, are not far away, but so buried in foliage that they are difficult to find.
Two miles from Chester is Hoole House, formerly Lady Broughton's, famous
for its rockwork, a lawn of less than an acre exquisitely planted with clipped
yews and other trees being surrounded by a rockery over forty feet high. In
the Wirral or Western Cheshire are several attractive villages. At Bidston,
west of Birkenhead and on the sea-coast, is the ancient house that was once
the home of the unfortunate Earl of Derby, whose execution is mentioned
above. Congleton, in Eastern Cheshire, stands on the Dane, in a lovely
country, and is a good example of an old English country-town. Its Lion
Inn is a fine specimen of the ancient black-and-white gabled hostelrie which
novelists love so well to describe. At Nantwich is a curious old house with a
heavy octagonal bow-window in the upper story overhanging a smaller lower
one, telescope-fashion. The noble tower of Nantwich church rises above, and
the building is in excellent preservation.

Nearly in the centre of Cheshire is the stately fortress of Beeston Castle,
standing on a sandstone rock rising some three hundred and sixty feet from
the flat country. It was built nearly seven hundred years ago by an Earl of
Cheshire, then just returned from the Crusades. Standing in an irregular
court covering about five acres, its thick walls and deep ditch made it a place
of much strength. It was ruined prior to the time of Henry VIII., having been
long contended for and finally dismantled in the Wars of the Roses. Being
then rebuilt, it became a famous fortress in the Civil Wars, having been seized
by the Roundheads, then surprised and taken by the Royalists, alternately
besieged and defended afterward, and finally starved into surrender by the
Parliamentary troops in 1645. This was King Charles's final struggle, though
the castle did not succumb till after eighteen weeks' siege, and its defenders
were forced to eat cats and rats to satisfy hunger, and were reduced to only
sixty. Beeston Castle was then finally dismantled, and its ruins are now an
attraction to the tourist. Lea Hall, an ancient and famous timbered mansion,
surrounded by a moat, was situated about six miles from Chester, but the moat
alone remains to show where it stood. Here lived Sir Hugh Calveley, one of
Froissart’s heroes, who was governor of Calais when it was held by the Eng-
lish, and is buried under a sumptuous tomb in the church of the neighboring
college of Bunbury, which he founded. His armed effigy surmounts the tomb,
and the inscription says he died on St. George's Day, 1394.
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THE, RIVERSRDIEIS

Frequent reference has been made to the river Dee, the Deva of the Welsh,
which is unquestionably one of the finest streams of Britain. It rises in the
Arran Fowddwy, one of the chief Welsh mountains, nearly three thousand feet
high, and after a winding course of about seventy miles falls into the Irish Sea.
This renowned stream has been the theme of many a poet, and after expand-
ing near its source into the beautiful Bala Lake, whose bewitching surroundings
are nearly all described in polysyllabic and unpronounceable Welsh names, and
are popular among artists and anglers, it flows through Edeirnim Vale, past
Corwen. Here a pathway ascends to the eminence known as Glendower's
Seat, with which tradition has closely knit the name of the Welsh hero, the
close of whose marvellous career marked the termination of Welsh independ-

PLAS NEWYDD, LLANGOLLEN.

ence. Then the romantic Dee enters the far-famed Valley of Llangollen, where
tourists love to roam, and where lived the “Ladies of Llangollen.” We are
told that these two high-born dames had many lovers, but, rejecting all and
enamored only of each other, Lady Butler and Miss Ponsonby, the latter sixteen
years the junior of the former, determined on a life of celibacy. They eloped
together from Ireland, were overtaken and brought back, and then a second
time decamped—on this occasion in masquerade, the elder dressed as a peasant
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and the younger as a smart groom in top-boots. Escaping pursuit, they settled
in Llangollen in 1778 at the quaint little house called Plas Newydd, and lived
there together for a half century. Their costume was extraordinary, for they
appeared in public in blue riding-habits, men’s neckcloths, and high hats, with
their hair cropped short. They had antiquarian tastes, which led to the accumu-
lation of a vast lot of old wood-carvings and stained glass, gathered from all
parts of the world and worked into the fittings
and adornment of their home. They were on
excellent terms with all the neighbors, and the
elder died in 1829, aged ninety, and the younger
two years afterward, aged seventy-six. Their re-
mains lie in Llangollen churchyard.

Within this famous valley are the ruins of Valle-
Crucis Abbey, the most picturesque abbey ruin
in North Wales. An adjacent stone cross gave
it the name six hundred years ago, when it was
built by the great Madoc for the Cistercian monks.
The ruins in some parts are now availed of for
farm-houses. Fine ash trees bend over the ruined
arches, ivy climbs the clustered columns, and the
lancet windows with their' delicate tracery are
much admired. The remains consist of the
church, abbot’s -lodgings, refectory, and dormi-
tory. The church was cruciform, and is now nearly roofless, though the east
and west ends and the southern transept are tolerably perfect, so that much of
the abbey remains. It was occupied by the Cistercians, and was dedicated to
the Virgin Mary. The ancient cross, of which the remains are still standing
near by, is Eliseg’s Pillar, erected in the seventh century as a memorial of that
Welsh prince. It was one of the earliest lettered stones in Britain, standing
originally about twelve feet high. From this cross came the name of Valle
Crucis, which in the thirteenth century was given to the famous abbey. The
great Madoc, who lived in the neighboring castle of Dinas Bran, built this
abbey to atone for a life of violence. The ruins of his castle stand on a hill
elevated about one thousand feet above the Dee. Bran in Welsh means crow,
so that the English know it as Crow Castle. From its ruins there is a beautiful
view over the Valley of Llangollen. Farther down the valley is the mansion
of Wynnstay, in the midst of a large and richly wooded park, a circle of eight
miles enclosing the superb domain, within which are herds of fallow-deer and
many noble trees. The old mansion was burnt in 1858,and an imposing struc-

RUINS OF VALLE-CRUCIS ABBEY.
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WYNNSTAY.,

ture in Renaissance now occupies the
site. Fine paintings adorn the walls by
renowned artists, and the Dee foams
over its rocky bed in a sequestered dell
near the mansion. Memorial columns
and tablets in the park mark notable men and events in the Wynn family,
the chief being the Waterloo Tower, ninety feet high. Far away down
the valley a noble aqueduct by Telford carries the Ellesmere Canal over the
Dee—the Pont Cysylltau—supported on eighteen piers of masonry at an
of one hundred
and twenty-one feet, while
a mile below is the still
more imposing viaduct car-
rying the Great Western
Railway across.

Not far distant is Chirk
Castle, now the home of Mr.
R. Myddelton Biddulph, a
combination of a feudal fort-

elevation

ress and a modern mansion.
The ancient portion, still
preserved, was built by Roger Mortimer, to whom Edward 1. granted the lord-
ship of Chirk. It was a bone of contention during the Civil Wars, and when
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they were over, $150,000 were spent in repairing the great quadrangular fort-
ress. It stands in a noble situation, and on a clear day portions of seventeen
counties can be seen from the summit.  Still following down the picturesque
river, we come to Bangorys-Coed, or “ Bangor-in-the-Wood,” in Flintshire,
once the seat of a fa-

mous monastery that |ZESSE=

1"

disappeared  twelve |& RN o
hundred -years ago. | - ~ - |
Here a pretty bridge
crosses the river,and a
modern church is the
most prominent struc-
ture in thevillage. The
old monastery is said
to have been the home
of twenty-four hun-
dred monks, one half
of whom were slain in
a battle near Chester
by the heathen king
LEthelfrith, who after-
wards sacked the mon-
astery, but the Welsh
soon gathered their
forces again and took

terrible  vengeance.
Many ancient coffins
and Roman remains
have been found here.
The Dee now runs
with swift current past
Overton to the ancient
town of Holt, whose
charter is nearly five
hundred years old, but
whose importance is
now much less than of yore. Holt belongs to the debatable Powisland, the
strip of territory over which the English-and Welsh fought for centuries. Holt
was formerly known as Lyons, and was a Roman outpost of Chester. Edward

WREXHAM TOWER.
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I. granted it to Earl Warren, who built Holt Castle, of which only a few quaint
pictures now exist, though it was a renowned stronghold in its day. It wasa
five-sided structure with a tower on each corner, enclosing an ample court-
yard. After standing several sieges in the Civil Wars of Cromwell’s time, the
battered castle was dismantled.

The famous Wrexham Church, whose tower is regarded as one of the “seven

THE ROODEE, FROM THE RAILWAV-BRIDGE.

wonders of Wales,” is three miles from Holt, and is four hundred years old.
Few churches built as early as the reign of Henry VIIL can compare with this.
It is dedicated to St. Giles, and statues of him and of twenty-nine other saints
embellish niches in the tower. Alongside of St. Giles is the hind that nourished
him in the desert. The bells of Wrexham peal melodiously over the valley,
and in the vicarage the good Bishop Heber wrote the favorite hymn, “From
Greenland’s Icy Mou