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PREFACE,

‘\'ﬂ ANY Histories of the Battles of the British
Navy exist. I am unacquainted, however,
with any work in a compendious form which
gives an account of the Navy itself—its rise
and progress—the changes in the mode of
building and rigging ships, and in the guns and other
engines of war—the manners and customs of its seamen
—the Arctic and other exploring expeditions performed by
its officers and men, together with its present condition
and future prospects. To supply this want has therefore
been my object in writing the following pages. I have
endeavoured to make the volume acceptable to all classer,
of the community, to enable those who know but little
about the matter to obtain a general view of the Navy,
and the important services it has rendered to the country
in past and present times, and to refresh the memory
" of others who may have read larger works on the subject.

The book is also especially intended for the amusement
and instruction of the rising generation—on shore as well
as on board the training-ships;of Which we have happily
no small number ; and I trust may have many more; and
it will, I hope, be read with interest by our gallant Blue-
jackets, serving both in the Royal Navy and in Mercantilo
Marine.

My aim has been to show what the Navy was, and what
it is ; and though iron has superseded wood, and we can no
longer sing, “ Hearts of oak are our ships,” yet we may with

as much truth as ever assert that “gallant tars are our
’ 5




%] PREFACE.

men,” only very greatly improved in many important
respects since these heart-stirring lines were written.

I have, in the latter portion, been greatly assisted by
Captain Silverlock, of the Royal Navy, who, having quite
recently served afloat, has been able to give me the
benefit of his knowledge and experience. The Battle
of the Future, and other illustrations, were also sketched
by bim. From an old Warrant Officer I obtained several
of the amusing anecdotes which have been introduced.

I am indebted to the courtesy of the Secretary of the
United Service Institution for the permission granted to
Mr. J. Cooper to make the engraving of the celebrated
pieture of the Battle of Trafalgar, which appears among
the illustrations; and also to the kindness of . Messrs. Griffin,
the well-known Naval Publishers of Portsea, for leave to
engrave a photograph of the Inflexible, the most powerful
and latest launched of our men-of-war.

It might have been easier to compose a much longer
work, but I have had space only to give short accounts of
the most celebrated sea-fights, and examples of actions
between single ships, and of cutting-out expeditions ; feel-
ing sure that my readers would be chiefly interested in
descriptions of undertakings which, though pacific in their
object, equally show the courage and hardihood of the
British sailor, and are calculated to benefit the human
race.

I have endeavoured, indeed, throughout to write what
people in general care to read, and to produce a work
answering fully to its title, “ A Popular History of the
British Navy.”

W. H. G. K.

BRrENTWEOD,
August, 1876,





















A POPULAR HISTORY

OF

THE BRITISH NAVY.

CHAPTER L

Indroductory Bemarhs.

OME was not built in a day, nor has the glorious
British Navy attained its present condition
except by slow degrees, by numerous trials
and experiments, by improvements gradually
and cautiously introduced, and by the employ-

ment of a vast amount of thought, energy, and toil. We
are apt, to forget when we see an elaborate machine, the
immense quantity of mental and physical exertion it
represents, the efforts of the united minds perhaps of many
successive generations, and the labour of thousands of
workmen. I propose briefly to trace the progress which
the British Navy has made from age to age, as well as its
customs, and the habits of its seamen, with their more
notable exploits since the days when this tight little island
of ours first became known to the rest of the world.

Some writers, indulging in the Darwinian theory of
development, would make us believe that the ironclad of
the present dai; is the legitimate offspring of the ancient
coracle or wicker-work boat which is still to be found
afloat on the waters of the Wye, and on some of the rivers
11




12 POPULAR HISTORY OF THE BRITISH NAVY.

of the east coast; but if such is the case, the descent must
be one of many ages, for it is probable that the Britons had
stout ships long before the legions of Ceesar set their feet
upon our shores. I am inclined to agree with an ancient
writer who gives it as his opinion that the British were
always a naval people. “For)” says he, in somewhat
quaint phraseology, “as Britain was an island, the inhabi-
tants could only have come to it across the ocean in ships,
and they could scarcely have had ships unless they were
nautically inclined.” The same writer asserts that the
Britons had vessels of large size long before the invasion of
the Romans, but that they either burnt them to prevent
their falling into the hands of the invaders, or that they
were destroyed by the Romans themselves, who then,
adding insult to injury, stigmatised the people as mere
painted barbarians, whose sole mode of moving over the
waters of their coasts and rivers was in wicker baskets
covered with hides—the truth being, that these wicker-
ribbed boats were simply the craft used by the British
fishermen on their coasts or streams. How could the
hordes that in successive ages crossed the German Ocean
have performed the voyage unless they had possessed more
efficient means of conveyance than these afforded? I
must, therefore, agree with the aforesaid ancient writer
that they had stout ships, impelled by sails and oars, which
were afterwards employed either in commercial or piratical
enterprises. The Britons of the southern shores of the
island possessed, he says, wooden-built ships of a size
considerably greater than any hide-covered barks could
have been. It is very certain that many hundred years
before the Christian era the Pheenicians visited the coasts
of Cornwall and Devonshire, and planted colonies there,
which retain to the present day their ancient peculiarities
and customs, and even many names of common things.
It is probable that these colonists, well acquainted as they
were with nautical affairs, kept up their praetical know-
ledge of shipbuilding, and formed a mercantile navy to
carry on their commerce with other countries, as well as
ships fitted for warfare to protect their ports from foreign
invasion, or from the attacks of pirates.
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Many English nautical terms at present in use are
clearly of Pheenician origin. DAvIT, for instance, is
evidently derived from the Arabic word Dawit, a crooked
piece of wood, similar in shape to that by which the boats
of a vessel are hoisted out of the water and hung up at her
sides. The word CABOOSE was the name given by the
Pheenicians to the temple dedicated to the god of fire,
whom they worshipped, built on the decks of their vessels;
when a purer faith was introduced, it being found con-
venient to cook dinners in the no longer sacred Caboose,
the name being retained, Blackie the cook took the place
of the officiating priest. Caboose is at the present day the
name of the kitchen-house on the deck of a merchant-
vessel. Many other terms even now used by seafaring
people are derived directly or indirectly from the same far-
distant origin, as are several of the eustoms observed at the
present day. I may mention some of them by-and-by.

Ships of the Ancients.

The ancient Greeks and other Eastern nations had
ships of considerable size many hundred years before the
Christian era. The earliest mythical stories describe long
voyages performed by vessels of far more complicated
structure than the simple canoe. The ships engaged in
the Trojan war each carried a hundred and twenty
warriors, which shows that at the period referred to they
could not have been of very small dimensions. Although
they might have been open, they had masts and sails, and
were propelled by rowers sitting on benches, while the
oars were fastened to the sides of the ship with leathern
thongs. Some were painted black, others red. When
they arrived at their destination, the bows were drawn up
on shore; or when on a voyage, they at night anchored
by the stern, with cables secured to large stones. At an
early period they had round bottoms and sharp prows.
We hear of ships with three ranks of rowers, called tri-
remes, B.C. 700, and long before that time biremes, or
ships with two ranks of oars, had been introduced. In the
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time of Cyrus, long sharp-keeled war-ships were used,
baving fifty rowers, who sat in one row,. twenty-five on
each side of the ship. About B.c. 400, the practice of
entirely decking over ships was introduced ; Themistocles
induced the Athenians to build a fleet of two hundred
sail, and to pass a decree that every year twenty ncw
triremes should be built. The Greeks even at that period,
however, seldom ventured out into the ‘open sea, steering
in the daytime by headlands or islands, and at night by
the rising and setting of different stars.

The Greeks possessed ships of war and merchant vessels.
That a war-galley was of large size may be inferred from the
fact that she carried two hundred seamen, besides on some
occasions thirty Epibatee—Iliterally, marines, trained to fight
at sea. These war-vessels moved with wonderful rapidity,
darting here and there with the speed of a modern steam-
vessel. The ordinary war-ships were triremes, or had three
banksof oars. The merchant-vessels or transportswere much
more bulky, had round bottoms, and although rowers were
employed on board, yet they were propelled chiefly by
their sails. After the time of Alexander, vessels with four,
five, and even more ranks of rowers became general, and
ships are described with twelve and even thirty ranks of
rowers and upwards—but they were found of no practical
use, as the crew on the upper benches were unable to throw
sufficient power into the immensely long oars which it was
necessary to employ.

Fully B.c. 500,the Carthaginians invented the quadremes,
and about B.c. 400, Dionysius, first tyrant of Syracuse,
whose ambition was to create a powerful navy, built
numerous vessels of the same description, unused till that
time by the Greeks. The rowers in these ships, with
numerous banks of oars, could not have sat directly one
above another, as some suppose; but the feet of those on
the upper tier must have rested on the bench or thwart on
which those immediately below them sat. Thus the tiers
of oars were probably not more than two feet, if so much,
one above another; and supposing the lowest tier was two
feet above the water, the highest in the quadremes could
not have been more than ten feet, and even then the
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length of the oar of the upper tier must have been very
great, and it must have required considerable exertion on
the part of the rower to move it. The most intéresting
part, however, of an ancient ship to us at the present day
was the beak or rostra. At first these beaks were placed
only above water, and were formed in the shape of a short
thick-bladed sword, with sharp points, generally three, onc
above another, and inclining slightly upwards, so that they
might rip open the planks of the vessels against which
they ran. They were sometimes formed in the shape of
a ram’s head fixed to the end of a beam; and hence in
modern days we have adopted the name of rams, which we
give to ships of war built on the same principle.

After a time these beaks were fixed on to the bow of the
ship bclow the water, and were thus still more dangerous
to other ships, when they could strike an antagonist on the
side. The bow of a ship was generally ornamented by the
Licad of some animal, such as a wild boar or a wolf, or
some imaginary creature placed above the rostra. On
both sides of the prow were painted eyes, such as are secn
on the bows of boats and vessels in the Mediterranean at
the present day. The upper part of the prow was frequently
ornamented with a hellr)net covered with bronze. The
steersman or pilot was looked upon as the chief in rank
among the crew, and after him there came an officer whose
duties were similar to those of the boatswain, as he had
the care of the gear ant command over the rowers. The
stern or puppis, from which we derive the term poop, was
clevated above the other parts of the deck, and here the
helmsman had his seat, sheltered by a shed frequently
adorned with an image of the tutelary deity of the vessel.
Sometimes he had a lantern hanging in front of him,
probably to enable him to see the magic compass, the use
of which was kept secret from the rest of the crew. A
circular shield or shields also ornamented the stern. Be-
hind the helmsman was placed a shight pole on which flew
the dog-vane, to show the direction of the wind. In the
centre of the ship was a raised platform on a level with
the upper part of the bulwarks, on which in battle the
soldiers took theirstand to hurl their darts against the enemy.
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The quadremes and quinqueremes carried from three to
four hundred rowers, and a ship belonging to Ptolemaeus
Philopater is described as carrying four thousand rowers.
From the surface of the water to the top of the prow was
forty-eight cubits, or seventy-two feet, and from the water
to the top of the stern fifty-three cubits, or nearly eighty
feet; she had thus sufficient room for forty ranks of
rowers, and the oars of the uppermost rank were thirty-
eight cubits or fifty-seven feet long, the handles of which

TRIREME,

were weighted with lead, so as to balance the outer part,
and thus render the long oars manageable. The lower
parts of the holes through which the oars passed were
covered with leather. Till the invention of the rudder,
vessels were steered by two large oars, one on either side
of the stern, with very broad blades. Ships were also
furnished with long poles, by which they could be shoved
off the ground. The triremes were fitted with two masts,
and so were even smaller vessels; the larger had three
masts, the largest of which was nearest the stern. They
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were usually of fir; and the head of the lower mast, which
is at present called the top, was in the shape of a drinking
cup. Some of these tops were of bronze; the largest held
three men, two in the next, and one in the smallest; and
breast-works ran round them to defend the occupants from
tho darts of the cnemy. They were also furnished with
tackles for hoisting up stones and weapons to hurl at the
foe. Above the main-mast was a top-mast or top-gallant-
mast, called the distaff; the yards were hoisted up much as
in the present day, and were secured by parrels or hoops
to the mast. They were fitted with topping-lifts and
braces. Each mast carried two square sails, and in after
days the Romans introduced triangular sails. Though they
generally ran before the wind, they were also able to sail
on a wind, though probabiy not very close-hauled.

Ships were supplied with weather-boards, or broad belts
of canvas, to keep out the sea, and were surrounded, also,
by lines of ropes one above another, to prevent the seamen
from being washed overboard. Sometimes these breast-
works were made of skins or wicker-work, and in bad
weather were raised to a considerable height above the
bulwarks. It is said that Anacharsis, upwards of 500 B.c,
if he did not invent, greatly 1mproved the form of anchors,
which were already made of iron. The anchor had gene-
rally two flukes or teeth, and was then called bidens; but
sometimes it had only one. We use the same terms as the
ancients, to cast anchor or weigh anchor, whence the latter
term is equivalent to set sail. Each ship had several
anchors ; that in which the Apostle Paul sailed, we know,
had four, and others had eight. The largest and most
important anchor was denominated “the last hope,” hence,
when that failed, arose the expression “the last hope gone.”
A buoy was used fixed to the anchor by a rope, to show
the spot where it lay.

The Romans possessed no war fleets till the year B.c. 260,
when a fleet of triremes was built to oppose the Carthagi-
nians. Many of them having been sent to the bottom,
however, by the quinqueremes of that people, the Romans
built & hundred of the latter-sized ships from the model of
a Carthaginian vessel wrecked on the coast of Italy. The

B
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Romans must have had very large merchant-vessels to
enable them to transport the enormous monoliths from
Egypt which they erected in Rome. These vast stones,
also, could not have been got on board and brought up the
Tiber without considerable mechanical appliances.

The construction of their ships differed but slightly from
that of the Greek vessels; they had turrets on the decks
of their larger men-of-war, and employed a variety of

BOMAN MERCHANT-VESSEL.

destructive engines; so that in battle the soldiers on
board fought much as they did when standing on the
walls of a fortress. Of one thing I am sure, that no correct
drawings of ancient ships have come down to us, if any
such were really made ; those on medals, cameos, and such
as are painted on walls, are probably as far removed from
the reality as a Thames barge is from a dashing frigate.
They give us, certainly, the different parts of the ship, and
from them we may form a pretty correct idea of what a
ship really was like. Certain it is, however, that ships
were built of prodigious size, and if not equal to a line-of-
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battle ship of late days, they must have been as large as,
if not larger than, the Great Harry,and probably quite as
well able to encounter as she was the boisterous seas.
Long before the Christian era, ships boldly struck across
the Mediterranean, and even passing through the Pillars
of Hercules, coasted along the shores of Iberia and Gaul,
and thence crossed over to Britain, or coasted round the
African continent.

Advanced as the ancients were in architectural know-
ledge, there is every reason to suppose that they were
equally capable of building ships to answer all their
requirements, either for war or commerce. They were
probably thus not only of great size, but well built, and
were certainly finished and ornamented in an elegant and
even a magnificent manner, far superior to that of many
ages later. The mistaken notion as to the size of the
ships of the ancients arises from the supposition that
because merchantmen of the present day are smaller than
men-of-war, that they were so formerly—the reverse, how-
.ever, being the case. Men-of-war were generally long,
narrow vessels, constructed for speed, to carry only fighting
men, with a small quantity of provisions; whereas mer-
chantmen were built of considerable beam and depth to
stow a large quantity of cargo. - A Pheenician vessel was
able to afford accommodation to 500 emigrants, with pro-
visions for a long voyage, besides her crew, while her
masts were formed of the cedars of Lebanon.

Mautical Cugtomsg derived from the
' dncients,

Among the best-known customs of the ocean is the
ceremony that takes place when ships cross the line.
That, however, like many others of olden days, is getting
somewhat into disuse. Few of those who have witnessed
it, probably, have suspected that its origin dates ~s far
back as the times of the Pheenicians. As the ship
approaches the imaginary band which encircles the globe,
a gruff voice hails her from alongside, and demands her
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name and nation, whenee she is from, and whither she is
bound. These questions being answered, she is ordered
to heave to, when no less a person than old father Neptune
himself, with his fair wife Amphitrite, and their attendant
Tritons, climb up over the bows, and take possession of the
fore part of the deck. Neptune generally wears a erown
formed out of a tin saucepan, with a flowing beard, a wig
of vakum, and a robe composed of some gay-coloured petti-
coat-stuff, stored up for the occasion, or a piece of canvas,
with curieus devices painted on it, while he carries in his
hand a trident, made out of a harpoon or a boat-hook.
The fair Amphitrite, who is more commonly known on
board as Bill Buntline, the boatswain’s mate, is habited,
like her lord, in the gayest of gay attire, with a vast
profusion of oakum locks, and bows of huge proportions,
although it must be confessed that she has very little to
boast of in the way of feminine delicacy or personal beauty,
while the Tritons are at all events very odd-looking fish.

The captain, surrounded by his officers, with the pas-
sengers behind him, stands on the poop, and a spirited -
conversation, not altogether destitute of humour, generally
takes place between him and Neptune—when the monarch
of the main demands that every one on board who has not
before crossed that portion of his watery realm where the
ship then floats, shall be brought before him. None, what-
ever their rank, are excused. Those who at once consent
to pay tribute are allowed to escape without undergoing
any further ceremony, but those luckless wights who refuse
or have not the wherewithal to pay are instantly seized
on by the Tritons, lathered with pitch and grease, shaved
with a rusty hoop, and soused over head and ears in a huge
tub, while frem all quarters, as they attempt io escape
from the marine monsters, bucketfuls of water are hove
down upon them. Uproar and apparent confusion ensues;
and usually it requires no little exertion of authority on
the part of the captain and officers to restore order.

We might suspect, from the introduction of the names
of Neptune and Amphitrite, that this curious and some-
what barbarous custom must have a classical origin.
There can be no doubt that it is derived from those mari-
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CROSSING THE LINE. 21

time people of old, the Phaenicians. Ceremonies, to which
those I have described bear the strongest similarity, were
practised by them at a very remote period, whenever one
of their ships passed through the Straits of Gibraltar.
That talented writer, David Urquhart, in his “ Pillars of
Hercules,” asserts that the Pheenicians and Caythaginians
possessed a knowledge of the virtues of tht loadstone, and
used it as a compass, a3 did the mariners of the Levant
till a late period.

The original compass consisted of a cup full of water,
on which floated a thin circular boaird, with the needle
resting on it ; this was placed in a small shrine or temple
in front of the helmsman, with a lantern probably fixed
inside to throw light on the mysterious instrument during
the night. The most fearful oaths were administered to
the initiated not to divulge the secret. Every means, also,
which craft could devise or superstition enforce was em-
ployed by the Pheenicians to prevent other people from
gaining a knowledge of it, or ofP the mode by which their
commerce beyond the Straits of Hercules was catried on,
or of the currents, the winds, the tides, the seas, the shores,
the people, or the harbours. A story is told of a Phoenician
vessel running herself on the rocks to prevent the Rothans
from finding the passage. This secrecy was enforced by
the most sanguinary code—death was the penalty of indis-
cretion ; thus the secret of the compass was preserved
from generation to generation among a few fimilies of
seamen unknown to the rest of the civilised wotld. The
ceremonies, especially, were kept up, though in a succes-
sion of ages they have undergone gradual alterations.

The lofty shores which form the two sides of the Straits
of Gibraltar were known in ancient days as the Pillars of
Hercules. Here stood the temple of the god, and hither
came the mariners before launching forth on the more
perilous part of their voyage, to pay their vows, and pro-
bably to bind themselves %y oaths to conceal the secrets
to be revealed to them. Perhaps in all cases the temple
on shore was not visited, but, at all events, the oaths weére
administered to the séamen on board, ablutions wete per-
formed, and sacrifices offered up. The introduction of
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Christianity did not abolish these observances, and through
the ignorance and superstition of the mariners of those
seas they were for century after century maintained, though
the motive and origin were altogether forgotten.

A traveller, who wrote gs recently as the seventeenth
century, describes a ceremony which took place on board
a ship in which he was sailing, when passing through the
straits.  Just as the two lofty headlands were in sight
on either side of the ship, an old seaman came forward
with a book, and summoning all those whose names he
declared not to be registered in it, made them swear that
they in future voyages would compel their fellow-seamen
to perform the same ceremonies in whicn they were about
to engage. Behind him appeared a band of veteran sea-
men dressed up in a variety of fantastic costumes, with a
drum and other musical instruments. These forthwith
seized on all whose names were not registered as having
before passed through the straits, and dragging them for-
ward, thrust them into tubs, and soused them thoroughly
with water. No one was altogether exempt, but those who
had before passed were allowed to escape a like process by
the payment of a fine.

These same mariners, when they extended their voyages
to the southern hemisphere, very naturally postponed the
ceremony which they were in the habit of performing on
passing the straits, till they crossed the line. They also,
not altogether abandoning classical allusions, changed the
name of their dramatis personce. Hercules, who had no
connection with the ocean, whatever he might have had
to do with the Straits of Gibraltar, had to give place to
Neptune, the long-honoured monarch of the main, and
Amphitrite was introduced to keep him company. We
recognise in the duckings, the sacrificial ablutions, and in
the shaving and fining, the oaths and the penalty.

When the hardy seamen of Great Britain first began to
steer their ships across the line, they were undoubtedly
accompanied by pilots and mariners of the Mediterranean,
These, of course, taught them the ceremonies they had
been in the habit of performing. The English, as may be
supposed, made various additions and alterations suited tq
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their rougher habits and ideas, and what at one time pro-
hably retained somewhat of the elegance of its classical
origin, became the strange burlesque it now appears.

Another nautical custom stilk in vogue is also derived
from remote antiquity. At the present day, with doubtful
propriety, in imitation of the rite of baptism, we christen
a ship, as it is often called, by breaking a bottle of wine
on her bows as she glides off the stocks. The custom is
of thoroughly heathen origin. A similar ceremony was
practised by the ancient Greeks when they launched a
ship. We ornament our vessels with flags; they decked
theirs with garlands. At the moment the ship was
launched forth into the deep the priest of Neptune
raised to his lips a goblet of wine, and after quaffing from
it, he poured the remainder out as a libation to his deity.
The modern Greeks still perform the ceremony much 1n
the manner of their ancestors. Clearly, the custom we have
of breaking a bottle of wine is derived from the libations of
the ancients. In most instances, at the present day, the
ship is named at the moment she is launched by a young
lady, who acts the part of the priest or priestess of old.

Of late years a religious service is usually performed at
the launch of a man-of-war. The heathen libation is
not, however, omitted, and the whole ceremony presents a
curious jumble of ancient and modern forms suited to the
tastes of the day. Still we are bound heartily to pray
that the gallant sailors who will man the stout ship may be
protected while in the performance of their duty to their
country ; and, still more, that they may be brought to a
knowledge of the Gospel.

The Greeks invariably gave feminine names to their
ships, choosing, whenever possible, appropriate ones;
while the less courteous Romans bestowed masculine
names on theirs. Though we may not have followed the
Greck rule, we to the present day always look upon a
ship as of the feminine gender.

The mariner’s compass, the most important instrument
used in pavigation, demands.further notice. The magnet,
or loadstone, was known to the ancient Greeks many cen-
turies before the Christian era. The legend mups, that



24 POPULAR HISTORY OF THE BRITISH NAVY.

one Magnes a shepherd, feeding his flocks on Mount Ida,
having “stretched himself on the ground to sleep, left his
crook, the upper part of which was made of iron, lying
against a rock. On awdking, and rising to depart, he
found, when he attempted to take up his crook, that the
iron adhered {o the rock. Having communicated this
extraordinary fact to some neighbouring philosophers,
they called the rock after the name of the shepherd
Magnes, the magnet.

The Chinese, of still more ancient date, so their tradi-
tions affirm, discovered a mountain rising out of the sea
possessmg an intensity of attraction so great that the
nails and iron bands were drawn out of their ships, caus-
ing their immediate wreck. Those sea-arabs whom we
call Pheenicians had, at a very early date, made use of
their knowledge of the property of the loadstone to turn
towards the North Pole; though, like many other dis-
coveries, as I have just mentioned, it was kept a profound
secret among a select few, and concealed from the public
by having an air of religious mystery thrown over it.
Lumps of loadstone formed into balls were preserved in
their temples, and looked upon with awe, as possessing
mystic properties. With these round stones the point
of a needle was rubbed, as often as it required fresh
magnetising.

I have already described the compass used by the
Pheenicians, and how, long after Islamism had gained the
ascendency, it was possessed by their descendants. At
length the secret was divulged, and it came into general
use among the mariners of the Mediterranean in the tenth
and eleventh centuries. Its original form was unaltered
for nearly four centuries, when, in 1502, Flavio Gioja of
Positano, near the town of Amalfi, on the coast of Calabria,
a place celebrated for its maritime enterprise, improved
upon the primitive rude and simple instrument by sus-
pending the needle on a centre, and enclosing it in a box.
The advantages of his invention were so great that his
instrument was universally adopted, and hence he gained
the credit of being the inventor of the mariner’s compass,
of which he was only the improver.
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Long before the compass was used at sea, it had been
employed by the Chinese to direct the course of their
caravans across the desert. For this purpose a figure,
placed in a waggon which led the caravan,was so constructed
that the arm and hand moved with perfect freedom, the
magnetic needle being attached to it; the hand, however,
pointed to the south, the negative end being fixed in it.
The Chinese also used a needle which was freely suspended
in the air, attached to a silken thread, and by this means
they were able to détermine the amount of the western
variation of the needle. It is possible that both the
Chinese and Arabs discovered the magnetic powers of the
loadstone, although the latter in their long voyages may
have allowed' the knowledge they possessed to have been
drawn from them by the astute Chinese; or, vice versa,
the Arabs may have obtained the knowledge which the
Chinese already possessed, and kept it secret from the
western nations. We all remember the wonderful ad-
ventures of Sinbad the Sailor, as narrated in the Arabian
Nights—how the ship in which he sailed was attracted by
a magnetic mountain, which finally drew all the iron bolts
and nails out of her. Now it happens that the author
places Sinbad’s mountain in the same part of the world in
which the Chinese say their magnetic mountain exists.
Ptolemy, in his geography, also describes a magnetic
mountain existing in the Chinese Seas. We may there-
fore, I think, come to the conclusion, that the mariner’s
compass was known to the ancients long before the
Chnistian era, and that although disused for centuries, the
knowledge was never altogether lost.




CHAPTER IIL

Gurly English Ships.

(FroM A.D. 600 70 A.D. 1087.)

E Englishmen undoubtedly derive a large
portion of our nautical spirit from our Saxon
ancestors, the first bands of whom came to
the shores of our tight little island under
those sea-rovers known as Hengist and Horsa,

invited by the helpless Britons to defend them from the

attacks of the savage Picts and Scots. The enemies of
the gallant heroes I have named were apt to call them
pirates; but as might made right in most sublunary affairs
during those dark and troubled ages of the world’s history,
they looked upon the roving commissions they had given
themselves as perfectly honourable and lawful, and felt no
small amount of contempt for the rest of mankind who chose
to stay at home at ease by their firesides, while they were

ploughing the ocean in search of plunder and glory. I

suspect that they had a strong preference for the former.
After the Saxons had driven the ancient inhabitants of

the island out of the more fertile portions of the country,
and had made themselves, according to their notions, pretty
comfortable in their new homes; they, in a little time,
in their turn, were sadly pestered by foreign invaders.

These were the Danes. Those hardy sons of the North,

still more wild and fierce than the Saxons, and still less

scrupulous in their proceedings, pleased with the appear-

ance of the country which they had come over to look at,

settled themselves in every nook and corner of Old England

in which they could haul up their ships, and find a resting-
28




THE OLD SEA-KINGS. 27

place for their feet. I cannot help feeling a great respect
for those old sea-kings. They were heathens, and we must
judge of them by the light which they possessed, and not
by any standard acknowledged in the present civilised
world. Bold, enterprising, and sagacious, their own country
confined and barren, they looked on the wide ocean as the
only worthy field for the employment of their energies.
They loved it for itself, too; they were born on it, or within
the sound of its surges; they lived on it, they fought on it,
and it was their wish through life to die on it, as if only
on its boundless expanse their free spirits could be eman-
cipated from this mortal coil. This same spirit still exists
and animates the breasts of the officers and men of our
navy, of our vast mercantile marine ; and, though mentioned
last, not certainly in a less degree of the owners of the
superb yacht fleets which grace the waters of the Solent,
of the Bay of Dublin, of Plymouth Sound, of the mouth of
the Thames, and indeed of every harbour and roadstead
round our shores. No people, unless animated by such a
spirit, would go to sea simply for the love of a sea-life as
do our yachtsmen. We may depend upon it that they are
the lineal descendants of those old sea-rovers, somewhat
more civilised and polished certainly, differing as much in
that respect, it is to be hoped, from their remote ancestors
as do their trim yachts, which will go nine knots or more
within four and a-balf points of the wind, from the tubbish-
looking sturdy craft of the Danes, which had no idea of
sailing any way except dead before the gale.

There was something barbarously grand in the notion of
the old Norse kings which induced them, when worn out
with age and fatigue, to sail forth into mid-ocean, and
then, lighting their own funeral pile, to consume themselves
and the stout ship they loved so well in one conflagration.
Seriously, however, we must not forget that they were
influenced by a very terrible and dark superstition, and be
thankful that we live in an age when the bright beams of
Christianity have dispelled such gross errors from this part
of the globe. I cannot help fancying that the late Lord
Yarborough, that chief of true yachtsmen, had somewhat
the same feeling 1 have been describing, refined and
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- civilised of course, when, his vessel, the Kestrel, being in
Malta harbour, he found death approaching, and ordered
her to be got under weigh, to stand out to sea, that he
might breathe out his spirit surrounded by that element
on which he had so long made his home, and in which he
so truly delighted.

The tribes, now so closely united, which make up the
British race, were the most maritime people of their time,
and it is not, therefore, surprising that we should now
possess strong nautical propensities. The Normans, it must
be remembered also, who afterwards conquered England,
were descended from the same bold sea-rovers, though,
having paid sundry visits to Paris, where they learned to
write poetry, to sing, and to dance, with many other
accomplishments, they had wonderfully improved in civili-
sation since the days of their ancestors, of whom I have
been speaking. Still the same enterprising spirit animated
their bosoms, afterwards to shine forth with splendour,
when their descendants became the leaders of numberless
exploring expeditions to all parts of the world, and of the
victorious fleets of Old England.

There is no doubt, as I have shown, that the English
possessed trading vessels, if not also ships, built exclusively
for war, from a very early period.

The first regular war-fleet, however, which we hear of
was one built by our great King Alfred, to protect his
dominions from the attacks of the Danes.

He designed a ship from the model of those used by the
Greeks, Romans, and Carthaginians, similar to the Maltese
galley employed down to a very recent date in the Mediter-
ranean. His ships are said to have been twice as large as
any vessels of whr used by other nations at that period.
They wete large galleys, propelled by sixty oars, with a
deck above that part where the rowers sat. On the deck
stood the fighting men and mariners, who managed the
gails, for they had masts and sails as well as oars. There
were besides probably small towers or breast-works at the
stern and bow to contribute to their means of attack and
defence. These ships were built of well-seasoned materials,
commanded by experienced officers, whom the king had
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collected from all quarters, and manned by expert seamen.
The commanders were ordered to go forth in quest of the
Danes, to attack wherever they encountered them, and to
give no quarter; orders which were strictly obeyed, and
which for the time were most efficacious in clearing the
coast of pirates. In consequence of the ease with which
the ships were moved through the water, and from their
being always able to keep the weather-gauge, as likewise
from the strange appearance which they presented to their
encmies, Alfred’s commanders were not afraid of attacking
twice or thrice their own number of the enemy, and
invariably came off victorious. Indeed they had nearly
the same advantage over the Danes which a steamer at the
present day has over a fleet of Chinese junks. Alfred, it
1s said, caused surveys to be made of the coasts of Norway
and Lapland, and sent out ships to the polar regions in
search of whales.

I have met with an old writer, who deseribes a far more
remarkable achievement than any of these. He was a
monk, of course, and his knowledge of geography we may
suspect was rather limited, when he tells us that in the
reign of Alfred a voyage was performed to the Indies by
the way of the north-east—that is to say, round the north
of Asia—under the command of a certain monk, Swithelm,
who, as his reward, was made Bishop of Sherburn. The
mission was undertaken to aid the Christians of a place
called St. Thomas, on the continent of India, and we are
assured that the curiosities which were brought back, and
are fully described, are exactly like the productions found
in India, when it became more fully known. The expe-
ditien, if it ever took place, must have proceeded down the
African coast and round the Cape of Good Hope. If so,
the seamen of Britain, with a monk as their commander,
sueceeded in an enterprise which, having been totally for-
gotten, immortalised Bartholomew Diaz as the discoverer of
the Stormy Cape full six centuries afterwards. We must
not place more faith in the narrative than it deserves, but
one thing is certain, that if any long or perilous voyages
were performed, the prints of ships pretending to be those
of the days of King Alfred found on tapestries, old illus-
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trated histories and other works are not slightly incorrect.
When a boy, I used very strongly to suspect that if a ship
had ever been built after the model of the prints exhibited
in the History of England, she would either, as sailors say,
have turned the turtle directly she was launched, or have
gone boxing about the compass beyond the control of those
on board her; but as to standing up to a breeze, or going
ahead, I saw that that was impossible. I have since
discovered, with no little satisfaction, when examining into
the subject, that the verbal descriptions of the ships of
those days give a very different idea to that which the
prints and tapestry work do, which so offended my nau-
tical instincts. '

Large substantial vessels, we may depend on it, existed
in those days, and though encumbered with much top
hamper, and rigged only with square sails, they did not
carry the high towers nor the absurdly cut sails which
they are represented to have done in all the illustrated
histories I have seen. The celebrated galleys of King
Alfred are described by an old writer as very long, narrow,
and deep vessels, heavily ballasted on account of the high
deck on which the soldiers and seamen stood above the
heads of the rowers. Of these rowers, there were four to
work each oar, and as there were thirty-eight oars on a
side, there must have been upwards of three hundred
rowers to each vessel. Whether these vessels had more
than one mast is uncertain. From their want of beam
they would have run much risk of turning over had they
attempted to sail except directly before the wind. They
moved with great rapidity; and in an engagement off
the Isle of Wight, they ran down the Danish vessels in
succession till the whole fleet of the enemy was either
sunk, driven on shore, or put to flight.

The navy of England still further increased during the
reign of Alfred’s immediate successors, till, in the time of
King Edgar (A.D. 957), it had reached the number of three
thousand six hundred ships at least, “ with which,” as say
his chroniclers, “he vindicated the right claimed in all
ages by the sovereigns of this island to the dominion of
the seas (meaning the seas surrounding England), and
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acquired to himself the great title of The Protector of
Commerce.”

This navy was divided into three fleets, each of twelve
hundred sail, which he kept in constant readiness for
service, one on the eastern coast, another on the western,
and a third on the northern coasts of the kingdom, to
defend them against the depredations of the Danish and
Norman pirates, and to secure the navigation of the ad-
jacent seas; which, that he might the more effectually do,
he, every year after the festival of Easter, went on board
the fleet on the eastern coast, and sailing westward with
it scoured the channel of pirates; and having looked into
all the ports, bays, and creeks between the Thames’ mouth
and Land’s End, quitted this fleet and sent it back, and
going on board the western fleet did the like in those parts,
as also on the coasts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and
among the Hebrides or Western Islands, where being met
by the northern fleet, he went on board the same, and came
round to the Thames mouth. Thus encompassing all his
dominions, and providing for the security of their coasts,
he rendered an 1nvasion impracticable,and kept his sailors
in continual exercise. This he did for the whole sixteen
years of his reign.

May our rulers ever possess the wisdom of Alfred, the
greatest of England’s kings, and by the same means pre-
serve inviolate the shores of our native land.

It would have been well for Old England had all its
monarchs imitated the excellent example set by King
Edgar, and had never allowed any decrease in the naval
establishment. Let the present generation do as he did,
with the modifications changed times and circumstances
have introduced, and then, although we may not be able
correctly to troll forth “ Hearts of oak are our ships,” we
may sing truly—

“Iron coats wear our ships,
Lion hearts have our men ;
We always are ready ;

Then steady, boys, steady ;
‘We'll fight and we’ll conquer again and again.?

King Edgar appears to have been the last great naval
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sovereign of the Saxon race. When his son Ethelred, by
the murder of his brother Edward, came to the throne, his
navy was s0 neglected that the Danes made incursions
with impunity on every part of the coasts of England, and
in the year A.D. 991, they extorted no less a sum than
£10,000 from that wicked monarch, or rather from his
unfortunate subjects (who, depend upon it, had to pay the
piper), as the price of their forbearance in refraining from
levying a further amount of plunder.

This circumstance might have served as a strong hint to
the English of those times to keep up the strength of their
navy, but it does not appear to have had any such effect ;
and even that wise monarch, Canute the Great, had only
thirty-two ships afloat. We find, however, that when
Harold, son of Earl Godwin, was striving to maintain his
claim to the erown of England (A.D. 1066), he fitted out a
nuinerous fleet, with which he was able to defeat his rivals.
Now, as we are elsewhere told that one of these rivals alone
had a navy of three hundred sail, his must have been of
considerable magnitude. After his death, at the battle of
Hastings, his sons and several of his chief nobility escaped
in the remnant of their fleet to the coasts of Norway,
and gave no little annoyanee to the Norman Conqueror,
William. ,

1t must be remembered that the Duke of Normandy,
as he was then styled, had, to bring over his army, nine
hundred transports ; but he burnt them when he landed,
to show his own followers, as well as the Saxons, that he
had eome to die or to conquer.

Such is a very brief account of the navy of England up
to the time of the Norman Conquest.

It is more easy to describe what the ships of those days
were not like than to give an exact description of them.
Certainly the ships represented on tapestry, on scals, or on
coins are very unlike any piece of naval architeeture which
ever had existence. Every seaman knows how impossible
it is for an ordinary landsman to draw anything like a
faithful representation of a ship, however picturesque
a production the thing might appear to him. We are
bound, therefore, to look with grave suspicion on the per-
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formances of the draughtsmen of those early days; who had
but a poor idea of drawing the objects they had constantly
before their eyes.

Our artist has given a fair representation, I suspect, of
what a ship was in those early days. She probably had
another mast aft, and some more head sail of a square
shape. What are called fore and aft sails were not generally
used till comparatively modern times. She looks as if she

KING ALFRED'S SHIPS.

really was fitted to cross the channel, to carry a number
of men, and even to contend with heavy seas. The tall
masts, heavy rigging, and large tops, on which a number
of men could stand aund fight, had not then been employed
on these northern seas.

I have hitherto spoken only of the war-ships of those
early days. There were, however, merchant-ships which
traded to far-distant shores. They were probably good
wholesome craft, of somewhat tub-like form, of about the
size of a vessel of the present day of one hundred to one
hundred and fifty tons, rigged with two or three big

C
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sails, with one bank of oars, and manned by a hardy and
numerous crew, who patiently waited for the coming of
a fair wind before they ventured to make sail; and who,
though generally addicted to hugging the shore, yet at
times ventured to stand out into the boundless ocean,
guided alone by the stars. The mercantile marine was en-
couraged in every way by the wiser sovereigns of the Saxon
race, as the nursery of those stout seamen who would
prove the best bulwarks of their country against foreign
invasion.

We now come to a fresh epoch in the history of Old
England ; but as no writer of those days has thought fit
to enlighten us as to naval affairs, our knowledge of them
is meagre and unsatisfactory.

Literature, in that iron age, was chiefly confined to
monastic cells; we hear of bishops becoming warriors, and
leading their armies to battle on the field, and it is recorded
that there were other monks besides Swithelm who took to
the sea as a profession. Probably some sailors, after grow-
ing weary of cutting throats on the high seas, and other
acts of piracy, assumed the easy and dignified position of
monks, and endowed their monasteries with their wealth ;
but then it may be questioned whether they were likely
to have been able to read, much less to write.

William of Normandy had, for some time, too much to
do on shore in keeping his new subjects in order, to attend
to affairs afloat; but he at length was compelled to build
and fit out a fleet to defend his kingdom from the attacks
of the Danes, instigated by the sons and followers of
Harold. He, after much consideration, hit upon a new
plan for raising a fleet, and it is a point of history worthy
of recollection. e exempted five of the principal ports
of the kingdom from all taxes, impositions, or burdens, on
condition that each should fit out, man, and support a
certain number of vessels for a certain period. They were
Dover, Romney, Sandwich, Hastings, and Ryde, and were
thence called the CINQUE Ports. Though others were
afterwards added, the name has ever since been retained.
It appears by Doomsday Book that Dover, Romney, and
Sandwich, severally, were, to provide twenty vessels each,
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with twenty-one men, provisioned for fifteen days at their
own charge. After that time the crews were to be sup-
ported by the Crown.

Another document states that, besides the twenty men,
there is to be a master of the mariners, who is to receive
sixpence a day, a constable, who is to receive a like sum,
and each mariner threepence a day. These five ports,
with other smaller ones attached to them, provided in
all 57 ships, 1187 men, and 57 boys, one boy being on
board each ship. These boys were called gromets. A
gromet is now the name given to a ring of rope used some-
times to slide up and down the mast, and I conclude,
therefore, that the duty of these boys was to swarm up
the mast, and set and furl the lighter sails.

In the reign of King John (A.D. 1217), Herbert of Burgo,
the captain of Dover, hearing of an invasion intended by
Lewis the Elder, son of the King of France, in favour of the
discontented barons, assembled in the king’s name forty
tall ships from the Cinque Ports, and took, sunk, and
discomfited eighty sail of Frenchmen in a gallant engage-
ment on the high seas. These ports did great service
under Henry the Third and Edward the First. Among
other brave deeds, they fitted out one hundred sail, and
encountered two hundred sail of Frenchmen with such
success, that they effectually ruined the navy of France.
Many years happily passed before that country recovered
the loss of her men and ships. I will give a fuller account
of this action further on. Numberless are the tales of a
like description to be told.

Besides the twenty-three mariners which these war-
ships of the Cinque Ports carried, there were on board a
considerable number of fighting men, knights, and their
retainers, armed with bucklers, spears, and bows and
arrows. They also used slings and catapults, and perhaps
stink-pots, like those employed by the Chinese at the
present day, as well as other ancient engines of warfare.
That ships of war were capable of holding a considerable
number of men, we learn from the well-known account of
the death of the brave young Prince William, son of Henry
the First. When crossing the channel from Normandy,
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in an attempt to make his ship get ahead of that of his
father, he kept too close in with the shore, and conse-
quently ran on a rock called the Shatteras. He might
have been saved ; but hearing that his sister, the Countess
of Perche, still remained on board, he ordered the boat in
which he was escaping to put back to rescue her. On
arriving alongside, so large a number of people jumped
into the boat, that she was swamped, and all were lost.
On this occasion two hundred people perished, only one,
the ship’s butcher, escaping to the shore, and through him
the sad tidings were known. Now, if we turn to any old
illustrated History of England, we shall find, probably, a
print professing to describe this very event. Yet, on
examining it, we shall see that the vessel is not large
enough to carry twenty people, much less two hundred.
The artists either made their sketches from river barges,
or row boats, or drew a ship from one they saw at a
distance, and having altered and adorned her to suit
their own fancies afterwards, put a crew on board, utterly
forgetful of the proper proportions between the ship and
the men.

In the reign of the son and successor of William the
Conqueror, William the Second, called Rufus, the first
great crusade against the Saracen possessors of the Holy
Land was commenced, in the year 1095. To aid in that
extraordinary expedition, a large fleet was fitted out in
England, and placed under the command of the Earl of
Essex. The ships, as they had a long voyage to perform,
and a number of armed men and provisions to carry, must
have been of considerable size. As the use of the mariner’s
compass was unknown to them, they must have coasted
round the shores of France, Portugal, and Spain, before
they entered the Mediterranean.

The Atlantic in those days was not likely to be more
tranquilly disposed than it is at present, and thus the
mariners must have been expert and brave, and the ships -
well found, or they would not have performed the voyage in
safety. 'We know that the Crusaders had horses, but they
probably were transported from the neighbouring shores
of he Mediterranean, and any favourite war-steeds which
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came from England were conveyed across France. Neither
Henry the First nor Stephen, from A.D. 1100 to 1135,
maintained a navy, properly so called, but on the few
occasions that they required ships, they hired them of the
merchants, called on the Cinque Ports to supply them, or
had them built for the purpose.

Probably all vessels in those days carried oars, or long
sweeps, to assist them in calms, and in going in and out
of harbours; but many craft of considerable burden de-
pended solely on oars for moving at all. There appears to
be much difference of opinion as to how these oars were
worked when there were several tiers, and I therefore
return to the subject already touched on in the first
chapter. It is most probable that there was one space, or
between-decks, devoted entirely to the rowers. This space
was fitted with a succession of rows of benches one higher
than the other, but not one above another. That is to say,
that the bench immediately higher than the first was
placed in the interval between it and the one behind it, -
so that the rowers sitting on this higher bench had their
feet pressed against the bench below them, others on the tier
above having their feet on their bench. As the tiers were
higher and higher in the vessel’s sides, the oars would be
longer and longer, and would project far beyond the lower
ones ; indeed, they would become sweeps, and probably
the inner part of each would extend completely across the
vessel, and thus the upper oars on the same tier would not
be opposite to each other. The lowest tier would perhaps
be pulled only by one or two men, and as the tiers rose 1
height, and consequently the oars in length, more men
would be added. Then, again, the lower tiers would have
many more oars than the upper, and consequently even
more men would be seated on the lower than on the upper
benches. This, I think, is the best solution as to the diffi-
culty regarding the mode in which the rowers of a large
galley were placed. The hold and the deck immediately
below the rowers was thus left for cargo and stores, and
perhaps for sleeping places, while the deck and forecastle,
and aftercastle or poop above them, were free for working
the sails and for fighting. The officers, and perhaps the
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crew, slept under the poop and forecastle, and in other build-
ings on deck, as is the case on board many vessels at the
present day, only the forecastles and poops were more like
those of a Chinese junk than of any modern European
craft.

Henry the Second, in the year 1171, collected or built
a fleet of four hundred ships of great size, for the purpose
of carrying over his troops for the conquest of Ireland,
which country he annexed to the English crown. These
ships, as no enemy was to be encountered on the ocean,
were merely transports.

Richard the First, of the Lion Heart, who began to reign
1189, fitted out a fleet, which, when assembled in the port
of Messina in Sicily, in the year 1189, ready to carry his
army to the shores of the Holy Land, consisted of sixteen
capital ships of extraordinary burden (occupying the posi-
tion of three-deckers), one hundred and fifty ordinary ships
of war, and fifty-three galleys, besides vessels of less size
and tenders. In his passage to Acre, known also as Ptole-
mais, he encountered a huge vessel of the Saracens, laden
with ammunition and provisions, bound for the same place,
which was then besieged by the Christian army. She was
called the Dromunda, and her size was enormous. Though
she appeared like some huge castle floating on the sea,
Richard ordered his galleys to attack her, and as they ap-
proached, they were received by showers of missiles, Greek
fire, and other horrible combustibles. It was no easy task
to board so lofty a ship, but the king urged on his men,
some of whom, jumping overboard, swam to the rudder, to
which they secured ropes, and thus gained the power of
steering her. The most active now climbed up her sides,
but were driven back by the overwhelming number of her
defenders. The galleys were next ordered to try the effect
of their beaks ; retiring to windward, and setting all their
sails, as well as working away with their oars, they bore
down on the Dromunda with such force and velocity, that
their iron beaks pierced the sides of the monstrous ship,
which instantly began to sink, and out of fifteen hundred
officers and men who composed her company, the whole,
with the exception of fifty-five, were drowned. These latter
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were chiefly officers, none of the common men being re-
ceived on board the galleys.

It is very evident that the art of shipbuilding must have
made considerable progress in that part of the world, when
a ship of such a size could be constructed. The Dromunda
could scarcely have been less in size than a fifty-gun ship
in Nelson’s day.

We here see the effect produced by rams, much in the

SINKING OF THE DROMUNDA.

way it is proposed to employ them in modern warfare.
There will, however, be this difference in a naval battle of
the futurc, that both sides will be provided with these
formidable implements of warfare. Before Richard reached
Acre a fierce naval engagement had taken place between
the besiegers and the besicged. The latter came out of
port with their galleys two and two, preserving a similar
array in their advance. The Crusaders prepared to receive
them, moving to a distance, so that they should not be
denied frec egress. The Crusaders then disposed their
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ships in a curved line, so that if the enemy attempted to
break through they might be enclosed and defeated. In
the upper tiers the shields interlaced were placed circularly,
and the rowers sat close together, that those above might
have freer scope. The sea being perfectly calm, no impedi-
ment was offered to the blows of the warriors or the strokes
of the rowers; advancing nearer to each other, the trumpets
sounded on both sides, and mingled their dread clangour.
First, they contended with missiles, but the Crusaders more
earnestly plied their oars, and pierced the enemy'’s ships
with the beaks of their own. Soon the battle became
general ; the oars became entangled, and the combatants
fought hand to hand.

There was one English galley which, through the rash-
ness of the crew, got close alongside an enemy, who set her
in flames with their Greek fire. The Saracens on this
rushing in at all parts, the rowers leaped into the sea, but
a few soldiers remained through desperation. Those few
overcame the many, and retook their half-burned ship.
The weapons used were swords, axes, lances, arrows, and
other missiles, as well as engines for casting large stones ;
and both Saracens and Christians employed that burning
oil commonly called the Greek fire, which is said to con-
sume both flint and iron. It was the invention of the
seventh century, and was long used with terrific effect by
the Greeks, who called it the liquid fire. It is supposed
to have been composed of naphtha, pitch, and sulphur, with
other ingredients. It was propelled in a fluid state through
brazen tubes from the prows of vessels and from fortifica-
tions, with as much facility as water is now thrown from
the fire-engine ; igniting the moment it was exposed to
the air, when it became a continuous stream of fire, carry-
ing with it torture and destruction. Water increased its
power, and it could only be extinguished by vinegar or
sand ; while, in addition to its other horrors, it emitted a
stifling smoke, loud noise, and disgusting stench. Tow
dipped in it was fastened to the heads of arrows, which thus
became carriers of unquenchable flame. Itwas kept in jars
or large bottles. It was probably introduced into England
before the time of Richard the First, for in 1195 a payment
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was made by the king for carrying Greek fire and other
implements from London to Nottingham.

]I; ire-ships were, indeed, of far earlier date than the days
of Richard the First. We find them in use among the
Tyrians in the time of Alexander the Great. It is related
that at the siege of Tyre, when a mole was being constructed
to join that city to the continent, the inhabitants, having
loaded a large ship heavily by the stern with sand and
stones, for the purpose of raising her head out of the water,
and having filled her with all sorts of combustible matter,
they drove her violently with sails and oars against the mole,
when they set fire to her, the seamen escaping in their
boats. The mole being in a great measure built of wood,
with wooden towers on it, was by this device utterly de-
stroyed. Thus we see that the Tyrians invented and suc-
cesstully employed fire-ships before the Christian era. We
are apt to consider many other discoveries modern which
were known to the ancients. For instance, an Italian
author, some three centuries ago, describes a ship weighed
in his time out of the lake of Riccia, where it had lain
sunk and neglected for above thirteen hundred years. It
was supposed to have belonged to Trajan.

He observed, he says, “that the pine and cypress of
which it was built had lasted most remarkably. On the
outside it was built with double planks, daubed over with
Greek pitch, caulked with linen rags, and over all a sheet
of lead, fastened on with little copper nails.”

Here we have caulking and sheathing together known
in the first century of the Christian era; for, of course, the
sheet of lead nailed over the outside with copper nails was
sheathing, and that in great perfection, the copper nails
being used instead of iron, which, when once rusted in the
water by the working of the ship, soon lose their hold, and
drop out.

Captain Saris, in a voyage to Japan in the year 1613,
describes a junk of from eight to ten hundred tons burden,
sheathed all over with iron. As in the days of the Plan-
tagenets the country had not the advantage of possessing
a Board of Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, nor,
indeed, any office in which the records of the ships built,






CHAPTER IIL
The Pady e the Daps of the Plantagenets,

(Frox A.p. 1087 To A.D, 1327.)

ILLIAM RUFUS, in 1087, had scarcely a
vessel which deserved the name of a ship of
war. The trade of the country, however, was
carried on by small craft, of which there were

' great numbers; there remained also some of
the transports of former years, but William when expect-
ing the invasion of his kingdom by his brother Robert,
found to his sorrow that he possessed no ships of sufficient
size to compete with those of the Normans. Being
unwilling to weaken his land forces by sending them on
board such ships as he possessed, he engaged all the large
trading-vessels of the country, and invited mariners to
cmbark in the transports. He gave commissions, also,
to all the traders to sink, burn, and destroy every Norman
vessel they could meet with, and offered considerable
rewards for every successful action. Besides this, he
published proclamations 1viting all private persons to
tit out vessels on their own account, encouraging them
with the promise of similar rewards. Numbers of traders
accepted the commission, and the sea swarmed with priva-
teers. They were of small size, but were manned by bold
seamen, who encouraged one another by their numbers.

Robert, who was aware that the English had no fleet, not

expecting any resistance at sea, thoudht only of loadmnr

his transports with as mauny men as they could carry.

His ships were therefore ill-prepared for action, being over-
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loaded with men, and he little expected any opposition
from the small ships of the English.

The latter, meantime, obtained exact intelligence of the
movements of the Normans, while they kept secret their
own forces and plans. The Normans at length sailed, and
had no time to laugh at the smallness of the English
ships before they began to quake at their numbers. The
latter bore down upon them like a pack of hounds on a
stag, and, encouraged by the promised rewards, fought with
the greatest fury. In vain the Normans attempted to fly ;
they were overtaken and overpowered by the multitude of
their assailants. The number that perished by the sword
and drowning was astonishing; those who attempted to
escape were overtaken, and shared the fate of the others;
and but few got back to Normandy with the news of their
defeat. Never was a sea-fight in which personal courage
was more nobly exhibited ; never a more complete victory,
nor ever, apparently, slighter means of obtaining it.

The Normans called the English pirates, but they were
properly privateers, and the original armament to which
they were united, though a poor one, was a royal force.
William punctually paid the promised rewards.

People were generally too pleasantly employed in those
mediseval days in knocking their neighbours on the head,
or in storming and demolishing their castles, and other
similar pastimes on shore, to attend to any subject so
unromantic as shipbuilding or navigation.

Still the monarchs of the Plantagenet race had ships of
their own; but their chief notion of keeping up a navy
was by laying taxes on the seaports, on commerce, and on
the fisheries, thus crippling the surest means by which a
fleet could be maintained. The chief naval events of the
intermediate reigns have been described in the preceding

chapter.
John, we are told, had a naval establishment of ships
and officers, with certain boards for its government. He

had not many vessels, however, as he chiefly depended on
the Cinque Ports to furnish him with ships, while he laid
an embargo on merchant vessels in case of necessity; and
turned them into shipsof war. Hemust have had a great
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notion, however, of keeping up the dignity of England on
the ocean, as he passed an ordinance that all ships should
lower their topsails to the English flag; a custom which
was preserved for many centuries. Foreigners, however,
did not always show themselves willing to conform to the
custom, and 1t was more than once the cause of quarrels
between England and other nations. Still, even at the
present day, English men-of-war do not salute foreign ships
n that or any other way, unless the latter pay the compli-
ment to them first, or at the same time.

Philip Augustus of France having attacked his ally,
the Earl of Flanders, the king fitted out a numerous fleet,
which he placed under the command of the Earl of Salis-
bury, giving him directions to destroy rather than to cap-
ture any of the enemy’s ships. The Earl of Salisbury
observed his instructions, and followed the movements of
the enemy, waiting for an opportunity to bear down upon
them. The French ships, amounting to more than nine
hundred sail, moved slowly over the sea, he watching them
vigilantly, and bearing the reproaches of his officers, who
thought him deficient in courage. On the third day a
slight storm Laving thrown the French fleet into confusion,
the carl bore down upon them. The winds had so terrified
the French that they were in no condition to stand before
a furious enemy. The English, who were far better sailors,
were in high courage, and so furiously assaulted the French
ships that in ashort time upwards of a hundred were sunk,
many more running on shore, while scarcely forty got back
to the ports of France.

Another important action, before mentioned, occurred in
this reign. Prince Louis, afterwards Louis the Eighth, to
whose father Pope Innocent had made a liberal present of
England without consulting its inhabitants, had set sail from
Calais at the head of a large army, convoyed by eighty large
ships of war. Hubert de Burgo, with a great baron, Philip
D’Albiney, as his lieutenant, assembled all the ships they
could from the Cinque Ports, though the whole did not
amount to more than half that of the French fleet. The latter
was under the command of Eustace the monk, who had
formerly been in the pay of John, but had lately transferred
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his services to Louis. The English ships were armed with
strong beaks, like those of the Roman galleys, and their
mode of attack consisted, as of yore, in charging the vessels
of the enemy, and endeavouring to pierce their sides with
their iron rams. They were impelled chiefly by oars, but
also carried sails, to enable them to bear down with greater
speed on the enemy; hence the importance of obtaining
the weather-gage. The two fleets came in sight of each
other in the Straits of Dover, on the 24th of August, 1217.
The English admirals having by their skilful manceuvres
obtained the weather-gage, bore down on the enemy with
irresistible force. In addition to other means of offence,
they had brought on board a number of barrels of unslaked
lime ; on nearing the enemy they poured water on the
lime, so as to slake the whole mass, and the smoke thus
created being borne by the wind into the faces of the
French, prevented them from seeing the operations of the
foe till it was too late to avoid them. The English boarded,
their first endeavour being to cut away the rigging and
halliards of the French ships, when the masts and sails
went over the side. Most of the French knights, prefer-
ring death to imprisonment, leaped overboard. Throwing
their grapnels on board, the English made a furious on-
slaught on the enemy, the crossbowmen and archers, under
Sir Philip D’Albiney, discharging their bows and arrows,
did immense execution. Out of the whole fleet, fifteen
only escaped. De Burgo’s great aim, however, was to
obtain possessian of the traitor Eustace,and diligent search
being made, the quondam ecclesiastic was found in the
hold of one of the captured vessels, when he was immedi-
ately killed. The French fleet was put to flight, the crews
of those which escaped landed on the Kentish coast.
The victory prevented Louis from obtaining further rein-
forcements from France, and showed the English barons,
who had hitherto adhered to his cause, that 1t would be
hopeless to attempt the subjugation of England. They,
therefore, at once made their peace with the king, and
Louis was glad to get off by renouncing all claim to the
English crown.

We now come to the long reign of Henry the Third,
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AD. 1216. Frequent expeditions were fitted out on his
demand by the Cinque Ports, and by other maritime towns,
while merchant vessels were occasionally pressed into his
service to carry him and his troops over to France. The
king himself also possessed a fleet of some importance,
one of his ships carrying, besides the commander and
officers and the regular fighting men, fully thirty mariners.
Many merchant vessels of the present day of eight or nine
hundred tons, do not carry a larger crew. In those days
we read that a number of piratical vessels, both British
and of other nations, scoured the ocean, and committed
great depredations both along the coast and on the peace-
able merchantmen who sailed up and down it.

The great object of the commander of a fleet in those days
was to gain the weather-gage, then to bear down under
all sail in order to strike the broadsides of the enemy’s
ships ; when the one generally attempted to board the
other, if not to throw stink-pots into their antagonists’
vessels, or what were called fireworks, a sort of hand
grenades; and sometimes slaked lime to blind the foe with
the vapour. With this object in view the admiral man-
ceuvred his fleet for hours together, rowing and sailing. As
guns, when they first came into use, carried no great
distance, they were not fired till ships got close together.
Ships in action very frequently caught fire and blew up,
and sometimes locked in a deadly embrace, were destroyed
together. Trumpeters had an important part to play, not
only to make signals, but to create as much noise as
possible. The good ship called the Matthew Gonson, of
the burden of three hundred tons, whereof was owner
old Master William Gonson, paymaster of the king’s navy,
fitted out at this time for a voyage to the islands of Candia
and Chio to bring back wine and other produce, besides the
hundred men of her company, had six gunners and four
trumpeters. Probably men-of-war had many more such
musicians.

Edward the First, A.D. 1272, ordained various laws and
ordinances for the government of his navy, which was now,
though still furnished chiefly by the mantime ports, better
organised than hitherto. He claimed, also, the right of
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England to the sovereignty of the narrow seas, asserting
that from time immemorial it had been undisputed. About
the year 1290, the pennant used at the present day by all
ships commissioned by officers of the Royal Navy was first
adopted.

In the reign of Edward the Second no important mari-
time event occurred, though squadrons were occasionally
sent away on various services.

It is only by examining carefully into the details given

CANNON AS AT FIRST USED.

by historians of the naval combats whica took place in
those ages, that we can hope to form a correct guess as to
the size and construction of a ship, and the method of
manceuvring her. We are now coming to a very impor-
tant epoch in naval matters, the reign of Edward the Third,
1327, when the mariner’s compass was discovered, or rather
became known in Europe, and cannon were first introduced

on board ships.
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Edward gained the title of “ The King of the Sea,” and
raised the naval glory of England to a higher pitch than
it had ever before attained by his many victorious combats
on the ocean. The greatest naval engagement which
occurred during the middle ages was that known as the
battle of Sluys, when Philip the Sixth sat on the throne
of France. The English fleet consisted of only 260 ships
fit for warfare. The French, whose fleet amounted to no
less than 400 sail, lay securely, as they thought, in the
harbour of Sluys. XEdward embarked on board the cog
Thomas, commanded by Richard Fyall, and attended by
several noblemen. A cog was a craft larger than those usu-
ally designated ships—the cog John, which is spoken of, had
a crew of eighty-two men, and probably she carried besides
a considerable number of knights and soldiers. Many ships
of the English fleet must have been of small size. Froissart
says that the French fleet consisted of 140 large ships,
besides hanquebos with 35,000 men on board, Normans,
Picards, and Genoese. The masts of so numerous an
assemblage of vessels, as they were seen in the harbour of
Sluys, resembled rather a forest than a fleet. Of these
ships, nineteen were remarkable for their enormous size.
Besides other implements of warfare, quantities of large
stones were stored in the tops and also in small boats
hoisted to the mastheads, to be hurled on the assailants.
The French had secured their ships together by chains, to
prevent the Enpglish from breaking through them. Among
the ships in the leading rank was the Christopher, full of
Genoese archers, with the Edward, Katherine, Rose, and
other large cogs which had formerly been captured from
the English.

Edward had perfect confidence in the valour and prowess
of his seamen and men-at-arms, and, notwithstanding the
superiority of the enemy in numbers, he resolved to open
a passage through them. Having ordered all his ships to
be in readiness, he placed the strongest in the front, and
filled those which were at ecach end of the line with archers.
Also between every two ships of archers he placed one
filled with men-at-arms. He likewise ordered another line
to be formed on the side, as a body of reserve, and filled

D
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those ships also with archers, that they might be ready to
support or relieve any most requiring aid.

The English fleet approaching the haven of Sluys in the
manner described, found the French already lying in order
of battle,in three divisions, waiting for them. The English
having gained the advantage of the wind and sun by their
dexterity and management, the king ordered the signal
for engaging to be given. The Normans, perceiving the
English to tack as they did to get the wind, thought that
they were taking to their heels, and began to triumph.
But they soon found out their mistake, and, being able sea-
men and brave combatants, prepared for the fight. They
began the battle by advancing with the Great Christo-
pher, and, with a vast noise of trumpets and other instru-
ments, attempted to break the line, to come at the ship in
which they supposed the British king to be. They were
received with a general shout, and during continual huzzas
the English poured such showers of arrows from their long
bows into the enemy’s ships as soon covered their decks
with dead and wounded men, and put the whole fleet into
general consternation. The Great Christopher was taken
in the beginning of the battle, and all who were in her
were either killed or made prisoners. The English, on
this, filled her with archers, and sent her to annoy the
Genoese ships, which formed part of the French fleet. And
now death and destruction appeared on every side in their
most terrible array. The very air was darkened with arrows,
and the hostile ships rushing together, the men-at-arms
engaged in close fight.

The English, taking advantage of the confusion into
which they had put the French at the beginning of the
fight, soon boarded them with the help of their grappling-
irons, and pursuing their good fortune, obtained a complete
victory, though a most bloody one, as ‘their loss amounted
to 4000 men killed and wounded. Great numbers of the
French sailors desperately threw themselves into the sea,
and submitted to a certain death rather than abide the
repeated showers of English arrows; what also might have
coutributed more to this desperate “resolution was that, on
board the ships captured in the heat of battle, no quarter
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was given. The engagement lasted from eight in the
morning till seven at night. The loss on the French side
was enormous, 230 of their ships being captured ; only
about 30 having escaped. According to the Frenchmen’s
account of the battle, they lost two admirals, Bauchet,
who was killed in action, and De Kernel, who was taken
prisoner. King Edward behaved during the whole action
with the most inimitable courage and conduct; regarding
neither danger nor fatigue, he was always present where
the battle raged the hottest.

During the night thirty French ships, endeavouring to
escape, were attacked by the English, and on board of one
of them, the James of Dieppe, after she had been engaged
the whole night with the Earl of Huntingdon, 400 dead
bodies were found. Certain old writers remark that the
rostrum or beak used by the Romans could not have existed
in the English ships, nor was the manceuvre employed by
which one ship attempts to break the oars of another.
From this they conclude that the English fleet must bave
consisted of high-sided ships, worked chiefly by sails. Pro-
bably, however, they had oars also.

It is said that nearly 30,000 men were killed in this
memorable battle. So apparently irretrievable was the
disaster to the French that none of King Philip’s coun-
sellors had the courage to inform him of what had occurred.
At length they bethought them of employing the court
fool to communicate the disastrous intelligence. Accord-
ingly, that dignified individual took an opportunity of
remarking to the king that he considered the English
arrant cowards.

“ Why so, Master Wisdom ?” asked Philip.

“Why ? does your Majesty ask ? because they had not
the courage to leap into the sea and be drowned as our
brave Frenchmen did the other day, when your Majesty’s
ships went to the bottom.”

In 1350 the warrior king, on board his cog Thomas, led
his fleet to attack the Spaniards, who had ventured into
the British Channel; he was accompanied by Edward, the
Black Prince, and numerous great personages, with nearly
four hundred knights, The king, attired in a black velvet
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Jacket and beaver hat, took post on the bow of his ship,
eagerly looking out for the enemy. Asthey did not appear,
to beguile the time he caused his minstrels to play a Ger-
man dance, and made Sir John Chandos, who had recently
introduced it, to sing with them. From time to time,
however, he looked aloft at the man stationed in the top
of the mast to announce the approach of the Spaniards.
At length  they were seen, numbering forty large ships,
denominated carricks; strong and handsome were they to
behold—each mast was adorned with rich standards and
banners, and their tops filled with soldiers and missiles.
They, however, it was evident, wished to avoid an action;
but the king, leading his fleet, stood down upon them till
he reached a heavy ship, when, reckless of consequences,
he ordered the helmsman to lay her aboard. So violent
was the blow that the masts of the cog Thomas went over
the side, the men in the top were drowned, and the ship
sprang a dangerous leak. The Spaniard sheering off,
Edward grappled another enemy ; butnow the cog Thomas
sinking, the king and his crew took possession of the prize.
In her he pushed into the thickest of the fight. The Prince
of Wales’ ship, also nigh to sinking, had grappled her huge
adversary, when the Earl of Lancaster arriving and shout-
ing, “ Derby to the rescue !” boarded and obtained posses-
sion of the Spaniard, throwing all who resisted into the
sea. Scarcely had the prince and his followers got on
board the prize, when his own ship foundered. Sir Robert
de Namur having grappled with a huge ship was carried
by her out from among the fleet; the two combatants
were rapidly leaving the rest of the ships astern, when Sir
Robert’s valet, Hannekin, bravely cutting the halliards of
the principal sail, the English, taking advantage of the
confusion, boarded and drove the Spaniards into the sea.
Thus the Spanish fleet was completely beaten, and twenty-
six large ships captured.

The British seem to have been as prone in those daysas
at present to seek for victory by laying the enemy on
board and trusting to the strength of their own arms. At
present, instead of battle-axes and clubs, or spears, or two-
handed swords, they have a fondness for their cutlasses and
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pistols. In the days, before Britannia could loudly roar
with her thunder, naval combats were carried on with
all the noise and hubbub the men on ecither side could
create with their voices, as also with the braying forth
of trumpets and beating of gongs and drums, in the hope
of thus striking terror into the hearts of their enemies.
How great is the contrast between such a naval engage-
ment as has been described and one at the present day.
In solemn silence the crews grimly stand at their guns,
stripped generally to the waist. Not a sound is heard,
not a word spoken, except perhaps one hearty cheer,
a response to the captain’s brief address. Slowly and
steadily the hostile fleets approach each other till the
signal 1s given to commence the deadly strife, and then in
a moment, like fierce monsters awakened from sleep, they
send from their cannons’ mouths a quick succession of
terrific roars, fire, and smoke, which laugh to scorn all the
trumpet braying and shouting of our ancestors.

After the famous battle of Crescy, King Edward laid
siege to Calais with a fleet of 738 ships, having on board
14,956 mariners, each of whom received 4d. per diem.
Of these ships, no more than 25 belonged actually to
the king. The latter carried about 419 seamen only,
which was not more than 17 seamen to each ship. Some,
however, had 25 seamen, and others less. Many of
the ships furnished by the maritime. ports were larger
than the king’s. The total cost of the war, which lasted
one year and 131 days, was £127,101, 2s. 9d,, for even in
those romantic days people could not knock each other
on the head free of all charge, it must be remem-
bered. The mention of that £1, 2s. 9d. also shows that
their accounts must have been kept with most praise-
worthy exactness.

Only great nations, to whom victory has generally been
awarded by the God of battles, can afford to talk of their
defeats. Though in most cases successful, Edward’s arms
met with a severe repulse before Rochelle, to the relief of
which place he had sent forty ships, under the young Earl
of Pembroke. “They were encountered by a French squad-
ron of forty sail of capital ships,” we are told, “besides
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thirteen able frigates, well manned, and commanded by four
experienced officers. The earl was taken prisoner,and nearly
every ship was captured or sunk.” Though employed by
France, they were Spaniards, supplied by the King of
Castile. In addition to the large number of men-at-arms
on board the Spanish ships, whose weapons were cross-
bows and cannon, large bars of iron and lead were used.
The Spaniards bore down upon the small English ships
with loud shouts and great noise; the English shouted 1n
return, but were unable to climb up the lofty sides of the
Spaniards. In the first day of the battle the Spaniards
lost two barges, and the next day the earl’s ship was
attacked and captured by four large Spanish ships full
of soldiers, while most of his fleet were either taken or
destroyed.

Our national pride will make us examine narrowly to
discover the cause of this disaster. In the first place, the
earl, though brave, was inexperienced ; then some of those
forty French ships were larger than the forty English ships,
and the able frigates were quick rowing galleys, full of
men-at-arms, who must have done much mischief. The
French on this occasion also made use of balistas and
other machines for throwing bars of iron and great stones,
to sink the English ships. They had also in another way
got ahead of the English, for they had provided themselves
with cannon, which the latter had not as yet got. This
was the first naval engagement in which such engines of
destruction were employed.

History is read by the naval and military man, and
indeed by any one, to very little purpose, unless facts like
these are not only carefully noted, but duly acted on ; unless
we take warning by the errors and neglects of our prede-
cessors. It is not only necessary to be well-armed in
appearance, but to be as well armed in reality, as those are
with whom we may possibly be called to fight. It i3 wise
not only to adopt new inventions likely to be of service,
but if possible to have them already in use before they are
adopted by our enemies. The gun of those days was a
thick tube of wood, bound together with iron hoops, and
probably could send.a shot of three or four pounds little






CHAPTER 1IV.
Ships uny Commerce to the Beiqn of Fenry VIL

(Froy A.D. 1327 10 A.D. 1509.)

. the early part of the reign of Edward the
ﬁi§% d  Third, the French introduced cannon on board
/;és'/ é their ships, chiefly in consequence of which his
@ 4a fleet, under the young Earl of Pembroke, as
~ = I have described, was defeated before Ro-
chelle. He took care, however, that this should not again
occur, and by the year 1338 he appears to have introduced
them on board most of his ships, and by the end of his
reign no ships of war were without them. Their employ-
ment, of course, effected a great change in naval warfare,
but a far greater revolution was about to take place in the
whole system of navigation, by the introduction of the
mariner’s compass. I have before stated that if not dis-
covered it was at all events improved by Flavio Gioja, of
Amalfi, in the kingdom of Naples, about A.D. 1300. It
was soon discovered that the needle does not point, in all
places, truly to the North Pole, but that it varies consider-
ably in different degrees of longitude, and this is called the
variation of the needle. It has also another variation,
called the declination, or dip. The cause of these phe-
nomena is still utterly unknown. The means of steering
with almost perfect accuracy across the pathless ocean,
gave a confidence to mariners, when they lost sight of land,
which they had never before possessed, and in time induced
them to launch forth in search of new territories in hitherto
86
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unexplored regions. The English were, however, too much
oceupied with foreign wars or domestic broils to attend
much to navigation. We hear of a certain Nicholas of
Lynn, a friar of Oxford, who, A.D. 1360, just sixty years
after the use of the compass became known, sailed in charge
of certain ships to visit and explore all the islands to the
north of Europe. He, it is said, returned and laid before
King Edward the Third an account of his discoveries in
those northern regions, but what they were or what bene-
fit resulted from them, history does not tell us. Father
Nicholas’s knowledge of navigation was probably some-
what limited and not very practical, and it is just probable
that his voyage was not so extensive as it was intended to
be ; but that, having the pen of a ready writer, he drew on
his imagination for a description of the countries he was
supposed to have surveyed. At all events, we hear of no
voyage undertaken at the sovereign’s instigation till nearly
two centuries later.

In the reign of Edward the Third, the Island of Madeira
is said to have been discovered by a certain Lionel Machin,
a citizen of London. The young citizen had been paying
court to a lady, Arabella Darcy, whose father indignantly
refused his suit ; and not without reason, if we may judge
of his character by his subsequent conduct. He collected
a band of rovers and pursued the fair Arabella, who had
gone to live in the neighbourhood of Bristol. He had fixed
his eyes on a ship ready prepared for sea, the crew of which
were on shore. Securing the lady, he carried her on board
the ship, cut the cables, and made sail to the southward,
without leave of the captain or owners. He met with due
punishment, for, having made the then unknown island of
Madeira, and he and Arabella having landed, the ship was
driven to sea by a gale, leaving the two alone. She soon
died of starvation, and when his companions ultimately
returned, they found him in a sinking state, and buried him
by the hapless damsel’s side. A Portuguese captain hearing
from the English pirates of the discovery of the island,
sailed thither, and took possession of it in the name of his
sovereign, Don John, and the infant Don Henry.

This account of Machin’s adventures is doubted by many,
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but at all events it must be said that it is very much in
accordance with the style of doing things in those days.
Richard the Second began to reign A.D. 1377. Although
probably no improvement took place in shipbuilding dur-
ing his reign, 1t is not altogether destitute of nautical
exploits. The maladministration of Government at the
latter period of his grandfather’s life, left the people in a
discontented state, and this induced the French to make a
descent on the English coast with a fleet of fifty ships, com-
manded by the Admiral de Vienne. They plundered and
burnt Rye in Sussex, levied a contribution of a thousand
marks on the inhabitants of the Isle of Wight, and finished
off by burning Plymouth, Dartmouth, Portsmouth, and
Hastings.

They were sufficiently long about these proceedings to
enable the Abbot of Battle to fit out a fleet, with which he
met them off Winchelsea, and completely defeated them.
Their example was, however, followed by a body of Scotch
pirates, who, with a number of ships under a Captain
Merecer, ravaged the east coast of England. The Govern-
ment, occupied with the coronation of the king, paid no
attention to these insults.

Indignant at this state of things, a wealthy and truly
patriotic citizen and merchant of London, John Philpot, at
his own expense, fitted out a fleet manned by a thousand
men, and set sail in person in quest of the pirate. He suc-
ceeded in coming up with him, and in bringing him to
action, when he not only completely defeated him, but
made bim prisoner, capturing his entire fleet, as well as
retaking all his English prizes, and fifteen richly-laden
French and Spanish vessels. On his return, instead of
being thanked, the gallant Philpot was tried for a mis-
demeanour, but so entirely did he succeed in vindicating
his character, and so evident were the services he had
rendered to the public, that he ultimately received the
thanks and honours which were his due.

These circumstances should be borne in mind, for people
of the present day are apt to fancy that the shores of Old
England, since the time of the Danes perhaps, have ever
been free from insult and annoyance, whereas we see that
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our neighbours across the channel have managed, whenever
they have had the opportunity, without being so very sea-
sick, to effect a very considerable amount of both one and
the other.

A fleet, also, was sent to take possession of Cherbourg,
which had been mortgaged by the King of Navarre to the
English. The expedition was under the command of Philip
and Peter Courtray. 1t was, however, encountered by a
far superior Spanish squadron, which the English attacked
with great fury, but Philip Courtray was severely wounded,
and his brother Peter, who was taken prisoner with a
number of knights and gentlemen, was never again heard
of, numbers also losing their lives. While a large fleet
under the Duke of Lancaster sailed to retrieve the loss,
and was laying siege to St. Malo, the French were ravaging
the coasts of Cornwall. While, also, the Duke of Bucking-
ham was in France, a fleet of French and Spanish galleys
sailed up the Thames as far as Gravesend, which they
plundered and burnt, as well as other places on the Kentish
shore. Leaving the Thames, they sailed along the west
coast, plundering and burning as they went. They were,
however, met by a west country fleet, fitted out to attack
them, and pursued to the Irish coast, where many
were captured, and their prizes retaken. Still a sufficient
force escaped to plunder and burn Winchelsea on their
return.

On the accession of Charles the Sixth to the throne of
France, he resolved to put in execution a scheme formed
by his father to drive the English out of France by invading
England itself. For this purpose, he purchased of various
nations a fleet of 1600 sail to carry across an immense army
which he had raised for the purpose. To defend his king-
dom, Richard raised an army of 100,000 men, horse and
foot, and equipped a fleet, placed under the command of
the Earls of Arundel and Nottingham. Portsmouth and
Plymouth fitted out small fleets of privateers, which sailed
up the Seine, and made many prizes. Although there was
no general engagement, the French fleet were cut off in
detail, and in consequence of the strenuous efforts made by
the English, the intended invasion was abandoned.
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Henry the Fourth began to reign A.n. 1399. The
French, in 1402, sent a fleet to assist Owen Glendowyr with
an army of 12,000 men. They put into Milford Haven,
and plundered the neighbourhood ; but a fleet fitted out
by the Cinque Ports, under Lord Berkley and Harry Percy,
arrived there in time to capture fourteen of them before
they had time to make their escape.

The principal admiral in this reign was Admiral Beau-
fort. He was styled Admiral of all the King’s Fleet, both
to the north and west; and among many other offices, he
held those of Constable of Dover Castle and Warden of the
Cinque Ports.

The fifth Henry, with whose name the famous victory
of Agincourt over the French will ever be associated,
began to reign A.D. 1413. He was so much occupied with
his wars in France for the greater part of his reign, that
he paid but little attention to naval affairs beyond obtain-
ing the transports necessary to convey his armies across
the channel. While he was carrying on his conquests in
France, part of the French fleet came over and blockaded
the English ships collected at Portsmouth and Southamp-
ton, and made an attempt to land on the Isle of Wight.
They were, however, driven back with loss. Henry had, in
the meantime, taken possession of Harfleur on the Seine,
He was besieged by the French both by land and sea.
The king accordingly despatched his brother the Duke of
Bedford with a fleet of 500 ships, containing 20,000 men,
to the relief of the town. They found the enemy’s fleet, in
which were several large Genoese carracks, lying before
the haven of Harfleur, and pressing the siege with all
possible vigour. As no relief could be given to the town
without forcing a passage through the French fleet, an
engagement was unavoidable. The English began the
attack, and though the French maintained the fight for
some hours, they gave way at last, and were totally
defeated. Five hundred vessels were taken or sunk,
together with five of the Genoese carracks, and nearly
20,000 men are reported to have been killed. The whole
English fleet entered the port in triumph, and carried a
geasonable relief to the town, ’
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Another important naval battle was fought during
Henry's reign.  Before he commenced his great and success-
ful expedition to Normandy, which province he regained
for the crown of England, after it had been lost for 215
years since the reign of King John, he despatched the

GENOESE CARRACK.

Earl of Huntingdon with a fleet of about 100 sail to scour
the seas, that his transports might cross without molestation.
At this time the Dull{e of Genoa had, in consequence of a
treaty made with France, supplied the French government
with a squadron, consisting of eight large carracks, and as
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many galleys, which had on board 600 crossbowmen,
under the command of John Grimaldi. These had united
with the French fleet, consisting of 100 tall ships, and
commanded by the Bastard of Bourbon. The Earl of
Huntingdon speedily came up with the united fleets of
France and Genoa at the mouth of the Seine. The engage-
ment was long and desperate; the Genoese sustained the
brunt of the engagement, their ships being larger and
better formed than the Irench. One carrack especially,
commanded by Lawrence Foglietta resisted the attacks of
seven Knglish ships. The English ships, it appears, were
furnished with stages, which could be let down on the
decks of the vessels they were attacking, so as to form a
bridge across into them. Foglietta’s ship was at length
disengaged from her enemy by the dexterity of a sailor,
who cut the cordage with which the stage had been
secured to her side. Notwithstanding, however, all the
efforts of the Genoese, who are in this instance their own
historians, the French and they were completely defeated.
John de Franguemont, the son of the vice-admiral, was
slain, the Bastard of Bourbon was taken prisoner, and four,
if not six, of the Genoese carracks fell into the hands of
the English. On board of the carracks was a sum of
money, the wages of the whole fleet for three months, the
English accounts say for six months. They also assert
that three carracks were taken and three sunk. This was
a great victory, and it is evident that the enemy were
numerically superior to the victors. This is the only
account I have met with in which mention is made of
stages or bridges used by the English to enable them to
board the ships of the enemy. The carracks spoken of
were undoubtedly large and powerful ships compared to
those in general use at that period. The Genoese were at
that time, and for long continued, the first maritime people
in Europe, and from their shipwrights and seamen, as well
as from the captured ships, the English obtained many of
the improvements which were soon afterwards brought
into the art of shipbuilding in England.

Henry died on the 31st of August, 1422, aged thirty-
three years, worn out with the fatigues of his late cam-
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paign in Normandy. He had reigned nine years, five
months, and eleven days. '

"I have before me a curious history in verse relating to
navigation and nautical affairs, written during the reign of
Henry, entitled De Pol:tia conservativa Maris. The
author, in his preface, nrges the importance of England
maintaining the dominion of the channel.

“The true process of English policy,

Of utterward to keep this regne in -
Of our England, that no man may deny,
Nor say of sooth but it is one of the best,
Is this that who seeth south, north, east, and west,
Cherish merchandise, keep the Admiralty
That we be masters of the narrow sea.

* * * * *
For if this sea be kept in time of war,
‘Who can here pass without danger and woe ¢
What merchandise may forby be ago?
For needs hiin must take trewes every foe:
Flanders, and Spain, and other, trust to me
Or else hindered all for this narrow sea.”

The whole poem is very curious, and full of information
respecting the commerce of England in those days. It
shows us how extensive it had already become, and how
much alive the British merchants were to its importance,
although the monarclis and chief nobles, madly engaged in
civil wars or foreign conquests, did their utmost to destroy
it, instead of endeavouring to protect and improve it. The
more we study history, the more we shall be convinced
that England owes her present greatness and prosperity to
the enlightened energy and perseverance of her merchants
and manufacturers, and the seamen of the mercantile
marine.

Without them her brave armies and navies could not
have been created or maintained, nor won the renown
which England proudly claims.

“From Spain,” says our poetical author, “we import
figs, raisins, wine, dates, liquorice, oil, grains, white pastil
soap, wax, iron, wool, wadmolle, goat-fell, kid-fell, saffron,
and quicksilver.

“From Flanders, fiie cloth of Ypre and Curtike, fine
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cloth of all colours, fustian, linen cloth; for which England
returns wool and tin.

“From Portugal, always in unity with England, we
obtain wine, osey, wax, grain, figs, raisins, honey, cord-
meynes, dates, salt, hides.

“ With Bretaigne we deal in salt, wine, crest cloth, and
canvas; but this 1s only of late years, for the Bretons were
noted pirates, and greatly interrupted the navigation of
this kingdom, both by taking the merchant-ships and
plundering and burning the towns on the sea-coast, till
Edward the Third granted letters of reprisal to the inhabi-
tants of Dartmouth, Plymouth, and Fowey, which obliged
the Duke of Bretaigne to sue for peace and engage for the
future good behaviour of his subjects.”

Here we have an example of the advantage of allowing
people who possess the sinews of war to take care of them-
selves. We may depend on it they will, in most instances,
give a good account of their proceedings.

The same principle may be applied to our larger colonies
at the present day, and we may have little fear that if
attacked they will maintain their independence, and the
honour of the British name.

“ We trade with Scotland for felts, hides, and wool in the
fleece ; and with Prussia, High Germany, and the east
countries for beer, bacon, almond, copper, bow-staves, steel,
wax, pelt ware, pitch, tar, peats, flax, cotton, thread, fustian,
canvas, cards, buckram,silver plate, silver wedges,and metal.

“ From Genoa we import most of the articles which we
now procure from Africa, and which come in large ships
called carracks, such as cloth of gold, silk, black pepper,
and good gold of Genne (Guinea).”

Our author does not at all approve of the articles which
were imported from Venice and Florence. They were very
similar, in some respects, to those which now come from
France, and without which, most undoubtedly, we could do
ver well.

“The great gallies of Venice and Florence
Be well laden with things of complacence,
Allspicery and of grocer’s ware,

‘With sweet wines, all manner of chaffare ;



NAVAL EXPLOITS OF THE EARL OF WARWICK. 65

Apes and japes, and marmusets tailed,

Nifles and trifles that little have availed,

And things with which theﬁ featly blear our eye,
With things not enduring that we buy ;

For much of this chaffare that is wastable,
Might be forborne for dear and deceivable.”

On the death of his father, August, 1422, the unfortunate
Henry the Sixth, when not a year old, was proclaimed
King of England and heir of France, and when eight years
of age he was crowned both in London and Paris. No
improvements in naval affairs were introduced during his
inglorious and disastrous reign. The chief battle at sea
was fought by a fleet under the command of the famous
king-maker, the Earl of Warwick. In the Straits of Dover
he encountered a fleet of Genoese and Lubeck ships laden
with Spanish merchandise, and under the convoy of five
carracks. Of these he captured six, and sunk or put to
flight twenty-six more, took numerous prisoners, and slew
a thousand men, while his prize-money amounted to
£10,000, an enormous sum in those days, when the whole
revenue of England did not exceed at one time £5000.

The Earl of Warwick was soon afterwards, with his fleet,
instrumental in dethroning Henry, and placing Edward of
Lancaster on the throne, under the title of Edward the
Fourth. It was not, however, till the victory of Tewkes-
bury placed the crown securely on his brows that Edward
was able to turn his attention to naval affairs. In the
year 1475, having resolved to make war on France, he
collected at Sandwich five hundred flat-bottomed vessels,
in which he purposed to carry his army across the channel.
He succeeded, indeed, in transporting them to the French
coast, but the King of France suing for peace, and under-
taking to pay a large tribute to England, he returned home.
By similar means he brought the King of Scotland to sub-
mission. He granted many privileges to merchants trading
to foreign countries, and encouraged commerce by every
means in his power.

It is scarcely necessary to allude to the reign of his son,
oor young Edward the Fifth, who had worn the crown
ut two months, when it was grasped by his uncle, Richard

E
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the Third, who was crowned at Westminster on the 5th of
July, 1483.

When threatened with an invasion of England by the
Earl of Richmond, he kept a powerful fleet in readiness to
defend the shores of his kingdom. On hearing, however,
that the earl had been driven off the coast, he very
unwisely laid up most of his ships, and disbanded the
greater part-of his army. On discovering this, the saga-
cious earl immediately embarked all the forces he could
collect in a few transports, and, landing at Milford
Haven, gained the battle of Bosworth, which placed
the crown of England on his head, and in which Richard
lost his life.

Since old Nicholas of Lynn’s expedition to the northern
regions of the world in the reign of Edward the Third up
to this period, no voyages of discovery had been performed
under the patronage of Government; and probably but
little, if any, improvement had taken place in marine
architecture. A new era was about to commence, which
was to see the establishment of England’s naval glory.
Other European nations were at that time far in advance
of our country as regarded all affairs connected with the
sea. It was a period rife with maritime adventure and
enterprise. Men began to perceive that there were other
achievements more glorious than those which the sword
could accomplish, more calculated, at all events, to bring
wealth into their coffers.

It was now that the ardent, bold, and sagacious spirit of
Columbus devised the scheme for reaching India by the
west, which resulted in the discovery of a new world. In
1485, having fully instructed his brother Bartholomew in
his intended project, he sent him to England in order that
he might apply to Henry, under the belief that the king
would at once embrace his proposals. Unfortunately, he fell,
it is said, into the hands of pirates, who stripped him of all
he had ; and on his reaching England in poverty he was
attacked with a fever, which caused a still further delay.
When he recovered he had to raise funds for his purpose
by making and selling maps, and thus it was not till 1488
that he was in a condition to presént himself before the
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king. He was, however, then well received, and an
arrangement was made by which Christopher Columbus
was to proceed on a voyage of discovery under the flag of
England. Circumstances occurred to prevent the accom-
plishment of this plan, and Henry lost the glory he would
have gained as the supporter of one of the greatest and
truest heroes who has ever figured on the page of history.
This honour was reserved for Ferdinand and Isabella of
Spain, who, on the 17th of April, 1492, signed the articles
of agreement with the Genoese navigator at the little town
of Santa F¢, in the kingdom of Grenada.

The squadron prepared for this expedition, which was
to prove of such mighty importance to the world in general,
consisted but of three vessels, carrying in all but 120 men.
I will .describe them, as they give us some idea of the
vessels of that period, and which were considered fit, by
the mariners of those days, to contend with the stormy
winds and waves they would in all probability have to
encounter on so long a voyage. There was, first, the
admiral’s ship, called by him the Santa Maria, a carrack,
or a ship with a deck. The second was the Pinta, com-
manded by Martin Alonso Pin¢on; and the third the
Ninne of which Viconte Yannes Pingon was master.
These two were carvels, which are described as open vessels
without decks. I suspect, however, that they must have
been nearly, if not entirely, decked over-—in fact, that they
were what are now called flush-decked vessels, while pro-
bably the carrack was a frigate-built ship, or, at all events,
a ship with a high poop and forecastle. Supposing the
carrack to have carried sixty men, and the carvels thirty
each, how could all the necessary stores, provisions, and
water have been stowed away for those thirty, unless in a
vessel of good size 2 or how could they have been protected
from wet unless below a deck ?

Carvels were strongly built craft, and we still speak of
a vessel being carvel, or ship-built. I therefore do not
hold to the idea that the two consorts of Columbus’s ship
were little better than open boats, but believe that they
were stout, well-formed vessels, not so utterly unworthy of
the gteat sovereigns who sent forth the expedition. Right
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honoured was the little town of Palos, whence it sailed on
Friday, 3rd August, 1492.

Henry, although he had lost this great opportunity of
increasing his renown, wisely perceived that in no way
could he more effectually gain the respect of his subjects
and consolidate his power than by affording every encour-
agement to naval enterprise, and to the extension of
commerce. He therefore gladly listened to a proposal to
search for certain lands said to exist in the north-west,
made by John Cabot, a Venetian by birth, settled at
Bristol. A commission, signed in 1496, was granted to
him and his three sons, Lewis, Sebastian, and Sauctius,
who were skilful in navigation and cosmography.

The record is as follows:—“The King, upon the third
day of February, in the thirteenth year of his reign, gave
license to John Cabot to take six English ships, in any
haven or havens of the realm of England, being of the
burden of 200 tons or under, with all necessary furniture;
and to take, also, into the said ships, all such masters,
mariners, and subjects of the King as might be willing to
go with him.”

The expedition sailed early in the year 1497, and
reached the coast of Labrador, Newfoundland, in June of
the same year. There is some doubt whether the father,
John, was alive at that time, so that the more celebrated
Sebastian has the credit of the discovery. At all events,
he performed several successful voyages in the same
direction, and made many important discoveries. Thus,
though the Spaniards claim the honour of being the
discoverers of the middle portion of the great continent
of America, there can be no doubt that the English were
the first visitors to its northern shores, where many
millions of their descendants are now established.

Henry, with his usual sagacity, saw the advantage of
having a fleet of ships exclusively fitted for war, instead
of drawing off those which might be well calculated for
the purposes of commerce, but were not, from their con-
struction, suited to stand the brunt of battle. He could
not but perceive, besides this, that by employing the
merchant-vessels, as bad before been done, for the purposes
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of fighting, he crippled the merchants in their commercial
pursuits, and prevented them from supplying him with
the sinews of war. He desired also to have a permanent
fleet ready, should war break out, to protect the coasts of
his kingdom from foreign invasion. The first ship he
built was called the Great Harry. She cost £14,000.
She had four masts, a high poop and forecastle, in which
were placed numerous guns, turning inboad and outwards.
She had only one tier of guns on the upper-deck, as ports
were not used in those days. She was, however, what

SHIP OF THE TIME OF HENRY THE EIGHTH.

would now be called frigate-built. She was burnt by
accident at Woolwich in 1553. The Great Harry may
properly be considered the first ship of what is now
denominated the Royal Navy. There is a model of her
in Somerset House, and there are numerous prints of her
which give a notion of what she was like. Few seamen
of the present day, I fancy, would wish to go to sea in a






CHAPTER V.
Establishment of the Ropal Haby of England.

(Froy A.D. 1509 T0 A.D. 1558.)

O sovereign of England was ever proclaimed
with more universal joy than was Henry the
Eighth, when, at the age of eighteen, he
succeeded to the throne of his father, A.D.
1509. Tyrant and despot as he became at

home, he did not neglect the interests of commerce, while

he maintained the honour of England abroad. He made
very great improvements in the work his father had
commenced. By his prerogative, and at his own expense,
he settled the constitution of the present Royal Navy.

An Admiralty and Navy Office were established, and com-

missioners to superintend naval affairs were appointed

by him.

Regular salaries were settled for admirals, vice-admirals,
captains, and seamen, and the sea-service at this time
became a listinet and regular profession.

In 1512, Henry, having entered into a league with
Spain against France, fitted out a fleet under the com-
mand of Sir Edward Howard, Lord High Admiral, and by
an indenture, dated 8th of April of that year, granted him
the following allowance :—For his own maintenance, diet,
wages, and rewards, ten shillings a-day. For each of the
captains, for their diet, wages, and rewards, eighteenpence
a-day. For every soldier, mariner, and gunner, five shillings
a-month for his wages, and five shillings for his victuals,
reckoning twenty-eight days in the month. But the
admiral, captains, officers, and men had also further allov--
71
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ances, under the denomination of dead shares. T doubt
whether the naval officers and men of the present day
would be satisfied with a similar amount of pay. Cer-
tainly the mariners of those days had more dangers and
hardships to encounter than have those of the present time
under ordinary circumstances. That year Henry's fleet
consisted of forty-five ships, of which the largest was the
Regent, of 1000 tons; the two next in size being the
Sovereign and the Mary Rose, of about 500 tons each.

THE REGENT AND CORDELIER.

War was now declared against France, and the English
fleet put to sea under the command of Sir Edward
Howard. It carried a considerable body of land forces,
under the command of the Earl of Dorset, which were
landed at the Port of Passages, in Spain. Afterwards,
being reinforced by a number of stout ships, the admiral
sailed for Brest, in the hopes of encountering the French.
Sir William Knevet had command of the Regent, and
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Sir Charles Brandon, who had sixty of the tallest yeomen
of the Guard under him, commanded the Sovereign. The
fleet arrived off Brest just as the French fleet, consisting of
thirty-nine sail, was coming out of the harbour. On seeing
the enemy, Sir Edward made the signal for an immediate
engagement. Scarcely was the signal seen, than the Regent
and the Cordelier, the latter being the largest ship in
the French navy, attacked each other as if by mutual
consent. The Cordelier, it is said, carried 1200 soldiers.
Undoubtedly her commander hoped to carry the English
ship by boarding. In the course of the action, when
locked in a deadly embrace with their grappling-irons,
another English ship threw into the Cordelier a quantity
of combustibles, or fire-works, as they were called, and set
her on fire. In vain the crew of the Regent endeavoured
to free their ship from her perilous position. The maga-
zine of the Cordelier was reached, and she and the Regent
went up into the air together. In the Regent, Sir William
Knevet and 700 men were lost, and in the Cordelier, Sir
Pierce Morgan, her captain, and 900 of her crew are sup-
posed to have perished. After this dreadful catastrophe
the action ceased; the French, horror-stricken, hurriedly
making their way into Brest. The ships, also, of both
parties, had received considerable damage.

Although cannon had been employed on board ships
since the time of Edward the Third, this was probably one
of the first sea-fights in which they were used by both
parties on board all the ships engaged. Even on this
occasion the combatants seem to have trusted more to
their battle-axes and swords than to their artillery. The
French give a different account of this battle. They say
that an English ship having discharged a quantity of fire-
works into the Cordelier, she caught fire, when her Breton
commander, finding that the conflagration could not be
extinguished, and determined not to perish alone, made
up to the English admiral and grappled her, when they
blew up into the air together. On this the two fleets
separated by mutual consent.

The following year another fleet of forty-two men-of-
war, under the command of the Lord High Admiral, sailed
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for Brest, when the French squadron was found at anchor,
protected by batteries on shore, and a line of twenty-four
hulks chained together across the harbour’s mouth. The
admiral, however, making a feint with his boats, drew
the enemy down to the shore, when he ran up past the
batteries, and ravaged the country round the town. The
French had been waiting the arrival of six galleys from
the Mediterranean, under Monsieur Pregent.

I cannot refrain from giving the first account I have
met with of what may properly be called a cutting-out
expedition. While the English fleet were at Brest, Mon-
sieur Pregent arrived on the coast with six galleys and four
foists, and, apprehensive of being attacked by the enemy,
he entered the Bay of Conquét, which was the nearest
place to Brest. He here placed his squadron between two
rocks, on which he mounted cannon and threw up a breast-
work. Notwithstanding the advantageous position of this
squadron, the Lord High Admiral resolved to attack it.
He had two galleys in his fleet. He went on board one
of these, and entrusted the other to Lord Rivers. He had,
besides, only two large barges and two boats. With these,
on the 25th of April, he boldly ventured into the Bay of
Conquét to attack the French galleys. He no sooner came
abeam of the galley commanded by Monsieur Pregent,
than, ordering his vessel to be lashed alongside, he boarded -
her sword in hand, followed only by Don Carroz, a Spanish
cavalier, and seventeen of his men. He appeared at first
to be gaining the day; but, by some accident, his galley
swinging loose, he and his followers, deprived of all succour,
were so hard pressed by the enemy that they were driven
headlong into the sea. Lord Ferrers, who had during this
time been engaging the enemy without success, seeing the
admiral’s galley fall off, retreated. When, however, Lord
Howard was missed, a flag of truce was sent to the French
commander, who replied that only one seaman had escaped
death, and that the admiral and the rest of his companions
had been forced overboard. After this the English fleet
returned home. Ina short time Monsieur Pregent, flushed
with success, ravaged the coast of Sussex; but was driven
away by Sir Thomas Howard, who succeeded his brother
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as Lord High Admiral. In the year 1514, the ever-active
Pregent again paid the Sussex coast a visit, and burnt
Brighthelmstone, as Brighton was then called. In return
for this compliment, Sir John Wallop was sent with a fleet
to the coast of Normandy, where he burnt twenty-one
towns and villages. In consequence of the energetic and
summary way 1n which he carried out his system of
retaliation, those who have imitated him have been said to
“wallop” the enemy. To replace the Regent destroyed
in the terrible way above described, the king built a ship
at Erith ‘in 1515, and called her the Henri Grdce de
Dieu. She was of 1000 tons burden, and manned with
301 mariners, 50 gunners, and 349 soldiers. Up to that
period, when ships were to be manned in a hurry, soldiers
were sent on board to do the duty of seamen as best they
could, and generals were turned into admirals at very short
notice. However, it would be more correct to say that the,
fighting was done chiefly by soldiers, and consequently that
military officers went to command them, while the ships
were navigated by professional seamen, who had their own
sea officers, though generally of an inferior grade, over
them. A vestige of this custom still remains in the Royal
Navy. On board every ship, besides the captain and his
lieutenants, there is a sailing-master, who has also his
mates or assistants, who have especial charge of the navi-
gation of the ship. Formerly the captain and his lieu-
tenants were not of necessity seamen. Now, they are so
by profession, though they still retain a remnant of their
military character. In time, probably, the last represen-
tative of the master-of-the-mariners, as he was called, will
disappear from the British navy—it being the duty of the
lieutenants to attend to the navigation of the ship, as they
do now to the management in every other respect.

One of the wisest acts of Henry the Eighth was making
the sea-service a regular profession—though long after his
time ships, and even fleets, were commanded by men who
had hitherto lived and fought only on shore. About the
year 1545 port-holes were generally introduced on board
the larger ships. Before that time the guns were fought
over the bulwarks, or were alone placed on the forecastle,
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and the aftercastle, which latter portion of the ship is now
called the poop. This word poop is evidently derived from
the Latin puppis, as originally the after-part of a ship was
called by the Romans, and thence the name was given to
the ship herself, a part being taken for the whole. The
ports were, however, placed not more than sixteen inches
from the water, so close, indeed, as greatly to peril the
ship. It was in consequence of this faulty construction
that the Mary Rose of sixty guns, one of the largest
ships in the British navy, heeling over to a squall while
encountering the French at Spithead, was capsized, when
her captain, Sir George Carew, and upwards of 500 of his
men, perished in the waves. As late as the year 1835,
Mr. Deane, by means of his ingenious invention, the diving-
bell, was enabled to recover several guns, parts of the wreck,
and some stone-shot of the Mary Rose.

Ships generally carried but few guns. A writer, describ-
ing a battle which took place off the Isle of Wight, and
which lasted two hours, when upwards of ninety ships were
engaged, speaks of 300 shot being fired, to prove how
desperate was the contest. I have before me an account
of the battle in which the Mary Rose was lost, not, as
the French say, in consequence of their fire, but because
it was attempted to keep her ports open when a consider-
able sea was running, and a strong breeze had suddenly
sprung up. The French king had sent over a large fleet
to annoy the English coasts. Henry, hearing of the
expedition, hurried down to Portsmouth to hasten the
equipment of 100 sail, which he had ordered to be got
ready. The French appearing, the English sailed out to
St. Helen’s to meet them. A squall came on, and the
Mary Rose foundering, the Great Harry which was
attacked by the French row-galleys, bore the brunt of the
action. The French quickly retired, though they attempted
to make a lodgment on the Isle of Wight, but were com-
pelled to return to their ships. The English are described
as using pinances, which are vessels of great length and
little beam, moving very rapidly, and fitted both with sails
and oars. We hear, also, that the Carracon the ship of
the French Admiral, was destroyed by fire before the fleet
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left their coasts. She is described as appearing like a
castle among the other ships of the fleet, and -so strong
that she had nothing to fear at sea but fire and rocks. 1t
is stated that she had 100 brass cannon on board ; but as
she was not more than 800 tons burden, they must have
been very small ones.  Still] it is certain that she was the
stoutest ship possessed by the French.

From a Irench account of one of the attacks made on
the English fleet before Portsmouth, we ascertain the
character of the galleys employed by the French. We are
told that they were worked by oars, and we read that so
many galley-slaves were killed. It is said, also, that “ the
galleys had all the advantage of working that they could
desire, to the great damage of the English, who, for want
of wind, not being able to stir, lay exposed to the French
cannon, and being so much higher and bulkier than their
galleys, hardly a shot missed them; while the galleys,
with the help of their oars, shifted at pleasure,and thereby
avoided the danger of the cnemy’s artillery.” The same
writer says that, later in the day, “the violence of the
wind, and the swelling of the sea, would deprive us of our
galleys.”  We thus see at once that these galleys, though
from their lightness easily manceuvred in smooth water,
were unfit to buffet with the winds and waves. They were
probably similar to the galleys I have before described, and
which for centuries were in use in the Mediterranean.

Another writer says: “ A gale arising, the French galleys
were in danger, the English ships bearing down upon them
with full sail, a danger from which they escaped purely by
the skill and experience of their commanders, and the
intrepidity of the Prior of Capua, who exposed his galley
with undaunted courage, and freed himself from danger
with equal address.” The title of Prior of Capua sounds
oddly enough when applied to a naval commander. From
these accounts it would appear that the English ships were
more powerful than those of the French, and were better
calculated to stand the brunt of battle than to chase a
nimble enemy, as the French seem to have been. The
larger ships in the British navy were at that time fitted
with four masts, like the Henat Grdce de Dieu.
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Though the yards and sails were unwieldy, the rigging
heavy, and the top hamper prodigious, we find that they
were tending towards the form they had assumed when
Howe, Jervis, and Nelson led our fleets to victory.

They had short stout masts, a vast number of shrouds
to support them, and large heavy round tops on which a
dozen men or more could stand. The sterns were orna-
mented with a profusion of heavy carved-work, and they
had great lanterns stuck up at the taffrail, as big, almost, as
sentry-boxes, while the forecastle still somewhat resembled
the building from which it took its name. This vast
amount of woodwork, rising high above the surface of the
water, was very detrimental to the sailing qualities of ships,
and must have caused the loss of many. What sailors call
fore-and-aft sails had already been introduced, and we hear
constantly of ships beating to windward, and attempting to
gain the weather-gage. In those days a great variety of
ordnance were employed, to which our ancestors gave the
odd-sounding names of cannon, demi-cannon, culverins,
demi-culverins, sakers, mynions, falcons, falconets, port-
piece-halls, port-piece-chambers, fowler-halls, and curthalls.
These guns varied very much in length and in the weight
of their shot. When a ship is spoken of as carrying fifty
or sixty guns it must be understood that every description
of ordnance on board was included, so that a very erroneous
idea would be formed, if we pictured a ship of sixty guns
of those days as in any way resembling in size a third, or
even a fourth rate at the end of the last century. An old
author says : “ By the employment of Italian shipwrights,
and by encouraging his own people to build strong ships of
war to carry great ordnance, Henry established a puissant
navy, which, at the end of his reign, consisted of seventy-
one vessels, whereof thirty were ships of burden, and con-
tained in all 10,550 tons, and two were galleys, and the rest
were small barks and row-barges, from eighty tons down
to fifteen tons, which served in rivers and for landing men.”

Stone shot had hitherto been used both at sea and on
shore, but about the middle of the century they were super-
seded by iron shot. About the same period matchlocks
were introduced on board ships.
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An Act was passed in this reign encouraging merchants
to build ships fit for men-of-war, such ships being exempt
from certain duties, the owners also receiving from the
king, when he required them, twelve shillings per ton
a-month.

Henry the Eighth established an Office of Admiralty,
with a Navy Office, under certain commissioners ; and
appointed regular salaries, not only for his admirals and
vice-admirals, but for his captains and seamen. This esta-
blished the system, pursued with various alterations, for the
maintenance of the Royal Navy. These regulations and
appointments encouraged the English to consider the sea
as a means of providing for their children, and from this
time forward we have a constant series of eminent officers
in the Royal Navy, many of them noblemen of the first
distinction. Among the most celebrated in this reign were
Sir Edward Howard, his brother Sir Thomas Howard,
afterwards Earl of Surrey, Sir William Fitzwilliams, after-
wards Earl of Southampton, and John Russell, first Earl
of Bedford. The most eminent navigator in the reign of
Edward the Sixth was Sebastian Cabot, son of John Cabot,
who, under Henry the Seventh, discovered Newfoundland.
Nothing was done concerning trade without consulting
him; he was at the head of the merchant adventurers, and
governor of a company formed to find out a passage by the
north to the East Indies. Among the regulations for the
government of the fleet destined for the voyage to Cathay
were several which show a considerable amount of worldly
wisdom and sound so quaint, that I am tempted to quote
a few of them. Clause 22— Item—not to disclose to any
nation the state of our religion, but to pass it over in silence
without any declaration of it, seeming to bear with such
laws and rites as the place hath where you shall arrive.”
Item 23—*“Forasmuch as our people and ships may appear
unto them strange and wondrous, and theirs also to ours,
it is to be considered how they may be used, learning much
of their nature and dispositions by some one such person
whom you may first either allure or take to be brought on
board your ship.” Item 24— The persons so taken to be
well entertained, used, and apparelled, to be set on land
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to the intent he or she may allure others to draw nigh to
show the commodities ; and if the person taken may be
made drunk with your beer or wine, you shall know the
secrets of his heart.”

Under the judicious management of Sebastian Cabot,
the Russian Company was established, though their charter
was not granted till the year 1555. Among other dis-
coverers and navigators Captain Wyndham merits notice,
having opened up a trade with the coast of Guinea. Both
he and his companion Pintado died, however, of fever, forty
only of his crew returning to Plymouth. Captain Richard
Chancellor is another able navigator of this reign. He sailed
with Sir Hugh Willoughby in the service of the company,
at the recommendation of Cabot. He made several
voyages to Russia; in the last, he parted with Sir Hugh
Willoughby, who, putting into a port to winter, was, with
all his crew, frozen to death. His ship was found riding
safe at anchor by some Russian fishermen, and from
a journal discovered on board it was found that the
admiral and most of his fellow-adventurers were alive
in January, 1554.

During Henry the Eighth’s reign the infamous slave-
trade was commenced by Mr. William Hawkins of Plymouth,
father of the celebrated Sir John Hawkins. He, however,
evidently did not consider the traffic in the light in which
it is now regarded. In his ship, the Paul, of Plymouth,
he made three voyages to the Brazils, touching at the
coast of Guinea, where he traded in slaves, gold, and ele-
phants’ teeth. At that time the English, considering
themselves lords paramount at sea, insisted that ships of
all other nations should strike their flags in presence of
their fleets. KEven when William Lord Howard, Mary’s
high admiral, went with a fleet of twenty-eight men-of-war
to await the arrival of King Philip, who soon after appeared
in the channel, escorted by one hundred and sixty sail, the
Spanish flag flying at his main-top, the English admiral
compelled him to lower it, by firing a shot before he would
salute the intended consort of the Queen. This determina-
tion of the English to maintain the sovereignty of the seas
was the cause hereafter of many a desperate naval engage-
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ment between themselves and the Dutch, who disputed
their right to the honour.

Henry died A.D. 1547. No great improvements were
made in navigation during his reign, but the encourage-
ment he gave to shipbuilding, and the establishment of a
permanent Royal Navy, contributed much to enable Eng-
land to attain that supremacy on the ocean which she has
ever since maintained.

During the early part of Edward the Sixth’s reign the
navy of England was employed chiefly in operations against
the Scotch, but in 1550 the French formed a plan to cap-
ture Jersey and Guernsey, which they surrounded with a
large fleet, having 2000 troops on board. The inhabitants
held out stoutly, and gained time for Captain (afterwards
Sir William) Winter to arrive to their succour. Though
he had but a small squadron, so hastily did he attack the
French, that he captured and burnt nearly all their ships
and killed a thousand men, the rest with difficulty escaping
to the mainland.

Mary’s reign is a blank, as far as most achievements were
concerned, and, had the miserable queen obtained her
wishes, the ships of England, and all the English hold
dear, would have been handed over to the tender mercics
of Philip and the Spaniards.



CHAPTER VI
RBeign of EGlizabeth.

(FroM A.p. 1558 1o A.D. 1567.)

HEN Elizabeth came to the throne, she, with-
f  out loss of time, took measures to restore the
navy, which had been allowed to fall into
decay during the reign of her wretched sister
) Mary. Timber was stored up for building,
numerous pieces of brass cannon cast, and gunpowder,
which had hitherto been brought from abroad, was manu-
factured at home. She raised the wages of seamen,
increased the number of naval officers, and augmented
their salaries, giving also encouragement to foreigners
skilled in shipbuilding to repair to her ports and construct
strong ships, both for war and commerce. The fortresses
in the Isle of Wight and other parts were increased, and
scarcely had she governed four days when Vice-Admiral
Malyn was ordered to sail, with as many ships as were fit
for sea, to protect trade and to defend the channel.

She, of course, took these steps by the advice of Cecil,
who likewise directed Sir Thomas Gresham to send over
coin from Holland, and to purchase arms and munitions of
war. Cecil was thoroughly cognisant of the designs of the
Spaniards, and he had soon a proof of their perfidious
intentions. A squadron under the command of Sir John
Hawkins had been driven into the port of St. Juan
d’Ulloa in the Bay of Mexico, and was suddenly attacked
by a Spanish fleet, the commander of which had just
before been professing his friendly intentions. Sir John
suspected treachery in consequence of observing that the
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Spaniards were shifting arms from one ship to another,
planting and levelling their cannon from their ships
towards an island on which some of the English had
landed. The master of one of the ships being sent to the
Spanish admiral, he was seized ; and, causing the trumpet
to be sounded, the Spaniards set on the English on all
sides. The men on shore being dismayed at the un-
expected onset, fled, and endeavoured to recover their
ships, but the Spaniards, landing in great numbers, slew
most of them without quarter. Several of the English
ships were destroyed—the Minion and Judith, with
a small bark of fifty tons, alone escaping. The crews
underwent incredible hardships, though they at length
found their way to England. The English captured on
the island by the Spaniards were afterwards thrown into
the Inquisition, where they remained shut up asunder in
dungeons for a year and a-half. Three were afterwards
burnt ; others were condemned to receive two and three
hundred blows on horseback with long whips, and to serve in
the galleys for many years; and others were confined in
monasteries, dressed in the S. Benito or fool’s coats. One
of them, Job Hartob, after enduring captivity for twenty-
three years, escaped, and reached England. So enraged
were the nation at this treachery of the Spaniards, that it
was with difficulty they could be restrained from breaking
the peace with that perfidious nation.

A further cause of dissension arose in consequence of a
convoy of vessels, bound from the coast of Biscay for the
Low Countries with a large quantity of money on board,
being chased by French pirates, having taken shelter in
Plymouth, Falmouth, and Southampton. The queen, being
informed that the money was on the merchants’ accounts,
and that the Duke of Alva would certainly seize it to
enable him to carry on the war, made bold to borrow the
sum. This brought matters to a crisis; reprisals were
made by Spain, and the English seized many Spanish and
Flemish ships. The English on this, with incredible
alacrity, fitted out vessels, and fell upon all merchant-ships
belonging to the Spaniards. Spain, it was now known,
was preparing a formidable force for the invasion of Eng-
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land ; but the queen and her ministers, unintimidated by
the boasts of the Spaniards, omitted no precautionary
measures to defeat Philip’s plans. In 1587, a fleet under
Sir Francis Drake was despatched to Cadiz. The admiral
here forced six galleys, placed for the guardianship of the
port, to shelter themselves under the cannon of the castle;
and then, having burnt upwards of a hundred ships laden
with ammunition and provisions, he sailed for Cape St.
Vincent, where he surprised some forts, and destroyed all
the fishing craft he could fall in with. From thence,
appearing off the mouth of the Tagus, he challenged the
Spanish admiral, Santa Cruz, to come out and fight; but
the Spaniard, obeying his master’s orders, allowed Drake to
burn and destroy every vessel he could find, rather than
hazard au engagement. The King of Spain, hoping to
frighten the English, published in every country in Europe
a full account of the armada he was preparing for the
subjugation, as he hoped, of England. Xor three years
had Philip been making the most mighty efforts to fit out
a fleet with which he hoped to humble the pride of the
queen of that “tight little island,” who had dared to refuse
his hand, and to enslave her heretical subjects. The Most
Happy Armada, for so he had styled it, consisted of 134
sail of towering ships, of the total burden of 57,868 tons;
on board of it were 19,295 soldiers, 8450 sailors, 2088
slaves, and 2830 pieces of cannon. In addition to the
foregoing, there were galleys, galliasses, and galleons stored
with 22,000 pounds of great shot, 40,000 quintals, or
hundredweights of powder, 1000 quintals of lead for
bullets, 10,000 quintals of match, 7000 muskets and
calivers, 1000 partisans and halberds, besides double-
cannon and field-pieces for a camp on disembarking, and a
great many wmules, horses, and asses, with six months’
provisions of all sorts. To this may be added a large band
of monks, with racks, thumbscrews, chains, whips, butcher-
ing knives, and other implements of torture, with which
it was proposed to convert the English from the error
of their ways, and to bring them to the true faith as
expounded by the pope and his pupil Philip.

The larger of these ships measured from 1000 to 1200
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tons, they carried 50 guns, about 180 mariners, and 300
soldiers. A still larger number measuring from 600 to
800 tons, and carrying from 30 to 40 guns, with crews of
about 100 seamen, and 300 soldiers. There was a fleet
of pataches and zabras, a considerable number of which
measured no more than 60 tons, and carried 8 guns and
30 seamen. The galliasses must, however, have been ships
of great bulk, as they carried 50 guns, and crews of about
120 men, with a still larger number of soldiers, besides
which they each had about 300 slaves for working their
oars. The galleys also carried 50 guns and about 230
slaves. This fleet was divided into ten squadrons, each
commanded by an experienced officer. The pataches are
more commonly called carvels. Besides the Dominicans,
Franciscans, Flagellants, and Jesuits, there were on board
many hundred persons of the best families of Spain ; some
maintained by the king, with their servants, and those
belonging to the duke’s court.

This vast armada was followed by a fleet of tenders,
with a prodigious quantity of arms on board, intended to
put into the hands of those whom it was expected would
rise on their reaching the shores of our own land. The
command of this mighty squadron, generally known as
the Spanish Armada, was given to the Duke of Medina
Sidonia, and under him was Don Martinez de Recaldo, an
experienced admiral, who managed the affairs of the fleet.
The reports of the enormous preparations made by the
Spaniards for the destruction of everything they held dear
naturally caused the greatest anxiety, if not cousternation,
among the English, but the nation was true to itself. The
queen and her ministers, in no way daunted at the mighty
preparations for their enslavement, vigorously prepared for
resistance, taking all the measures wisdom could dictate
and their means would allow for repelling the invaders.
The country flew to arms; every county raised a body
of militia; the sea-ports were fortified, and a system of
signals arranged so that troops could be brought to the
point where they were required with the greatest possible
speed. Orders were also given that, should the enemy
land, the whole country round should be laid waste, so
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that the Spaniards might find no food except what they
brought with them. The regular army was disposed, a
part along the southern coast, another near Torbay, under
the command of the Earl of Leicester, while a third, under
the leading of Lord Hunsdon, was destined to guard the
queen’s person. The English Government, not misled by
the assurances of the Spanish minister that his master’s
wish was to remain at peace, took care to keep themselves
well informed of the proceedings of the Spaniards, and of
the time the Armada was likely to be ready to put to sea.

Offers had been made by Philip to conclude a treaty,
and a meeting was held between his envoys and the English
commissioners in April near Ostend. The Spaniards, how-
ever, purposely squandered away the time, hoping to stop
the preparations of the English while their own were
going forward, and at length fixed on Brouckburg in
Flanders as the place for concluding a treaty of peace.
Before the time agreed on had arrived, the Spanish
Armada had sailed from the Tagus. The pope having
blessed the fleet which was to be engaged in the pious
office of subjugating the heretics of England, it was named
the Great, Noble, and Invincible Armada, the terror of
Europe.

The English fleet was placed under the command of
Lord Howard of Effingham, who had, however, only seven-
teen ships of war actually belonging to the queen. The
largest of these, the T'riumph, was of 1100 tons, carried
500 men, and was commanded by Sir Martin Frobisher.
The next in size was the White Bear, also with a crew
of 500 men, commanded by Lord Edmund Sheffield. The
third in size was the Ark, the admiral’s flag-ship, of
800 tons, commanded by Raleigh. Of the same size was
the Victory, carrying the flag of Sir John Hawkins, the
rear-admiral,\ with a crew of 400 men. There were two
others of 600 tons, the Elizabeth Bonawventure and the
Hope. There were six of 500 tons, two of 400 tons,
another of 360 tons, while the rest ranged from 30 to 120
tons. To these were joined twelve hired ships and six
tenders. The city of London provided sixteen ships, twice
the number demanded, with four store-ships; the city of
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Bristol, three; Barnstaple, three; Exeter, two, and a ten-
der and stout pinance ; Plymouth, seven stout ships, equal
to the men-of-war. Sixteen ship were under Lord Henry
Seymour. The nobility and gentry and commons of Eng-
land furnished forty-three ships; the merchant adven-
turers, ten ; to which may be added a fly-boat and Sir W.
Winter’s pinnace, making in all 143 ships.

Of these ships, thirty-two were under the command of
Sir Francis’ Drake, and several of them were of 400 tons
burden ; but the greater number were not of more than
200 tons. The largest London ship was only of 300 tons,
but the greater number were above 100 tons, and the
smallest of 60 tons. Lord Henry Seymour’s ships were
mostly under 150 tons, the largest being only 160. Alto-
gether the number of their crews did not amount to more
than 15,000 men, but they were one and all gallant tars,
resolved to fight and conquer, and fearless of danger. Sir
Franecis Drake, with fifty sail, had been stationed at Ply-
mouth, and here the Lord High Admiral, with a large
%art of his fleet, joined him on the 23rd May, when Sir

rancis was made his vice-admiral. Henee, with about
ninety ships, the fleet sailed up and down between Ushant
and Scilly, waiting for the arrival of the Armada, which
had sailed, as has been said, on the 1st June. A tremen-
dous storm, which compelled the English to run into harbour,
had, however, dispersed the Spaniards, and driven them
back with some damage into port. Shortly afterwards a
report reached England, cireulated probably by the Span-
iards themselves, that the whole of their fleet had been
weather-beaten, and that they would be unable to proceed
to sea till the next year. This was actually believed by
the English Government, who ordered the Lord High
Admiral to send back four of his largest ships into port ;
but Lord Howard, alleging how dangerous 1t was to be
too credulous, retained the ships, observing that he would
rather keep them at his own charge than expose the nation
to so great a hazard.

The wind eoming from the north, on the 8th of June Lord
Howard sailed towards Spain, looking out for the Armada ;
but the wind changing to the south, and he seeing that it
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would be favourable to the Spaniards, returned towards
England, lest they might slip by and reach the coast
betore him. On the 12th he arrived at Plymouth, where
the whole fleet was assembled, waiting for the enemy, and
on the 19th of June—

“’Twas about the lovely close of a warm summer’s day,
There came a gallant merchant-ship, full sail to Plymouth Bay.
Her crew hath seen Castile’s black fleet, beyond Aurigny'’s isle,
At earliest twilight, on the wave, lie heaving many a mile;
At sunrise she escaped their van, by God’s especial grace,
And the tall Pinta, till at noon, had held her close in chase.”

This tall ship was commanded by Captain Thomas
Fleming, who had been stationed on the look-out to the
eastward. The wind blowing almost directly into the
sound, it was scarcely possible for the English fleet to put to
sea; at length, however, by dint of warping, the admiral’s
ship and six more got out of the haven, and by daylight,
on the 20th, sixty others joined him ; with these he sailed,
and when off the Eddystone caught sight of the enemy to
the westward. Notice of the appearance of the Armada
was spread far and wide throughout the land.

“Night sank upon the dusky beach, and on the purple sea ;
Such night in England ne’er had been, nor ne’er again shall be.
From Eddystone to Berwick bounds, from Lynn to Milford Bay,
That time of slumber was as bright and busy as the day ;
For swift to east and swift to west the ghastly war-flames spread,
High on St. Michael’s Mount it shone, it shone on Beachy Head.
Far on the deep the Spaniards saw, along each southern shore,
Cape beyond cape in endless range, those twinkling spots of fire.”

Onward came the Armada in perfect order, forming a
crescent, the horns of which were seven miles apart, the
concave part to the rear. Formidable, indeed, from their
size and number, did they appear, like so many floating
castles, such as had never in the world’s history sailed over
the surface of the deep. The English captains were eager
for the attack, but Lord Howard wisely checked their
ardour, pointing out the enormous size of the enemy’s
ships, which also being full of troops, they could hope to do
nothing with by boarding. Had, indeed, the Spaniards
ventured to attack the English on that day, it would have



THE ARMADA ATTACKED. 89

been difficult to escape from them. Having wisely waited
till the following morning, Sunday, the 21st of June, the
admiral was joined by the rest of the fleet, which had got
out of the sound, and had, moreover, the wind in its favour.
The battle commenced at nine o’clock in the morning,
when Lord Howard attacked a Spanish ship commanded
by Don Alfonso de Lara. Lord Howard pressed in upon
her, tore her hull with his broadside, and brought her
to the verge of sinking. Drake, Hawkins, and Frobisher
attacked,also, the rearmost of the Spanish ships,commanded
by Recaldo, the vice-admiral, ship engaging ship, till the
Spaniards were so disabled that they took to é)ight, and
were received into the main body. The British seamen,
elated by their success, pressed on more and more boldly,
till, darkness coming on, the Lord High Admiral, by signal,
ordered them to desist. About midnight the English saw
a large ship in the centre of the Spanish fleet blow up.
As it proved afterwards, she had on board a large amount
of treasure, which was moved before she was deserted to
another ship, commanded by Don Pedro Vargas. It
coming on to blow hard at night, this ship sprang her
foremast, and falling astern, was attacked and captured by
Sir Francis Drake. Besides the treasure, several persons
of distinction were found on board, the first Spanish
prisoners made on this occasion. The ship was sent into
Dartmouth, where the plunder of the vessel was divided
among the sailors.

A ship which had been destroyed was fallen in with the
next day, having fifty men on board cruelly burnt, and vast
numbers dead. In the evening Sir Francis Drake was
induced to sail in pursuit of several ships he saw in the
south-west, but which proved to be German merchant-
vessels; and it was evening of the next day before he
could rejoin the fleet. Next morning, the two fleets having
manceuvred for some time to gain the weather-gage, about
noon the Spaniards at length bore down on a number of
the London vessels; but the Lord High Admiral sending
a reinforcement, rescued his ships, and nearly took the
vice-admiral. So high were the sides of the Spanish
ships that their shot generally flew over the heads of the
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English, and did little damage ; while scarcely a shot from
the ships of the latter missed its aim. After the fleets had
engaged for some time, the wind shifted to the south-south-
west. On this Lord Howard led his fleet to the attack of
the Armada. One of his ships, the Triumph, pushing too
far, was surrounded by the Spaniards; but the admiral,
with six other vessels, bore down to her assistance, having
given orders to his captains not to fire a gun till within
musket-shot. The ZTriumph was rescued, and the Spa-
niards driven back, miserably shattered.

About this period one William Cox, captain of a little
pinnace called the Violet, belonging to Sir William
Winter, behaved valiantly against the enemy, but his
gallant little craft was sunk, and he was killed by a great
piece of ordnance. As an old author writes on this occa-
sion: “ Also the May Flower of London, a name known
to fame, performed an honourable part. Never, indeed,
was seen so vehement a fight ; either side endeavouring to
bring about the destruction of the other. For albeit the
musqueteers and arquebusiers were in either fleet many
in number, yet could they not be discerned or heard by
reason of the roar of the greater ordnance that followed so
thick one upon another, and played so well that day on
either side that they were thought to be equal in number
to common arquebusiers in a hot skirmish. The battle
was not only long, but also near at hand—within half-
a-musket shot—and that to the great advantage of the
Englishmen, who, with their ships being, as was aforesaid,
excellent of sail and of steerage, yet less a great deal than
the Spanish ships, and therefore more light and nimble,
fought not according to their manner otherwise, to board
them, but keeping themselves aloof at a reasonable dis-
tance, continually beat upon the hull and tackling of the
enemy’s ships, which, being a good deal higher, could not
so easily beat the English ships with their ordnance. Thus
in the space of one day, with the loss only of one small
ship and less than a hundred men on the part of the Eng-
lish, was the so-called Invincible Armada utterly beaten
and nearly destroyed—though to the God of battles must
truly be ascribed the victory, for the power of the elements.
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more than man’s strength, caused the destruction of the
larger number of the Spanish ships.”

At evening the engagement ceased, by which time
several of the enemy’s ships had been taken, among them
a Venetian ship of large size and force. The next day,
for want of ammunition, the English were unable to renew
the attack ; but the Spaniards, not knowing this, did not
attempt to molest them. It had been intended, on the
night of the 24th, by Lord Howard, to attack the Armada
in the dead of the night, but the wind failing he was
disappointed in his object. On the 25th, a vast galleon,
dropping behind, was captured by Sir John Hawkins after
a desperate resistance. Several galliasses, sent by the
Spanish admiral to the rescue of the galleon, were nearly
taken. The persevering English, in their small vessels,
continued their assaults on the vast ships of the enemy,
never failing to inflict considerable damage on them. In
the meantime, more powder and shot were brought on
board to enable them to carry on their assaults. On the
following day the admiral determined, however, to allow
the Armada to proceed towards the Straits of Calais,
where another fleet, under Lord Henry Seymour and
Captain Winter, lay in wait for them. Thus the Armada
sailed forward till the English saw them anchor before
Calais, on the 27th of July. Here, being joined by the
before-mentioned squadron, the Lord High Admiral found
himself in command of nearly 150 stout ships, and, bearing
down on the enemy, anchored at a short distance from
them. The Spanish admiral had anchored in the hopes
of being joined by the Duke of Parma, but the fleets of
Holland and Zealand blockaded him in the ports of
Dunkirk and Niewport, and he dared not sail out. Seeing
that the Spanish ships lay very close together, Lord
Howard planned a new method for their destruction. Eight
of the least valuable vessels being fitted out as fire-ships,
and having their guns loaded, were conducted tuwards the
Spaniards by Captains Young and Prowse, who, in the
most undaunted manner, firing the trains as they got close
to the Spaniards, retired. As the burning ships bore
down upon them, the Spaniards, struck with dismay, cut
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their cables, and put to sea. The largest galliasse in the
fleet ran on shore, and was captured by the boats of the
squadron, after all her fighting men had been killed—the
slaves at the oars alone escaping. Several thus ran on the
shoals on the coast of Flanders.

The greater number were attacked fiercely by the
English, who disabled many of their ships. The Earl of
Cumberland sent a large galleon to the bottom, another
was sunk by the Lord High Admiral, and two other
vessels by Drake and Hawkins. Another large galleon,
the Saint Matthew, was captured by the Dutch, as was the
Saint Philip, after in vain endeavouring to escape, having
been driven by the English towards Ostend.

One of the most gallant of the English commanders
was Captain Robert Cross, who, in a small vessel, sunk
three of the enemy; while the Spaniards fled whenever
they were attacked—indeed, the whole engagement this
day was more a pursuit than a battle. On the 31st of
July, the Spaniards, who had attempted to regain Calais
Roads, were driven towards the coast of Zealand, when, the
wind favouring them just as they were almost on the
shoals, their admiral came to the resolution of returning
home round the northern end of the British Isles, and
making all sail, they steered the course proposed, throwing
overboard their horses and mules, and everything that
could impede their progress. Lord Howard, leaving Lord
Henry Seymour with a squadron to assist the Dutch in
blockading the Duke of Parma, sent Admiral Winter with
another into the narrow seas to guard the coast, while he
himself pursued the Spaniards. Many more were lost in
their hurried flight; some were wrecked on the coast of
Scotland, and others on the Shetland and Orkney Islands.
Those who landed in Scotland were brought to Edinburgh,
to the number of 500, where they were mercitfully treated ;
but nearly thirty ships were cast away on the Irish coast,
where nearly all their crews, to the number of several
thousands, who escaped drowning, were put to death by
the inhabitants. About fifty-four ships alone of this
mighty Armada returned to Spain, and of those who had
embarked upwards of 20,000 men had perished. Not a
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family in Spain but had lost a relative, though King
Philip, in a vain endeavour to conceal his rage and dis-
appointment, forbade any persons to wear mourning.

The encouragement given to maritime adventure raised
up a host of gallant seamen and explorers, whose names
became renowned for their exploits, and who carried the
flag of England into all quarters of the globe. Perhaps
of these the most celebrated was Sir Francis Drake, who,
having performed numerous daring exploits in the West
Indies, sailed round the world, and returned to England,
his ship laden with the booty he had taken from the
Spamniards; good Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who, after making
many discoveries, sank with all his crew off the coast of
Newfoundland ; Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Richard Grenville,
Sir John Hawkins, and a host of others.

Among other expeditions was one intended for the
South Seas, under the command of the Earl of Cumberland,
who, at his own charge, fitted out three ships and a pinnace
—namely, the Red Dragon, of 160 tons and 130 men ; the
Clifford, of 30 tons and 70 men; and the Rose and the
Dorothy. Having touched on the African coast, they crossed
over to South America, where they took two Portuguese
ships, one of which had forty-five negroes on board, while
the only riches in the other, besides slaves and friars, were
beads and other spiritual trinkets, and the furniture
designed for a new monastery. Several other prizes were
made, when, without attempting to reach the Pacific, they
returned to England. While numerous English vessels
were cruising on the coasts of Old Spain, and destroying
its trade and navigation, Thomas Cavendish was despatched
with a small squadron to do the like on the coast of New
Spain. He carried out his instructions, crossing the South
Seas to the Philippines, and afterwards visiting China,
having taken on his way many of the ships of the enemy.

To Sir John Hawkins the navy is indebted for the
institution of that noble fund the Chest at Chatham, to
which, also, Sir Francis Drake contributed considerably.
Elizabeth, determined to retaliate on the Spaniards, fitted
out a fleet in the following spring of 146 sail, which
destroyed Corunna and Vigo, as well as the Castle of
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Cascacs at- the mouth of the Tagus, and captured sixty
large ships. In 1590 the queen allotted £8790 a-year for
the repairs of the Royal Navy; a sum which would go but
a short way at the present day in building a single ship.

About this time the telescope was invented by Janssen,
a spectacle-maker of Middleburgh, in Zealand. Hearing
of it, Galileo immediately constructed his first very im-
perfect instrument, which magnified only three times.
Further experiments enabled him to construct another
with a power of eight, and ultimately, sparing neither
labour nor expense, he formed one which bore a magnify-
ing power of more than thirty times. With this instru-
ment, he commenced that survey of the heavenly bodies
which rendered his name famous as the first of astronomers.
In the reign of Charles the Second, in 1671, Sir Isaac
Newton constructed his first reflecting telescope, a small
ill-made instrument, nine inches only in length—valuable
as it was, a pigmy in power compared to Lord Rosse’s
six-feet reflector of sixty feet in length. Torricelli, the
pupil of Galileo, invented the barometer.

In 1591 the first voyage to the East Indies was under-
taken by Captain Lancaster, in three ships. One was sent
back with invalids, another was lost with all on board, and
the crew of the captain’s ship mutinied while he was on
shore on an uninhabited island, and ran off with her, leav-
ing him and his companions for three years, till they were
rescued.

Among the brave admirals of this period, one of the
most gallant was Sir Richard Grenville, who, after serving
his country for many years, salled in the Revenge as vice-
admiral to Lord Admiral Howard, in 1591, in search of
the Spanish West India merchant-fleet, with a squadron of
six men-of-war, six victuallers, and a few pinnaces. The
English squadron was at anchor near the island of Flores,
when the admiral received intelligence of the approaching
Spanish fleet. He was in no condition to oppose the
Spaniards, for, besides being greatly inferior in numbers,
nearly half the men were disabled by the scurvy, a large
proportion of whom were on shore. The admiral imme-
diately weighed and put to sea, and the rest of his squadron
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followed his example. Sir Richard Grenville, however,
remaining to receive the sick men, was the last to weigh.
The admiral and the rest of the fleet with difficulty
recovered the wind, but Sir Richard, not being able to do
this, was advised by his master to set his mainsail and
coast about, trusting to the sailing of his ship. As the
Spanish squadron was already on his weather-gage, Sir
Richard utterly refused to fly from the enemy, declaring
that he would rather die than dishonour Her Majesty’s ship,
persuading his company that he would pass through the
two squadrons in spite of them. Standing for the Spaniards,
he compelled several of them to spring their luff, who thus
fell under the lee of the Revenge. Meanwhile, as he was
engaging those nearest to him,’an enormous Spanish ship,
the great San Philip, of 1500 tons, being to windward, and
bearing down upon him, becalmed his sails, so that his
ship could neither make way nor feel the helm. This
enormous ship now laid the Revenge aboard; while she
was thus becalmed, the ships under her lee luffing up, also
laid her aboard, one of them the Spanish admiral’s ship,
Jmighty and puissant, two on her larboard, and two on her
starboard side. The fight, which began at three o’clock in
the afternoon, continued very terrible all that evening.
The great San Philip, however, having received the broad-
side of the Revenge, discharged with cross-bar shot, shifted
herself with all diligence from her sides, utterly misliking
her first entertainment. The Spanish ships were filled
with companies of soldiers, in some 200, in others 800,
while the Revenge had no soldiers, besides the mariners,
but the officers’ servants and a few volunteers. After a
long interchange of broadsides, and small shot, the Spaniards
attempted to board the Revenge, hoping by the multitudes
of their armed soldiers and musqueteers to force her, but
were repulsed again and again, and driven back into their
own ships or into the sea. In the beginning of the fight a
victualler, the George Noble, of London, after receiving
some shot, fell under the lee of the Revenge, and asked Sir
Richard what he commanded him to do. Sir Richard
bade him save himself, and leave him to his fortune.
After the fight had continued without intermission while
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the day lasted and some hours of the night, many of the
English were slain and wounded, the great galleon had
been sunk, while terrific slaughter had been made on board
the other Spanish ships. About midnight Sir Richard
was struck by a musket-ball; while the surgeon was dress-
ing his wound, he was again shot in the head, the surgeon
being killed at the same nioment.

The first ships which had attacked the Revenge having
been beaten off, others took their places, so that she had
never less than two mighty galleons by her sides, and
before morning she had fifteen other ships assailing her;
and so ill did they approve of their entertainment that by
break of day they were far more willing to hearken to a
composition than again to attack her. But as the day
increased, so did the gallant crew decrease; no friends
appeared in sight, only enemies, saving only one small
ship called the Pilgrim, commanded by Jacob Widdon.
He deserves to be handed down to fame, for he hovered
near all night in the hopes of helping the admiral, but in
the morning, bearing away, was hunted like a hare among
many ravenous hounds; but, happily, he escaped.

By this time all the powder of the Revenge except the
last barrel was spent, her pikes broken, forty of her best
men slain, and the most part of the rest hurt. At the
commencement she had had but a hundred free from sick-
ness, and ninety lay in the hold upon the ballast. By this
hundred was sustained all the volleys and boardings of
fifteen ships of war. Sir Richard finding himself helpless,
and convinced that his ship must fall a prey to the enemy
who now circled round him, proposed to the master-gunner,
whom he knew to be a most resolute man, to expend their
last barrel of powder by blowing up the ship and sinking
her, that thereby the Spaniards might lose the glory of a
victory. The master-gunner readily consented, and so did
divers others, but the captain and master were of another
opinion, alleging that the Spaniards would be ready for a
compromise, and that there were many valiant men yet
living who might do their country acceptable service here-
after—besides which, as the ship had already six feet of
water in the hold, and three shot-holes under water, which
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were so weakly stopped that by the first working of the
ship she must needs sink, she would never get into port.
Sir Richard refusing to hearken to these reasons, the
captain went on board the ship of the Spanish admiral,
Don Alfonso Bagan, who promised that the lives of all
should be preserved, that the ship’s company should be
sent to England, the officers to pay a reasonable ransom,
and in the meantime to be free from the galleys or imprison-
ment.

From the report which the admiral received, no one
showed any inclination to return on board the Revenge,
lest Sir Richard should blow himself and them up together.
On this news being returned, the greater part of the crew,
the master-gunner excepted, drew back from Sir Richard,
it being no hard matter to dissuade men from death to
life. The master-gunner finding himself and Sir Richard
thus prevented and mastered by the greater number,
would have slain himself with the sword, bad he not by
force been withheld, and locked into his cabin. The
Spanish admiral then sent many boats on board the
Revenge, the English crew, feating 8ir Richard would still
carry out his intention, stealing away on board the Spanish
ships. Sir Richard, thus overmatched, was sent unto by
Don Alfonso Bagan to remove out of the Revenge, the ship
being marvellous unsavoury, filled with bodies of dead
and wounded men, like a slaughter-house. Sir Richard
answered that he might do with his body as he list, for he
esteemed it not. As he was carried out of the ship he
swooned; on reviving again, he desired the ship’s company
to pray for him.

Don Alfonso used Sir Richard with all humanity, and
left nothing unattempted that tended to his recovery,
highly commending his valour and worthiness, and greatly
bewailing the danger wherein he was, while he admired
the resolution which had enabled the English admiral to
endure the fire of so many huge ships, and to resist the
assaults of so many soldiers. During the fight two Spanish
captains and no less than a thousand men were either
killed or drowned, while two large ships were sunk by her
side, another sunk in the harbour, and a fourth ran herself

G

L



98 POPULAR HISTORY OF THE BRITISH NAVY.

on shore to save her crew. Greatly to the regret of the
Spanish admiral, the gallant Sir Richard died three days
after the action; but whether he was buried at sea or on
shore is unknown. His last memorable words were: “Here
die I, Richard Grenville, with a joyful and quiet mind, for
that I Lave ended my life as a true soldier ought to do,
fighting for his country, queen, religion, and honour, my
soul willingly departing from this body, leaving behind a
lasting fame of having behaved as every valiant soldier is
in duty bound to do”

DEATH OF GRENVILLE.

A storm coming on soon afterwards, the Revenge, as had
been expected, went to the bottom, while fifteen Spanish
men-of-war were cast away, as were many of the merchant-
men; so that of the whole fleet, which originally amounted
to upwards of a hundred, seventy were lost. While the
English sailors were scattered among the Spanish fleet,
they received a visit from a traitor, one of the Earl of
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Desmond’s family, who endeavoured to persuade them to
serve the King of Spain, but in most cases without success.

In 1592 an expedition was fitted out by Sir Walter
Raleigh, consisting of several queen’s ships and some of
his own, with which he intended to attack Carthagena and
other places in the West Indies; but as he was about to
sall, he was superseded in the command by Sir Martin
Frobisher, the queen wishing to retain him in England.
Sir Martin was directed to proceed only to the coast of
Spain, where he captured a large Portuguese carrack, which,
to escape the English, ran on shore, and was burned by
her people after the goods had been landed ; but the Eng-
lish following made themselves masters of a large part of
the booty and of the town of Santa Cruz. After waiting
patiently for some weeks, another still larger carrack, called
the Madre de Dios hove in sight. Though the Portuguese
fought bravely to defend her, she was captured in the space
of an hour and a-half. On going on board, the English,
after hunting about for plunder, each man with a lighted
candle in his hand, a cabin was entered in which there
was a quantity of powder. The carrack was set on fire,
and had it not been for the courage of Captain Norton,
both the plundered and the plunderers would have been
blown together into the air. The carrack, which was
brought home in safety, was larger than any man-of-war
or merchantman belonging to England. She was of 1600
tons burden, and measuring from the beak-head to the
stern, on which was erected a large lantern, she was 165
fect in length. Her greatest beam was 46 feet 10 inches.
On leaving Cochin China she had drawn 31 feet of water,
but on her arrival at Dartmouth she drew only 26. She
had seven decks—one main or sleeping, three close decks,
one forecastle, and a spar deck of two floors. The length
of her keel was 100 feet, and of the mainmast 121 feet;
the main-yard was 106 feet long. She carried between
600 and 700 persons, and considering the length of the
voyage, the large amount of provisions can be calculated.
She carried fully 900 tons of cargo, consisting of jewels,
spices, drugs, silks, calicoes, quilts, carpets, and colours, as
also elephants’ teeth, porcelain vessels and china, cocoa-
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nuts, hides, ebony, bedsteads of the same, cloths made from
the rinds of trees, probably of the paper-mulberry tree;
the whole valued at not less than £150,000 sterling. This
shows that a merchant-vessel of those days was not much
less in size than an East Indiaman of late years.

On the death of Elizabeth, the navy consisted of forty-
two ships—two only, however, of a thousand tons each,
though there were several of 800 and 900 tons; but the
greater number were much under that size, being of about
400 tons and less. The larger ships carried 340 mariners,
40 gunners, and 120 soldiers. .

A sketch of the history of privateering, which, during the
reign of Elizabeth, grew into vast proportions, must not be
omitted. The fearful atrocities committed by the Spaniards
on the inhabitants of the Low Countries naturally created
the utmost horror in the breasts of the Protestants of
England against them. Large numbers of the Dutch and
Flemish escaping to England from their persecutors, and
spreading everywhere the account of the barbarities their
countrymen had endured, further increased this feeling,
till it extended over the length and breadth of the land,
but especially among the people of the sea-ports, where
many of the fugitives took up their abodes. When, there-
fore, an English shipowner, Clark by name, proposed fitting
out a squadron of three ships to cruise against .the mer-
chant-vessels of that nation, who, in their bigoted zeal,
had vowed to stamp out the Protestant faith, not only in
the countries subject to their rule, but in England herself,
there was no lack of volunteers. Those who were not
influenced by religious feelings, were so by the hope of
filling their pockets with Spanish gold. When Clark’s
squadron, after a cruise of six weeks, returned into New-
haven with eighteen prizes, their cargoes valued at £50,000,
applications from all quarters were made to the queen
for letters of marque which would enable ships legally
to carry on war against the enemy.

At the period of Elizabeth’s accession, owing to the
treachery as much as to the supineness of her predecessor,
of the Royal Navy which had been created by Henry the
Eighth, only twenty-three vessels of war, few of them
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of more than 600 tons burden, remained. There was
one only of 800, one of 700, a few being above 200,
while the remainder were sloops or other small craft.
The Government had therefore to depend chiefly on private
ships in the war with France, and the expected struggle
of far greater magnitude with Spain. Numerous English
subjects had also suffered from the Spanish Inquisition,
and Englishmen of rank and wealth considered that they
were justified in retaliating on the authors of the cruelties
practised on their own countrymen. From every port and
rwver vessels fitted out as traders went forth heavily armed
to plunder on the high seas any of the ships of the common
eneniy of mankind with which they could fall in. At first
the bold privateersmen confined themselves to the nar-
cow seas, pouncing down upon any Spanish ship which
approached their shores, either driven in thither by the
wind, or compelled to seek shelter by stress of weather.
Many a trader from Antwerp to Cadiz mysteriously dis-
appeared, or, arriving without her cargo, reported that she
had been set upon by a powerful craft, when, boats coming
out from the English shore, she had been quickly unladen,
her crew glad to escape with their lives. he Scilly
Islands especially afforded shelter to a squadron of vessels
under Sir Thomas Seymour, who, sailing forth into the
chops of the channel, laid wait for any nchly-laden craft
he might happen to espy. Among other men of rank
who thus distinguished themselves were the sons of Lord
Chobham. Influenced by that hatred of Roman abomina-
tions which had long been the characteristic of their family,
Thomas Chobham, the most daring of the brothers, had
established himself in a strongly-fortified port in the south
of Ircland, from whence, sailing forth with his stout ships,
he attacked the Spaniards on their own coasts. Coming
in sight of a large ship in the channel, laden with a cargo
valued at 80,000 ducats, and having on board forty prisoners
doomed to serve in the galleys, he chased her into the Bay
of Biscay, where, at length coming up with her, he compelled
her to strike, when he released the prisoners, and trans-
ferred the cargo to his own ship. The Spaniards declare
that he sewed up all the survivors of the crew in their own
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sails and hove them overboard ; but as the story rests on
no better authority than that of the Spaniards themselves,
we may be excused from giving it credence. The stories
of the cruelties practised by the Spaniards on their pri-
soners are too well authenticated to be doubted. The
men who could be guilty of one-tenth part of the horrors
they compelled their fellow-subjects in the Netherlands
to endure, or those inflicted on the hapless Indians of
America, were capable of any conceivable cruelty.

Petitions upon petitions poured in on the queen from
those whose fathers, brothers, husbands, and sons had been
put to death, or were still groaning in the Spanish Inquisi-
tion, or in other prisons, both in the old and new worlds.
Dorothy Seely, whose husband was among them, entreats
that she and the friends of such of Her Majesty’s subjects
“as be there imprisoned, inflicted, and tormented beyond
all reason, may be allowed to fit out certain ships for the sea
at their own proper charges,and to capture such inquisitors
or other papistical subjects of the King of Spain as they
can take by sea or land, and to retain them in prison in
England with such torment and diet as Her Majesty’s
subjects had suffered in Spain.”

To strengthen this petition, it is stated “that not long
since the Spanish Inquisition executed sixty persons of
St. Malo, in France, whercupon the Frenchmen, having
armed and manned their pinnaces, lay in wait for the
Spaniards, and took a hundred and beheaded them, send-
ing the Spanish ships to the shore with the heads, leaving
in each ship only one man to relate the cause of the
revenge—since which time the Spanish Inquisition has
never meddled with those of St. Malo.”

Froude tells us that one of the French rovers, com-
manded by Jacques Leclere, called by the Spaniards Pié
de Palo—*“ timber leg”—sailed from Hévre, and captured
a Portuguese vessel worth 40,000 ducats, as well as a
Biscayan ship laden with iron and wool, and afterwards
chased another papist ship into Falmouth, where he fired
into her and drove her on shore. The captain of the
Spaniard appealed for protection to the governor of Pen-
dennis, but the governor replied that the privateer was
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properly commissioned, and that without special. orders
from the queen he could not interfere. Pié de Palo then
took possession of her as a prize, and afterwards anchored
under shelter of Pendennis, waiting for further good for-
tune. As it was the depth of winter, and the weather
being unsettled, five Portuguese ships, a few days later,
were driven in for shelter. Ascertaining the insecurity of
their position, they attempted to escape to sea again, but
Pié de Palo dashed after them and seized two of the five,
which he brought back as prizes. Philip complained to
the English Government of the robberies commiftted on
his subjects, and attempts were made to put a stop to
these proceedings. A few of the rovers were captured,
but were very quickly set at liberty again, and the priva-
teers swarmed cverywhere in-still increasing numbers.
In truth, Cecil, who knew perfectly well what were the
ultimate aims of Philip, had no wish to damp the ardour
and enterprise of his countrymen.

Not content with the booty they obtained in the narrow
seas, the privatecrs, often in large fleets, boldly traversed
the occan in search of Spanish argosies in the West Indies
and on the Spanish main. Drake, Hawkins, and Cavendish
were among the foremost in these enterprises. What-
ever may be thought of their proceedings at the present
day, their example tended to foster that courage, perseve-
rance, and indifterence to danger characteristic of British
seamen,

The King of Spain having granted letters of reprisals to
his subjects, especially to cruise in the Levant and the Medi-
terranean, the Turkey merchants fitted out five stout ships
with letters of marque, to provide for their defence—the
Royal Merchant, the Toby, the Edward Bonadventure,
the William, and the John. While up the Levant they
were informed that the Spaniards had fitted out two fleets,
one of twenty and another of thirty galleys, to intercept
them. On this, Mr. Williamson, captain of the Royal
Merchant, was chosen admiral, and the commander of the
Toby, vice-admiral. As they were sailing between Sieily
and the African coast, they descried seven galleys and two
frigates under Sicilian and Maltese colours, in the service
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of Spain, the admiral of which ordered the pursers of
the English ships to repair on board his galléy. One
alone, Mr. Rowet, accompanied the messenger. He was
received in a haughty manner by the Spanish admiral, who
insisted on the surrender of the English ships. On Mr.
Rowet's return, the Spaniard signified his resolution by
firing at the English, which was immediately returned,
when the engagement began. The five English merchant-
vessels, though heavily laden, “maintained ‘an obstinate
fight for five hours, and so shattered were the Spanish
ships-of-war, that the admiral first, and then two others,
were obliged to haul off, scarcely able to keep above water.
The remainder not having men enough to man their guns,
soon after followed his example. The English lost but two
men in this engagement, but their cargoes were too valu-
able to run any risk by pursuing the enemy; they there-
fore made the best of their way to England, where they
arrived in safety, having, by favour of a thick fog and a
brisk easterly wind, escaped the other Spanish squadron,
which had waited for them off the Straits of Gibraltar.

The instructions in the articles of war drawn up by
the Lord High Admiral, to be observed by the captains and
crews of the ships of the Royal Navy, prove that it was
expected that the seamen of those days should be pious
and well-conducted men. They were to be openly read at
service time, twice every week.

“ Imprimis, That you take special care to serve God by
using common prayers twice every day, except urgent cause
enforce the contrary; and that no man, soldier, or other
mariner do dispute of matters of religion, unless it be to
be resolved of some doubts, and in such case that he confer
with the ministers.”

“ Sacond, Item, you shall forbid swearing, brawling, and
dicing, and such-like disorders as may breed contention
and disorders in your ships.”

“Five, All persons, whatsoever, within your ship shall
come to the ordinary services of the ship without contra-
diction.”

« Sixth, You shall give special charge for avoiding the
danger of fire, and that no candle be carried in your ship
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shall severely punish. And if any chance of fire or other
dangers (which God forbid) shall happen to any ship near
unto you, then you shall, by your boats and all other your
best means, seek to help and relieve her.”

“ Eighth, You shall give order that your ship may be
kept clean daily and sometimes washed, whieh, with God’s
favour, shall preserve from sickness, and avoid many other
ineonveniences.”

“ Fifteenth, Every captain and master of the fleet shall
have a special regard that no contention be found betwixt
the mariners and the soldiers.”

“ Nineteenth, No captain or master shall suffer any spoil
to be made aboard any ship or barque that shall be taken
by them or any of their companies, because the rest of the
company have interest in everything that shall he taken.”

“ Twenty-second, The watch shall be set every night by
eight of the o’clock, either by trumpet or drum, and sing-
ing the Lord’s Prayer, some of the Psalms of David, or
clearing of the glass.”

“ Twenty-sixth, No person shall depart out of the ship
wherein he is placed into another without special leave of
his captain.”

“ Twenty-cighth, No person whatsoever shall dare to
strike any captain, lieutenant, master, or other officer, upon
pain of death; and furthermore, whatsoever he be that
shall strike any inferior person, he shall receive punish-
ment according to the offence given, be it by death or
otherwise.”

Most of these articles are still in force; but the first,
excellent as they are, have unhappily too often been set at
nought by officers and men.

S



CHAPTER VIL

Junwes the First,
{FroM A.D. 1567 TO A.D. 1625.)

=S James the First was totally unacquainted
with nautical affairs, having possessed no
fleet when King of Scotland, disputes con-
stantly arose respecting the honour of the
flag, which the English claimed, and this
induced the famous Hugo Grotius to write a treatise, in
which he endeavoured to prove the futility of their title to
the dominion of the sea. England, however, still main-
tained her right to be saluted by the ships of all other
nations, and the learned Selden supported the English,
asserting that they had a hereditary and uninterrupted
right to the sovereignty of the seas, conveyed to them by
their ancestors in trust for their latest posterity,

During this period numerous colonies were settled, and
the commerce of England extended in all directions by her
brave navigators. The navy was not neglected, twenty
ships being added by the king, and £50,000 voted for the
maintenance of the fleet. In the year 1610 the largest
ship of war yet constructed in England was built by order
of the king, and called the Prince. Her keel was 114 feet,
her cross-beam was 44 feet in length. She carried sixty-
four pieces of great ordnance, and she was of the burden
of 1400 tons. She was double built, and adorned most
sumptuously within and without with all manner of curious
carving, painting, and rich gilding, being in all respects the
greatest and goodliest ship that ever was built in England.

Raleigh’s remarks to Prince Henry on the subject are
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worthy of note, though it appears his advice was not
followed. He recommended that the intended vessel
should be of smaller size than the Victory, in order that
the timber of the old ship might serve for the new. If
she be bigger,” he remarks, “she will be of less use, g

very deep to water, and be of mighty charge (our chaunels
decaying every year) less nimble, less manageable, and
seldom to be used. A well-conditioned ship should be, in
the first instance, strongly built; secondly, swift in Sa.ll

STERN OF MAN-OF-WAR OF OLDEN DAYS.

thirdly, stout sided ; fourtbly, her ports ought to be so laid
tha she may carry ‘out her guns in all weathers; fifthly,
she ought to hull well ; sixthly, she should stay well when
boarding or turning on a wind if required.” He then con-
tinues : “ It is to be noted that all ships sharp before, not
having a long floor, will fall rough into the sea from the
billow, and take in water over head and ears; and the
same quality of all narrow-quartered ships to sink after
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the tail. - The high charging of ships is that which brings
many ill qualities upon them. It makes them extremely
leeward, makes them sink deep into the seas, makes them
labour in foul weather, and ofttimes overset. Safety is
more to be respected than show or niceness for ease.
In sea-journeys both cannot well stand together, and,
therefore, the most necessary is to be chosen. Two decks
and a-half is enough, and no building at all above that
but a low master’s cabin. Our masters and mariners will
say that the ships will bear more well enough ; and true it
is, if none but old mariners served in them. But men of
better sort, nunused to such a life, cannot so well endure
the rolling and tumbling from side to side, where the seas
are never so little grown, which comes by high charging.
Besides, those high cabin-works aloft are very dangerous,
in that they may tear men with their splinters. Above
all other things, have care that the great guns are four
feet clear above water when all loading is in, or else those
best pieces are idle at sea; for if the ports lie lower and be
open, it is dangerous; and by that default was a goodly
ship and many gallant gentlemen lost in the days of Henry
the Eighth, before the Isle of Wight, in a ship called the
Mary Rose.”

These remarks show how attentively Raleigh had studied
the subject of shipbuilding © and, undoubtedly, during his
time great improvements were made in the construction of
ships of the Royal Navy. A large East India ship of 1200
tons was also built at Woolwich, and was the first trading
ship of that size launched in the kingdom. The king
called her the Trade’s Increase.

In 1622 the first established contract for victualling the
Royal Navy was made, and every man’s allowance settled.
It appears not to have differed, greatly from that served
out at the present'day, except that on Friday fish, butter,
and checse were served out; showing that the Romish
custom of what is called fasting on Friday had not been
abolished. The king also gave annually £30,000 worth of
timber from the royal forests for the use of the navy.

The Dutch and other nations had, up to this time, been
in the habit of fishing in English waters, but, though the



ABUSES COMPLAINED OF. 109

pusillanimous king would not, of his own accord, have
interfered for fear of giving offence, so great an outery was
raised by the people, that he was compelled to issue a pro-
clamation prohibiting any foreigners from fishing on the
British coast. Though in terms it appeared gencral, it was
in reality levelled only at the Dutch. They yielded, and
obtained by treaty permission to fish, on payment of cer-
tain dues. The nation at large gaining a voice in the
management of public affairs, discovered also that vast
abuses existed in the administration of the navy, as the
large sums granted by Parliament were squandered, the
brave commanders were unemployed, and cowardice trusted
with the highest offices; and that frauds, corruption, neglect
and misdemeanours were frequent and open. Numberless
petitions were sent to the sovereign, and a committee of
inquiry was appointed ; the alleged offences were strictly
examined into, some of the culprits were discharged, others
fined, and way made for better officers. The Royal Navy
being thus placed on a more respectable footing, the
spirit of enterprise was encouraged among private persons,
and trade once more flourished. .

Considerable progress was made by the East India
Company, and, in 1610, Sir Henry Middleton sailed with a
larger fleet than had ever before been despatched to that
part of the world. On landing at Mocha, Sir Henry was
treacherously attacked during an entertainment to which
he had been invited, when many of his people were killed,
and he and the rest made prisoners. After remaining six
months in prison, he and some of his people escaped and
regained their ships; then, returning to the town, he
threatened to reduce it to ashes unless the remainder of
the English were released and a heavy ransom paid him.
On this the English were set at liberty, and the sum was
paid. He afterwards encountered a large fleet of Portuguese,
who, attempting to impede his progress, he sank some and
captured others. Several Portuguese ships were captured,
and seventeen Arab vessels also fell into the hands of the
English. On his voyage home, seized with a mortal illness,
he died, honoured and lamented.

About the same time Captain Hudson, who had already



110 POPULAR HISTORY OF THE BRITISH NAVY.

performed three voyages to the north, again sailed in search
of a north-west passage ; but his mate, Ibbott, fearing the
dangers they would have to encounter, formed a conspiracy.
Hudson, and those who adhered to him, were set on shore,
and perished miserably.

In 1611 the East India Company sent out another fleet
under Captain Hippin, and the following year a second
under Captain Saris, who reached Japan. By judicious
conduct, and the due administration of bribes to many
persons nearest the emperor, he succeeded in establishing
a trade for the English with Japan, returning home with
a very profitable cargo.

In the year 1611 the Muscovy Company despatched two
vessels to commence the whale fishery. On board these
vessels went three Biscayans who were accustomed to the
business. Having set sail late, they had only time to catch
one whale, but from it were made seven tons of oil. The
rest of the crew having observed the manner in which the
Biscayans performed the work, became thorough masters
of the operation. Though this commencement was but
small, it led to great results, and from henceforward there
was no want of people ready to enter into the undertaking.

In consequence of the account given by those who were
wrecked in the Sea Venture on the Bermudas, a colony
was sent out, and the hitherto desolate islands were peopled
by English settlers.

One of the most gallant exploits of this period was per-
formed by Captain Best, who sailed in command of a fleet
sent out by the East India Company. After remaining
for some time at Surat, he caught sight of a vast fleet of
Portuguese, numbering no less than 240 vessels. Having
beaten off a number of them that attacked him, he con-
tinued his course. They, however, having repaired damages,
the whole fleet came in search of him. As they bore down
under a cloud of sail, threatening his destruction, he was
advised by one of the Sultan’s principal officers to fly.
Best replied that he would advise that to the Portuguese,
and, weighing anchor, stood out to meet the enemy. The
shore was crowded with natives eager to witness the en-
gagement. It ended, after four hours, as the other had
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done. The Portuguese, after receiving immense damage,
sailed away as fast as they could, and Captain Best returned
and anchored in the harbour, amid the shouts of the people.
The account of the engagement was everywhere told among
the natives, and the courage of the English magnified to
the highest. After touching at Achin, and renewing his
friendship with the people, in the succeeding year,he arrived
in England, rich in his lading, more in honour.

In the year 1613 the Muscovy Company sent out seven
stout ships to catch whales. They were followed by several
Dutch, Flemish, and French ships, and half-a-dozen English
interlopers. The Company’s ships gathering into a body,
ordered the others, in the name of the King of England,
to depart from the coast, the fishery of which he had
appropriated to his own subjects. The Dutch sending a
taunting answer, the English replied with their cannon,
compelling their rivals to take their departure, and the
English private ships to fish for them. With this help,
they made a good return.

In 1614 the cclebrated pirate Sir Andrew Barton, with
two ships, laid the coasts of England and Scotland under
contribution. Two ships of war, under the command of Sir
William Monson and Sir Francis Howard, were sent out to
effect their capture. One of them was taken off Sinclair
Castle, the seat of the Earl of Caithness. Sir Andrew for
long managed to keep at a distance from his pursuers,
having friends in various places, especially in Ireland, who
gave him assistance. Among others was a certain Mr.
Cormat, who treacherously betrayed the Scotch pirate into
the hands of Sir William Monson. His ship was captured,
and he, with two or three of his officers, executed.

Considerable progress at this period was made in the
science of navigation. In the year 1624 Mr. Gunter, pro-
fessor of astronomy at Gresham College, Cambridge, pub-
lished his scale of logarithms, sines, &c., and invented the
scale which has since gone by his name.

No darker stain rests on the memory of James than that
of his judicial murder of Sir Walter Raleigh. Influenced
by his evil councillors, the pusillanimous king offered up
the gallant seaman as a sacrifice to the revengeful Spaniards,
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or rather to their ambassador, Gondomar. Cheerful to the
last, the noble Raleigh bade farewell to all around him;
then, taking the axe, he felt along upon the edge, and
smiling, said to the sheriff, “ This is a sharp medicine, but
it is a physician for all diseases.” On being asked which
way he would lay himself, he placed his head on the block,
observing, “So that the heart be right, it is no matter
which way the head lieth.”

Some lines written on Sir Walter’s death thus finish :—

“TI saw in every stander-by
Pale death; life only in thine eye.
The legacy thou gavest us then
We'll sue for when thou diest again.
Farewell ! truth shall this story say,
We died, thou only livedst that day.”

Such was the end of the great Sir Walter Raleigh, once
so highly in favour with Queen Elizabeth, and, next to
Drake, the great scourge and terror of the Spaniards.

The Algerines were then, as they were for many years
afterwards, the pests of the ocean. Their chief cruising
ground was in the Straits of Gibraltar. Numerous English
merchantmen fell into their clutches. The same deter-
mined spirit, however, which has since been exhibited by
British seamen, existed in those days, and induced, on
several occasions, the captives to make gallant efforts to
effect their escape. Among these instances two are espe-
cially worthy of note.

The Jacob, of Bristol, was entering the straits when she
was pounced upon by an Algerine and captured. The
pirates took all the crew out of her with the exception of
four, and sent thirteen of their own people on board to
bring her to Algiers. Four of the captives, knowing the
terrible slavery to which they would be subjected should
they reach Algiers, resolved to attempt the recapture of
their vessel. Happily for them, on the fifth night after
they had been taken, a heavy gale sprang up. While the
Algerine captain was assisting his followers to shorten sail,
two of the English, who had been liberated that they
might lend a hand, coming suddenly upon him hove him
overboard, Having got hold of a rope which was towing
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astern, he had almost regained the deck, when one of the
Englishmen drove him back with the pump-handle, the
act being, fortunately, unobserved during the darkness and
confusion by the rest of the pirates. This done, they made
their way into the master’s cabin, where they found two
cutlasses, with which suddenly attacking the pirates, they
drove them from one part of the ship to the other, killed
two, and made a third leap overbourd. The other nine
they drove between decks, when they forced the hatches
down upon them. Making use of two or three of the
Algerines at a time, as they required them for making or
shortening sail, they carried the ship triumphantly into
St. Luca, in Spain, where the Algerines were sold for slaves.

At the same time the Nicholas, of Plymouth, of 40 tons
burden, commanded by John Rawlins, and the Bonaven-
ture of 70 tons, were bound out together up the straits.
On the 18th of November they came in sight of Gibraltar,
when they discovered five ships, which they soon perceived
to be pirates, making all sail towards them. In vain they
attempted to reach Gibraltar; the Algerines coming up
with the Bonaventure, she was captured by their admiral,
while the vice-admiral soon afterwards compelled Rawling
to strike. The same day the admiral put on shore twelve
of the Bonaventure’s crew, with some other English cap-
tives before taken, but the vice-admiral ordered Rawlins
and five of his men to be brought on board his vessel,
leaving three men and a boy, with thirteen Algerines, on
board the prize. The following night, during a storm, the
Nicholas was lost sight of. On the 22nd the vice-admiral,
with Rawlins on board, arrived at Algiers. A few days after-
wards the Nicholas arrived, when the prisoners were carried
to the pacha, who, having chosen one of them for himself,
the rest were afterwards sent to the market to be sold.
Rawlins was bought by the captain, who took him at a
low price because he had a lame hand, but perceiving that
- this rendered him unfit for work, sold him again, with two
more of his men, to an English renegado, John Goodhall,
who, with his partners, had bought the Exchange, of Bristol,
a ship formerly taken by the pirates, which at that time
lay unrigged inside the mole, and for which they wanted
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some skilful seamen. On the 7th of January, 1622, the
ship, being fitted, was hauled out of the mole. She carried
twelve cast guns, with a crew of sixty-three Algerines, nine
Englishmen, one Frenchmen, and four Hollanders, all free-
men ; and for gunners, she had two soldiers, one an English
and the other a Dutch renegado. Rawlins, from the first
going on board, resolved to attempt regaining his liberty.
For this purpose he furmished himself with ropes and
pieces of iron, and iron crowbars to secure the scuttles,
gratings, and cabins, and when, having gained over the
other Europeans, he hoped, by being masters of the gun-
room, ordnance, and powder, either to blow up their
captors or to kill them as they came out of their cabins.
He first made known his design to the English, and by
degrees won over the four Hollanders, who offered to join
them and gain the assistance of the Dutch renegadoes,
while the English undertook to obtain the assistance of
the renegado of their own nation. During this time
Rawlins, who was acting as sailing-master, persuaded the
Algerine captain to steer to the northward, though he
knew very well that they had already passed the straits.
On the 16th of February they took an English barque
from Torbay, laden with salt. With the exception of the
mate and two men, the crew were removed from the prize,
and ten Algerines, with the Dutch and one English rene-
gado, who were all in the plot, were sent on board instead.
Before they left the Lizchange, Rawlins assured them that
he would make his attempt that night or the next, and
give them a signal by which they might know when he
was about it, advising them to acquaint the English in the
barque with their design, and to steer towards the English
coast. Next morning the Algerine captain got very much
out of humour in consequence of not seeing the prize ; and
Rawlins, fearing that he might return to Algiers, thought
it high time to put his plan into execution. He had
alrcady made the master and crew of the Torbay vessel -
acquainted with it; he now told the Algerine captain that
there was a great deal of water below, and that it did not
come to the pumps because the ship was too far by the
head. For the purpose of remedying this an order was
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issued to bring four guns astern ; two of them were accord-
ingly placed with their mouths directly before the binnacle.
Rawlins had already provided himself with sufficient powder,
which he obtained from the gunner, to prime the pieces.
He now assured the captain that in order to right the ship
all hands must work at the pumps. While this was doing,
two matches were brought, one between two spoons, and
the other in a can, and immediately one of the guns being
discharged, the binnacle was shattered to pieces. On this
signal, all the English collected together, and having seized
such arms as they could lay hold of quickly cleared the
hold, while another party made themselves masters of the
magazine and arms. The pirates, who were on the poop,
now attacked the English, who, being by this time all
armed, compelled them to cry for quarter. They were
ordered to come down one by one. So enraged were the
English that several of the pirates were killed, while others
leaped into the sea. Thus of forty-five Algerines who were
on board, the captain and five more alone were saved.
With these the gallant Rawlins and his men arrived at
Plymouth on the 15th of February, 1622. The Torbay
barque reached Penzance, in Cornwall, having all along
porsuaded the Algerines that they were going to Algiers,
till they came in sight of England. When the pirates
were below trimming the salt, they nailed the hatches
down upon them. Having come to an anchor, they carried
their captives to Exeter.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Charles the First to the Termination of
Commontuealth.

(FroM A.D. 1625 T0 A.D. 1660.)

: ,,-v-g | HE unhappy Charles ascended the tlirone under

§Q§""e,;._ #l  disadvantageous circumstances.  His father
: ﬁ}\§ < had left him a heavy debt; the Duke of
N Buckingham, his chief minister, was uni-
= versally hated, and England had greatly sunk
in the estimation of foreign nations. James had agreed to
furnish the King of France with some ships of war to assist
him against the King of Spain or his allies in Italy. In
pursuance of this agreement, Captain John Pennington was
despatched in the Vanguard, having under him six hired
merchant-vessels. The King of France, however, being hotly
engaged in a war with his Protestant subjects, intended to
make use of the ships for the reduction of Rochelle. Pen-
nington, on discovering this, immediately wrote to the Duke
of Buckingham declining so odious a service, and request-
ing leave to return to England. Buckingham, in reply,
having obtained an order from Charles, commanded him
to employ his ships in such service as the King of France
should direct. The latter, at the same time, sent a letter
to the English captain, requiring him to take on board a
number of French soldiers, with his admiral, the Duke of
Montmorency, and repair before Rochelle. This Captain
Pennington, with true English spirit, refused to do; on
which the French officer who had brought the letter
returned on board the Vanguard to protest against him
as a rebel to his king and country. Not content with
baving once done this, he returned again and enforced his
116
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request by threats and menaces, at which the seamen
were so enraged, that they weighed anchor and set sail,
crying out they would rather be hanged at home than be
slaves to the French, and fight against their own religion.
The Vanguard accordingly returned to the Downs. On
his arrival, the captain sending an express to court with
advice of his proceedings, immediately received a positive
order, under the king’s sign-manual, to return and deliver
up the ships into the hands of a French officer at Dieppe.
Having complied with this order, he quitted the command,
and he and all the officers and seamen, both of the Van-
guard and merchant-vessels, left their ships and returned
to England.

The whole nation burned with indignation when they
heard that Captain Pennington’s ships had been delivered
up to the French and employed against Rochelle, and
demanded their immediate restitution. The French king
excused himself on the pretence that his subjects, by whom
they were manned, would not now quit them ; on which,
to appease the people, the Duke of Buckingham issued
commissions of reprisal. The St. Peter, of Havre-de-Grace,
and other French vessels were on this captured. Hearing
of this proceeding, the French king not only absolutely
refused to restore the seven ships, but seized on all the
English merchants’ property throughout his dominions.
To carry on the war with Spain a powerful fleet of eighty
English and Dutch ships was fitted out under the com-
mand of Cecil, afterwards created Viscount Wimbleton.
Ten regiments were embarked on board the fleet, under
the Earls of Essex and Denbigh. They proceeded to
Cadiz, when the troops, having broken into the wine-stores,
became so excessively intoxicated, that had the enemy set
on them they must have been put to the sword. The
officers hastened, therefore, their re-embarkation, and the
expedition returned without having effected anything.

In 1627 three expeditions were undertaken, professedly
to assist the people of Rochelle, but, being badly managed,
possibly through treachery, they all failed. It was while
fitting out one of these fleets that the Duke of Bucking-
ham, then Lord High Admiral, was murdered by Felton,
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A severe action was fought near Ormugz, in the Gulf of
Persia, between four English ships, under the command of
Captain John Weddell, and four Dutch ships, with eight
Portuguese galleons and thirty-two frigates. On hearing
of the approach of the enemy, the English captain told his
Dutch allies that he had resolved, for the glory of God, the
honour of his nation, the profit of the worthy employers,
and the safeguard of their lives, ships, and goods, to fight
it out as long as a man was living in his ship to bear a
sword. To whom the Dutchmen answered that they were
of a like resolution, and would stick as close to the English
as the shirts to their backs ; and so in friendly manner each
took leave for that night. The Dutch the next morning
were the first to get into action. Friends and foes were
now within musket-shot of each other, when 1t fell a calm,
and the ships of the allies could not work but as the tide
set them. When the Portuguese were aboard and aboard,
they had a great advantage with their frigates, which often
towed them clear one of another. Thus they lay four or
five hours pelting and beating one another with their
ordnance, while the Portuguese frigates plied the English
and Dutch with their small shot as fast as they could, the
Royal James being forced to keep the barge ahead to pull
the ship’s head to and fro. Thus they fought on till night,
several men being killed, the Dutch having also lost their
chief commander. For several days the fight lasted. On
one occasion the James singled out a Portuguese lying by
her side with foresail and fore-topsail aback, so near that a
man might quoit a biscuit into her, and fired not less than
five hundred shots before she got clear. Thus the small
squadron kept the enemy at bay, till scarcely enough
powder and shot remained on board the Royal James for
another day’s fight. The English lost 29 officers and men,
and the Dutch about the same number. The Portuguese,
whose fleet carried 282 guns and 2100 men, had 481
killed.

Another fight in the same locality, in the year 1625, be-
tween three English East India ships, the Lion, Dolphin,
and Palsgrave, and eighteen or twenty Portuguese frigates,
under the command of Don Rufero, ended more disas-
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trously. The Lion, being boarded by both the admiral
and vice-admiral, was dreadfully shattered, and torn in
pieces in the stern, in consequence of the poop blowing up
with fifty or sixty of the enemy on it. The Portuguese
then left her, expecting that she would sink or burn down
to the water’s edge, and pursued the Palsgrave and Dol-
phin, which, however, effected their escape. The brave
crew of the Lion, having put out the fire, succeeded in
patching her up sufficiently to reach Ormuz, where they
received every assistance they required from the Sultan,
They were in hopes of being relieved by other English
ships, when Rufero with his frigates came rowing towards
them. The Lion lay in such a position that she could
only bring her chase-pieces to bear upon the enemy. So
well were they served that they sank two of the Portuguese
frigates before they could board her, and two more after
they were by her side. So closely were the English then
pressed by Rufero that, unable to open a port in the ship,
they were forced to shoot away ports and all. In addition
to this, the Portuguese so completely surrounded her by
fire-works, that all her masts and sails caught fire, as well as
her upper-deck, which in half-an-hour fell down on their
heads, and drove them from their guns. On seeing death
on either side, some leaped overboard, and put themselves
on the mercy of the enemy, while the rest set fire to the
powder-room, and blew up the ship. Those who were
received on board the frigates-were carried into Ormuz
Island, and the next morning Rufero gave orders to cut off
all their heads, with the exception of one Thomas Winter-
brune, whom he sent with a letter to the merchants at
Gambroon. The rest, twenty-six persons, were imme-
diately beheaded. This will give us some idea of the mode
of proceeding between belligerents in those days. The
object of the Portuguese was to prevent the English and
Dutch from interfering with their trade, and they hoped
by such horrible cruelty to intimidate others from coming
out, or else were actuated by a spirit of barbarous revenge.

In 1626 the wages of seamen in the Royal Navy were
increased to twenty shillings a-month, and of ordinary sea-
men to fourteen shillings, besides an allowance to a chaplain
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of fourpence, to a barber twopence, and to the Chest at
Chatham of sixpence per month. A clerk and a keeper of
all the king’s stores and storehouses at Chatham, Ports-
mouth, Deptford, &ec., were also appointed.

An arbitrary tax having been imposed in the year 1634,
by the name of ship-money, which compelled all the seaport
towns to furnish a fleet to prevent the Dutch fishing on
the coast of Britain ; it was now extended throughout the
whole kingdom. The fleet was to consist of 44 ships,
carrying 8000 men, and to be armed and fitted for war;
but, as will be remembered, the unhappy king raised the
money, but spent it on other objects.

In 1637 was laid the keel of the Royal Sovereign, of
128 feet, the first three-decked ship built for the Royal
Navy. From the fore-end of the beak-head to the after-
“end of the stern she measured 232 feet, and she had a
beam of 48 feet, while from the bottom of the keel to the
top of the stern-lantern she measured 76 feet. She carried
30 guns on her lower-deck, 30 on the middle-deck, 26 on
the main-deck, 14 on the quarter-deck, 12 on the forecastle,
and had 10 stern and bow-chasers. She was of 1637 tons
burden ; she carried eleven anchors, the largest weighing
4400 pounds ; she had five stern-lanterns, the centre so
large as to contain ten per